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Rally survey: Alpine dominate the world scene 


The world’s most 
comprehensive colour 


encydopedig of 


motoring 


in weekly parts 


How it got there:The history of motor cars and 
motor racing; the people who designed and drove them, 


from the production models to (ene 


the handsome ‘one-off 
specials} the makes that —. 

are now household - € 
names and found iE 
onevery roadway 

tothose known 

mainly by enthusiasts, and found 

only in private collections. 

Where it’s going:The shape of things to come. 
The world of motor racing and its influence on car 


mechanics and design. How safety features are likely 
to dictate the looks of future cars. The fuel problem. 


Will tomorrow’ engine be based on the Wankel or a 
fuel cell? 


How it works: 
Car mechanics and design— 
the principle of combustion, 
aerodynamics, steering 7 
geometrics, carburation, with § 
dozens of cutaway drawings = 

and simple explanatory charts and dia- f 
grams, including specifications and fr 
performance figures of clrrenl proddction 


model Why it sometimes doesn’t: 


Fault finding, repairs and maintenance, 
when the trouble’s a mechanical one; 
advanced driving 
techniques, the 
practical side of 
rallying, 
racing and 
stunt driving, 


Part] of “On FourWheels” is on sale at your 
newsagent now, with Part 2 FREE. Price 25p. 
Orbis Publishing, 49 Russell Square, London WC] B4HP. 
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Although the 1973 season has terminated in a state of 
depression virtually worldwide with the current fuel situa- 
tion, it has been a particularly good season as regards the 
popularity of the sport, particularly in Bri The major 
circuit owners have reported an excellent year with the 
introduction of non-motor sporting personalities being a 
very well received innovation. For 1974 that particular aspect 
of racing promotion seems certain to expand although 
perhaps lessons learnt from this year’s experiments will 
iron out the problems which sometimes afflicted these 
activities. But the non-motoring element is not the only 
reason for increased support from the spectator, for Silver- 
stone Circuits have also had a very good attendance 
spectator record without resorting to the “pop” star 
innovations. 


Which is the better method? Only time will tell but com- 
mon belief is that to encourage the non-sporting spectator 
who was drawn to the celebrity races to see the “'star” names 
to come back again, the motor racing programme and 
meeting has to be made simpler so that it is not so difficult 
to understand Group This and Formula That, and the assorted 
championships. Because apart from perhaps the amenities at 
certain circuits, the spectator has very little else to moan 
about. 


The standard of our national motor racing has been of 
a particularly high nature this season, with full fields and clos- 
ely fought racing at most of the championship race meetings. 
Certain organisational standards have sometimes marred the 
possible success of some championship meetings but in most 
cases the circuit owners keep a very close eye on the 
situation and take immediate steps. The success of the 
sport brought in more sponsorship too and with the sport 
riding a crest of a wave, it was therefore a terrible blow 
when the fuel situation brought about the prospects of a 
complete reversal 


On the international side, 1973 will be remembered for 
Jackie Stewart's great achievements, but also for the tragedy 
which occurred at the Dutch Grand Prix. The world was 
disgusted with what happened at Zandvoort on that July 
day and much argument immediately followed on the rights 
and wrongs of various fire fighting methods. But what has 
happened since? The proposed evaluation of the RAC and 
Jo Siffert Advisory Council systems has been continually post- 
poned while the CSI have already drawn up their circuit safe- 
ty requirements for the 1974 season. Yet again it appears 
that once all the immediate outcry has subsided, the urgency 
of the matter no longer exists until another tragedy occurs. 

It is, on the other hand, extremely heartening that the 
outstanding bravery shown by David Purley in attempting 
to rescue poor Roger Williamson and by Mike Hailwood in 
his assistance in rescuing Clay Regazzoni at South Africa, 
has been recognised with the awarding of the George Medal 
to both Purley and Hailwood. It’s the first time that a racing 
driver has been awarded a George Medal, the highest award 
possible, and for both drivers’ efforts to be acknowledged in 
such a manner is very fitting. 


our cover picture 


Jean-Pierre Nicholas/Jean Todt scored a number of successes in 
International rallies during 1973 which helped to give Alpine-Renault 
the World Rally Championship for Makes. Our review of home and 
International rallies starts on page 18. Photo: Hugh Bishop 
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Pit and Paddock 


edited by lan Phillips 


George Medals for 
Hailwood and Purley 


Mike Hailwood. 


We are delighted to report that 
the Queen has awarded George 
Medals to Mike Hailwood and 
David Purley for the outstanding 
bravery which they showed In 
rescue attempts during — this 
season, 

‘This is the highest award that 
the country can give and Hall 
Wood's assistance in rescuing 
Clay Regazzoni from his burning 


~ae' 

David Purley. 

BRM and Purley's magnificent 
single-handed efforts in trying to 
save Roger Williamson at Zand- 
voort rightly earned the two 
drivers this honour and admira- 
tion. 

It is the first time such an 
award has been made to a racing 
driver and never has it been more 
deserved. 


Chevron 
progress 


Graham White told us last 
week that Chevron are pressing 
ahead with their development 
and production plans as usual 
despite the current uncertainties. 

‘The two works-supported VDS. 
Chevrons were sent by ship to 
New Zealand for the Tasman 
series a couple of weeks ago 
and Peter Gethin and Teddy 
Pilette are due to go this week- 
end. The cars will be B24s but 
with a new split nose and it 
Is possible that some new sus- 
pension ideas will be tried in 
the second half of the series. 
Derek Bennett will incorporate 
the new ideas on the B28 F5000 
car which is currently being 


‘worked on, 
‘As the cancelled Springbok 
series prevented development 


work on the new B26 sports 
car a top British 2-litre driver” 
will be testing it at Paul Ricard 
next_month, 

‘Chevron are very interested in 
continuing in F2 next year and 
according to White “it could be 
very good, there have been some 
interesting developments.” Asked 
about the annual Chevron FI 
rumour White said, “Not yét.” 

‘Steinmetz, the German Opel 
tweakers, have recently become 
Chevron’ agents and _ recently 
exhibited cars with  Schnitzer- 
BMW 2-litre engines at the Essen 
show. 
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TT muddle: 
new winners? 


It was noticed at the FIA prize- 
giving that the Silverstone 
Tourist Trophy results were miss- 
ing from the results of the Euro- 
pean Touring Car Championship, 
with the addendum that the 
results were not received from 
the organisers. The RAC and 
BRDC maintain that the resi 
were sent registered post straight 
after the event but were 
cbviously not received by 
CSI while the CSI also maint 
that not only the results but also 
the regulations were not sent to 
them despite many requests, It 
isa rule of FIA. Championship 
regulations that national govern- 
ing bodies send such information 
to the CSI 

The question now is will the 
points be added at a later date, 
because if they are not it makes 
a significant difference to the 
results of the 2-litre class. With 
the Tourist Trophy included, Ford 
of GB win the division with their 
Escorts but if the Silverstone 
points are discarded then the 
2litre class title goes to Alfa 
Romeo. 


@ We regret to report the death 
of Ed Harris last week after 
Jong illness. Mr Harris from 
Epworth, Doncaster, was well 
known as an RAC Steward and 
served on the RAC’s Compet 
tions Committee. To his wife 
Mona and his family, AvrosPoRT 
offers its deepest sympathy. 


Amon confirms Amon 


Chris Amon confirmed in his 
January column in Competition 
Car that he will be building his 
cwn Fl car for next season, 

‘The car will be called an Amon 
and his been designed by Gordon 
Fewell, who of course drew up 
the Goral Teno chassis, Amon 
said in the magazine that the 
“Goral Tecno was one of the 
best chassis I've ever sat in. It 
felt right the first time I ever 
drove it.” The big problem with 
that car was the hopeless Tecno 
engine, the new car will have a 
Cosworth DFV, 

Chris Amon, Gordon Fowell 
and John Dalton have set up the 
new company to produce the 
‘Amon and it will be based in 
Reading. 


The Amon will not just be the 
Goral Tecno with a DFV but a 


completely mew  ¢hassis with 
several new ideas incorporated 
which Amon predicts will make 
it cne of the most sophisticated 
Fl cars next season. The chassis 
hhas been built by John Thompson 
in Northampton while the body- 
work was designed by Professor 
Tom Boyce who did the Goral 
car. Three cars will be built and 
there will be four or five DFVs 
available which will be looked 
after by Ray Buckley who looked 
after the engines used by_ the 
Hesketh team in 1973, Chief 
mechanic for the team, which 
should make its debut at Inter- 
Jagos in the Brazilian GP, will 
be Richie Bray who held the 
same position with Rondel this 
year and on the F2 McLaren 
the year before, No sponsorship 
details are available at the 
moment, 


Fi wing regs 
confusion ? 


Just to confirm a recent CSI 
ruling, one Formula 1 amended 
regulation which appears to be 
causing scme confusion is the 
fone ahat states from January 1 
1974, nothing above the rear 
wheels must protrude more than 
T metre behind the centre line 
of the axle of the rear wheels. 
Rumours 

with — thet 
Argentina just In case some 
manufacturers haven't conformed 
with the new measures, 


© The Daytona 24 Hours has been 
postponed until July to bring it 
Closer to the Watkins Glen 6 
Heurs, as a result of the fuel 
crisis. The rest of the Daytona 
speed week will carry on as 
normal but under a revised 
format. 


RAC meeting 


‘The RAC Motor Sport Division 
was the scene of an important 
meeting a week last Wednesday 
when the clrcult owners met with 
the British governing body to 
discuss programmes of motor 
icing in the 1974 season in the 
event of the fuel crisis persisting. 
It Is understood that many pos: 
sible alternate programmes w 
discussed. After the meeting, Mr 
Dean Delamont, Director of the 
RAC Motor Sport Division, com- 
“We are pressing on with 
our plans and are confident that 
we will have a viable season of 
motor sport in 1974, Everyone 
is working on the statistics to 
place before the Government as 
soon as possible and we hope 
the Government. will give them 
moral blessing or give us some 
fuel in. the event. of fuel 
tioning." 
The next meeting on this situ- 
ation has been called at the RAC 
for Wednesday, January 9. 


Among the many Christmas cards we received this year was this one 
sent by the RAC which we thought ought to be appreciated by 


“COME ON LADS, ONLY ANOTHER ONE HUNDRED 
AND EIGHTY THREE PINTS TOGO AND WELL 
HAVE THIS STUFF HOMOLOGATED* 
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Pit and Paddock 


Hailwood 
will drive 
YardleyMac 


Mike Hailwood will drive for 
Yardley-McLaren in 1974, This 
exciting news was confirmed at 
the end. of Iast week by Yardley 
who expressed their happiness at 
being able to see their contract 
with McLaren through (o the end 
of its current term, 
All “the differences with 
McLaren have obviously been 
jorted out and Yardley will con- 
tinue to put all thelr effort and 
‘enthusiasm into the team. 
Hailwood actually signed for 
the team a few weeks ago and has 
presumably asked John Surtees 
for a release from his contract 
‘The Yardley-McLaren team in 
1974 will consist of two M23 
models for Hailwood, both of 
which will be maintained and run 
‘ag full works cars, McLaren joint 
managing director Phil Kerr will 
m manager and Hailwood’s 
for the team will be at the 
Argentine GP. As well as doing 
all the Grands Prix Mike will also 
takepart in the Simoniz Race of 


ing will be well received every: 


where as he is one of the sport's 
greatest. characters. and” this 
son he has had some very 


disappointing outings inthe 
Surtees TS14. Hallwood said of 
the new contract “I'm very happy 
to be with Yardiey-McLaren and 


am looking forward to a really 
competitive year. 
BRIEFLY... 


due to 
and Carlos Pace, In our 
out the new TSG testing 
imi the best time came 
1m 26.3 ¢ and of course 
It should have been 1 m 162 5. 


© According to the latest CSI 
amendments to. the FIA. Year 
Book, Formula 2 engine regula- 
tions’ will not change until 1977. 
@ In our FI review tables we 
stated that Jackie Stewart used 
Girling brakes on the Tyrrel last 
season. He did, but only up to 
the Spanish GP, from Belgium 
onwards he was on Lockheeds 

© It has been confirmed that the 
Triumph Dolomite Sprint has 
been homologated into Group 1 
from January 1, 1973, 


© The Grand Prix of Singapore 
scheduled for April 13-14 has 
been officially cancelled. 

@ USAC has been cut off from all 
its supplies of alcohol and is 
trying to find 180,000 gallons 
for the 1974 season. 


© The Texas World Speedway 
has cancelled all its professional 
events for 1974, including the 
Texas 500 USAC race. 
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Homologation 
hits Capri 


The Ford Capri 3100 GT is 
undergoing quite a strange homo- 
logation problem. There was no 
way in which the car could be 
homolcgated into Group 2 by 
January 1, 1973, and as the next 
homologation meeting is not until 
April, the non-acceptance of the 
car would leave Ford of Germany 
In a bit of a spot regarding their 
assault in the first few races of 
the 1974 European Touring Car 
Championship. 

It was therefore decided that 
as soon as Ford stated they hi 
built their 1000 models to get it 
homclogated into Group 2, the 
CSI would be informed’ and 
would then carry out an immedi- 
fate inspection for approval on 
the first date of the following 
month. With this procedure, it is 
thought that the Ford Capri 3100 
will be hemologated by February 
1, 1974, Into Group 2. 

‘© There's a change over the CSIs 
Fide height regulations for Groups 
1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 cars next 
year ‘which affects in particular 
the Group 1 production saloon 
cars, Instead, of having to drive 
ever a mass'of 90 cm x 90 cm 
dnd 10 cm high, in future the 
regulations state that no part of 
the car’ should touch the ground 
when one of its tyres is deflated. 


FF regs 
changes 


Changes have been made to the 
1974 Formula Ford regulations 
regarding bodywork. In future 
the coachwork, including fuel 
tanks, shall not exceed a maxi- 
mum width or height of 70 cm at 
any point. In the case of a cowl 
surrounding a side-mounted 
radiator, the body width can 
extend to 95 em for a length 
of 20 cm, With regards to 
Formula Ford fire extinguisher 
regulations an inbuilt fire extin- 
guisher Is not mandatory, but 
nevertheless the car shall carry. 
mounted in an accessible place, 
net more than two fire extin= 
guishers of a minimum total 
capacity of 3 kg (61 Ib) of exti 
fuishant. At least half of this 
fire extinguishing capacity must 
be in the cockpit. 

‘Apparently the bodywork regu- 
lations are causing concern for 
some manufacturers whose new 
medels contravene the changes 
and discussions are taking place 
in trying to postpone this amend- 
ment. 


© The Lancia Stratos develop- 
ment programme, now being run 
by Mike Parkes, is progressing 
well. Last week at Misano a car 
fitted with a turbocharged Ferrari 
Dino engine was being tested. 


Ford’s farewell 
to Jackie Stewart 


London's plush Savoy Hotel 
rocked with laughter and gaiety 
last Wednesday nigtt es Jackie 
Stewart bid 400 of his personal 
friends a personal “goodbye” at 
a dinner which ghstered with 
“names” from all branches of the 
sport and elsewhere. Ford Motor 
Company was paying the bill, 
and they equipped everyone with 
JYS-type corduroy caps and sun- 
‘Blasses, so. that Jackle found 
himself confronted by hundreds 
of mirrordmage Stewarts when 
he entered the dining salon! 
Speeches came chick amd fast, 
beginning before the main course 
was served, since the guests of 
honour—Mr and. Mrs "Princess 
‘Anne—had to rush off back home 
for s thrash organised by her 
mum. The serious side of the 
evening was quickly over, and 
mong those who spoke were 
Stuart. Turner, Clement Freud, 
and an amazing reconstruction 
Scottish poet William McGone- 
gal, The latter transpired to be 
Scots actor John Laurie, reading 
‘ psoudo-McGonegal poem which 
far surpassed in awfulness any: 
thing ever composed by the 
nine bard and could only 
been written by Walter 


Hayes, 

‘There were presentations 
galore, the mos, impressive being 
Ken ‘Tyrrell's gift to Jackie of 
Tycrell-Ford 003, the car recently 
chronicled in Avrosrorr. “I can't 
say R's the sort of thing Helen's 
always wanted around the house, 
bur I feel Ko to Scot 
land." he said. “You all know 
how much I've ‘compared driving 
racing cars 10 making Jove, and 
Tve made love co that cars 
many times that she must be a 


real bitch now.” 

Ken Tyrrell made it perfectly 
plain that working with Jacki 
had not always been easy. “I 
hated it when he got involved 
in the politics of racing... but 
Vioved him on the track. Pechaps 
now we can tell a few of our 
difficulties, and one of them con- 
cerns 003. On the day before the 
Spanish GP at Barcelona in 1971 
—before 003 had even won 
race—Jackie described it as * 
heap of junk.’ From all of us at 
EW Team Tyrrell I'm delighted to 
present him sow with that same 
heap of junk’.” 

‘Waker Hayes chen reminded 
Ken that the Ford engine in 003 
was the property of Ford—and 
Presented to Jackie—and 
Jackie went on to talk about 
the significance of his 26th and 
27th GP wins to him personally, 
Piaingly, he presented the 1973 
Monaco GP trophy to Keith 
Duckworth and the Dutch GP 


teophy (win number 26) to 
Walter Hayes. 

Other interesting points to 
emerge from Jackie's speech 


concerned haw close he came to 
joining Ferrari in 1967, before 
Tyrell came up with his ‘deal for 
Fordspawered Matra, "I have 
lot of admiration for Mr 
Ferrari and his achievements, 
but I can't help thinking that 
this dinner wouldn't have been 
possible if 1 had gone there.” 
He also spoke amusingly of 


the difficulties in driving a 
Cologne Capri. “Jochen Mas 
can “drive one of those things 
faster than me, and the Capri 


certainly played a lange part 
making me retire from racing, 
he quipped, 


Showhoat 
attractions 


Twenty-three new racing cars 
are among the 70 exhibits to be 
shown at the Evening News 
Shcwbost to take place between 
January 5 and 20. Among the 
models are the new Atlantic and 
2ulitre sports car March models, 
the latest Eldens, the new Modus 
F3 and Super Vee cars, a new 
Atlantic Royale, new Formula 
Ferds from Lola and Van Diemen 
and a new Image FF from SFL 
Cars. Among the other displays 
are the Ford GT70, the new Capri 
3100, the Ford F3L prototype, a 
B type Connaught, « Vanwall and 
new spaceframe special saloon 
Mini. There are attractions such 
as discos and a Mexico rolling 
read competition included in the 
16-day exhibition which is open 
from noon to 8 pm on week: 
days and from 1030 am. to 
8.30 pm at the weekends, Full 
preview next week. 


Stewart says 
thank you 


We received the following letter 
frcm Jackie Stewart this week 
thanking readers for voting for 
him in recent sports polls, 

“I would like to thank every- 
ene concerned who, by voting, 
has assisted me in becoming this 
year’s Daily Express Sportsman 
Cf the Year and the BBC Sports- 
night Personality of the Year. 

“I am extremely proud to have 
wen both these public polls. 
Motor racing enthusiasts have 
helped me to do this and I at 
most grateful. 

“All good wishes for Christmas 

and the New Year” (signed) 
Jackie Stewart. 
@ John Clarke, the designer of 
Frank. Williams’ Iso-Marlboros 
last season, recently left the com- 
pany. He is now operating as & 
freelance design engineer and can 
be contacted at Fleet (Hants) 
22760. 


HUSTLER 
DEVELOPMENTS 
are pleased to announce 


that a new Formula 
Supersport Hustler is 


(Design Formula Wrotham Ltd.) 


replicas for sale to 
selected customers. 


Further details on-requost 
from 
Richard Groombridge 
Hustler Developments 
21 Elmfield Road 
Potters Bar, Herts 
Tel: Potters Bar 54561 


1973 1st. 2nd, 4th BARC Formula Ford Championship 
1st, 2nd German Formula Ford Championship 
2nd, 3rd Austrian Formula Ford Championship 


2nd Canaan Formula Ford Chompenah ENT NEVILLE (EMU) LTD. 
oaer Wen, * TUNING FOR A PURPOSE BY YOUR 
SPORT PART SPECIALIST 


Full selection of equipment available to suit 


Martin Gramann, 


jering a Formula Atlantic 
and a works Elden Formula every need. 
pignost ‘Elden oisher inthe 1974. BOC 


TRY US FIRST FOR A QUOTATION 
Tower Garage, 
Wrotham Hill, Wrotham, Kent. 

Tel: Fairseat 823165 STD 0732 Tel: Mansfield 26101 


ke a Miexico 
RAC Rally 

‘Gp.p 

BOBBEAN & 

ALAN GREENWOOD 


Service Garage 
(Barnsley) Ltd 


Dodworth Road 
Barnsley Yorkshire 


Several used parts in stock 


SS 


<> a 


What servicing should be -[@| :0226 5741 
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Simoniz MCD 
special 
saloons 


Simoniz are to sponsor the MCD 
Special Saloon Car Championship 
next season, As well as taking 
in all. the MCD circuits there 
will also. be rounds at Silver- 
Stone, Thruxton and Mondello. 
The series will be worth £3,800. 
‘There will be four classes, up 
to 850.cc, 851-1000cc, 1001 
1300 ce, and over 1300 ce 
There will be £152 per race 
with double points and money 
available at the final round. The 
Outright winner will receive £200 
and a trophy. The winners of the 
other classes will receive £72. 
‘The rounds of the championship 
will be : March 3, Brands Hatch; 
March 9, Oulton Park; March 24, 
Snetterton; April 15, Mallory 
Park; May 5, Brands Hatch: May 
27, Oulton Park; June 9, Silver: 
stone; June 16, Mondello; June 
30, Brands Hatch; July 27, Oulton 
Park; July 28, Mallory Park: 
‘August 11, Mallory Park: August 
26, Snetterton; September, 
Silverstone; September 22, Thrux. 
ton; September 9, Mallory Park: 
October 13, Brands Hatch; 
October 26, Oulton Park, 


BRIEFLY... 


‘STack Oliver confirmed this 
‘week that he will not be driving 
in Formula 1 next year, He will 
be working at the Shadow factory 
and will almost certainly be seen 
in one of the CanAm cars 
@ FI mechanics changing places 
Keith Leighton has become chief 
mechanic’ with JPS as Eddie 
Dennis has taken a factory based 
job with Lotus, 

Pete Kerr, chief mechanic with 
old 


March since their inception 
moved to Shadow with hi 
Winkelmann mate Alan Rees 
@ Royale Racing Ltd, recently 
taken over by Alan Cornock, will 
be based in Bedfordshire as 
from January 6 

‘The new address will be 
Royale Racing Ltd, Royale Works, 
Unit 70 Little Staughton Airfield, 
Little Staughton, near Bedford. 
Tel: Colmworth 509, 


Pit and Paddock 


Silverstone 
delay plans 


Silverstone circuits were due 
to hold their usual press con- 
ference last Wednesday to 
announce plans for 1974, how. 
ever, "in view of the current 
World situation and the unclear 
short-term future of motor racing, 
the directors have decided 
Postpone the announcement. 
Although plans are at an 
advanced stage for a full season 
of racing at Silverstone in 1974, 
current and future world and 
national evems could cause sig- 
nificant changes to be made in 
these plans, In order ¢o avoid 
unnecessary confusion the direc 


tors feel chat any announcement 
of these plans should be post. 
poned until the overall situat 


Fegarding motor racing in 1974 
has become clearer. In the mean. 
time we are supporting the RAC 
in their efforts to secure govern: 
mental recognition of the im: 
portance of motor racing. 


Oxton’s Star 


Australia took the money but 
New Zealand the points in the 
penultimate round in the Black 
find Decker Gold Star champion 
ship at the new Manfield circuit 
on December 9, the day before 
all racing and fallying, with the 
exception of the Peter Stuyvesani 
$100,000 international races, wai 
banned in New Zealand. Kevin 
Bartlett (Lola 332) won both 
heats, but David Oxton (Begs 
FMS) placed third in each heat 
and clinched the Gold Star once 
again. ‘The final round was to 
have been run at Bay Park, Mount 
Maunganui, on December 30, but 
the result would not ‘have 
affected the issue. Bay Park pro: 
moters have, however, decided to 
contest the’ Motorsport Associa 
jon New Zealand's decision to 
cancel all meetings on the 
ground that cancellation of their 
meeting would mean a financial 
Joss that could spell finish as far 
as the circuit is concerned, 


Stuyvesant Tasman 
Championship entries 


All motoring competitions sanc 
tioned by the Motorsport Asso- 
ciation New Zealand — except 
the four Peter. Stuyvesant 
$100,000 (alias Tasm: 
pionship) meetings — 
Suspended because of the fuel 
crisis. The ban took effect on 
December 10 and will continue 
until March 1. This means that 
the Shell ‘74 Commonwealth 
Games Rally as well as 12 
national race meetings and scores 
of club meetings are cancelled 
If it had not been for the 
fact that organisation for the 
Stuyvesant series was too far 
advanced and a number of over- 
Seas competitors had shipped 
thelr cars the Australasian series 
would also have been abandoned. 
As things stand, however, firm 
contracts for the elght-race series 
have been signed by Graham Mc 
Rae (McRae GM2), Peter Gethin 
(Chevron B24), Teddy Pilette 
(Chevron B24), Steve Thompson 
(Chevron B24), Cal Rayborn (Lola 
1330), Max Stewart (Lola 1332), 
Warwick Brown (Lola. 7332), 
John McCormack (two Ansett 
Elfins, one with a Repco-Holden 
VB and the other with a Repco: 
Leyland V5), David Oxton (Begs 
FMS), Graeme Lawrence (car not 
nominated), Gary Pedersen (Mc 


Laren), Reg Cook (Lola 1300), 
Neil Doyle. (Lola 332), Dexter 
Dunlop (McRae GMI), Frank 
Radisich (March Repco V8), 
Robbie Booth (Begg FM4), Allan 
McCully (Begg FMS), and Keith 
Laney (Lola 330). 

That is the official Uist, but it 
may not be 100 per cent cor- 
rect as Doyle is currently run- 
ning his new Surtees TS9B and 
Laney a McLaren MIOB. 

Notable absentee is former 
‘Australian Gold Star champion 
Frank Matich, But it is almost 
certain he will be in the fields 
with a car at present under con- 
struction which is lighter and 
smaller than previous Matich 
models but powered, as usual, 
by_a Repco-Holden V8. 

‘The series gets under way at 
Levin on January 6 and is fol- 
Towed by Pukekohe (the only 

turday meeting) on January 12, 
Then comes the New Zealand 
Grand Prix at’ Wigram, Christ- 
church, on January 20. The final 
New Zealand round will be at 
Teretonga Park, Invercargill, on 


January 27. 
‘Competitors will be running in 
the first At 8 “round” at 


Surfers’ Paradise a week later, #0 
the schedule is as tight and hec- 
tie as It has been in recent years, 


? 


ter Warr receive 


FIA prize-giving 


the Constructors 
of Lotus for a record sixth time from Prince Metternich at the recent 


Championship award on behalf 


CATCHPOLE 


By Barry Foley 


NEW YEAR RESOLUTIONS. Not 
MUST STOP SAYINGNASTY THINGS 
ABOUT SCRUTINEERS... No | 


JWILL NOT INDULGE IN DRINK OR 
SEX FOR 24 HOURS BEFORE ARACE 
| No... WILLNOTSAY RUDE THINGS. 


"SPIDER OR THE SHOWBOAT: Nod 


AGOUT “TIMMY BROWN STUFF THE 


\(_Newear. Nos 
| Louis STANLEY, OLDLADIES, ROBERT 
| \ WILLNOT LAGHAT ANDYDAMONS. || FEARNALL AND PIERRE AUMONIER 
|| M6 1WILLSTOP MAKING RASH 


IWILL BEKINDTO 


PROMISES! 
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oy there! 
Mon’t miss London’s 
floating motor racing show. 


Moored on the river by 
Tower Bridge is a floating 
Mecca for all motor racing 
fans. A treasure ship 
crammed full of plenty that's 
new on the fast car scene. 


tomy Free Enterprise nan EVENING NEWS 
sboard herby fre ferry from MOTOR RACING 


Tower Pier. 
HOWBOAT 
SHOW Ad 
OPEN 
12am to Bpm 
WEEKDAYS 
SATURDAYS b SUNUAY 
& SUNDAYS 
ADULTS CHILDREN cle ee Terie lA 
. Pp 30p ickers inema! Naceatsecorwt 
PERI, Fe fry tr Tower Pit ehtom the top Shelisport films Preis pantera 
‘ormula 1 teams showing throughout 
MSkai PRR, be each day. semeneent¥P# Of propulsion. 
: eT 
d Dancing How to at 
adio Luxembourg, et ther + oe 
4 discoopenon = 20 .New models Nowe Unde eeind: a 
(piercer many nights. Tune and hordes of interesting Tower Hill. Buses 42.73, i 
in to 208 cars, including F1, F5000, ‘Nearest BR stations ‘ 
Wine and for details. F2, F3, Historics, F. Atlantic, Fenchurch St, : 
dine afloat! mn. «cope Vee, CSGAm, ), London Bridge, Cannon 
it — > ‘arts, racing saloons, ‘Stand Wateriogte od 
200-seat restaurant sports cars, dragsters, a a 


and separal ay = funny cars, 
cafeteria on board ee ee facing 


catering forall tastes 
and pockets pl - 
[sir el ae Do a ton afloat 


licensed bars. 
in a Mexico! = Lots to see — 
- oF ‘atch up on the latest 
Seehowfastyoucan TE engines, accessorie 


get from 0-100 mph in a iS ips abr 

Shellsport Ford Mexico. fil Afterwards... Pete petit 
Dailyrollingroad speed have a drink, TOL ote 
trials open to all visitors. Mlm® dine or even stay at booklopa forneceyeere 


Each day's wi vs : . . 
‘ach day's winner drives 4M the supernew racing, Simoniz Drivers’ 


inan yy r 
ina real race at Brands! 4 = Tower Hotel Autograph Area 


midgets ! 
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NTERVIEW 


every possible aspect of 


most severe criticism for a long time. 


How did you arrive at your job at the RAC? 
Pure luck. I happened to be with Stanley 
Barnes during the war and after I was com: 

‘ating on the second post-war race in 
Jersey for the BBC I found myself sitting 
next to Barnes on the plane on the way back. 
‘This was the time when he was about to re- 
start the competitions department of the RAC, 

‘and sald he was looking for staff 

Can you say how many committees you 

serve on? 

Too many basically. 1 looked at my diary at 

the beginning of the year and found that I 
jdy- committed to 113. committees 

‘We have all sorts of committees 

the RAC, and at the FIA I serve on 
sporting regulations and safety 
committees. The sporting regulation com. 
mittee Is the one of which the title is the 
i xplanatory—they are the people 
deal with which» isn’t 
wechnical 
Can you describe the various departments and 
thelr duties at the RAC? 
We're not really very departmental except for 
rally authorisation which is separate in theory 
(but not physically), as it’s run by the Govern: 
ment. Apart from that, we really are jack of 
fall trades. As far as main responsibilities are 
concerned my own job is obviously to keep 
everything ticking and spend a lot of my time 
too much I often think—sitting at com- 
playing with politics which get more 
and more acute every year. It's rather like 
the TUC, there's so many trade unions in 
‘motor sport. 

Basil Tye looks after safety which involves 
all the circuit inspections and this entails 
Misting every Brith lrcult et east once 

iF and 40 or 50 speed event courses. Work- 
Yor that out, at an Inspection a day. results in 
‘a pretty fair task. Chris Belton looks after 
permits and the sanctioning of events which 
includes heading the rally authori 
also our front’ man at regional 
meetings. Under him Tony Mitch 

ly with rally authorisation: 

‘Gilsson looks, after the. organisation of our 

(except the RAC Rally) as well as such 
‘as homologation and the British 
formulae regulations. Les Needham is res- 
ponsible for such items as office administra. 
tion and servicing the technical committees 
(uch as scrutineers and timekeeoers) 
The RAC has often been criticised ror delays 
in rule-making. What Is your feeling on this 
matter? 
It worries me but either one is grumbled at 
for being autocratic or one has to put up with 
the delays of democracy. If we are talking 
about the delays over regulations for th 
British Group 1 championship, it's just a case 
of consulting too many people and trying to 
‘steer a middle course. The same can be said 
‘about the Green Paper which we have been 
working on for over a year—if you consult 
a lot of people it’s very time consuming. 
‘With the Green Paper, It wasn't produced by 
a rally committee sitting down on two oce 
sions, but was the result of contacts with all 
the fegional associations, many’ individual 
clubs and with the BTRDA. 
‘What Is the procedure for changing rules ? 
It depends what kind of rule it is. With 
regards to the General Competition rules 


everything. 


is speci- 
ind Nell Eason- 


can deal with changes in standing supplemen- 
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The man at the top 


By ROBERT FEARNALL 


As RAC’s Director of Motor Sport, Dean Delamont bears a tremendous responsibility covering 
‘sport. Therefore he and his relatively small staff —for the 
massive volume of work which they have to handle —are the targets for most abuse which is 
cast when something appears to be amiss within the sport. Like in many governing bodies, the 

‘but they take the blame. With all the current 


Ts It justified? Prior to Mr Heath's latest cut-backs prior to Christmas, I managed to take up 
moments of Mr Delamont’s valuable time to talk about the fuel crisis and some other 
problems which have afflicted the RAC and motor raci 


‘the past few seasons. 


tary regulations. The specialist committees 
(these are formed with experts in the differ- 
ent fields of motor sport), make the recom- 
mendations to the competitions committee for 
these changes. 

But most of these things don't eminate 
from someone's a certain committee 
meeting. There is usually some background 
to it with the person at the committee meet- 
ing either representing a group or he is bring- 
ing forward some thoughts gathered from his 
‘own contacts in the sport—you don't find 
that a group of people just sit round a table 
and brings things out of the air, 

Who appoints the members of the rule- 
deciding competitions committee ? 

Basically it’s the RAC main committee, It’s 
rather like appointing the cabinet. They are 
chosen on the basis of their position in the 
Sport and what contribution they could make 
to a committee's wo 

It has been said that a recommendation from 
the race specialist committee has been over- 
ruled by the main committee, thus creating a 
fareleal situation ? 

1 would say It's very rare and it would only 
happen In the case of something which affects 
policy. We all get a bit blinkered and if you 
have your nose too close to the ground, you 
sometime don’t see the overall picture and it 
may be the competitions committee may send 
something back for a rethink 

Do you see a time when the specialist com- 
mittee could make the rules ? 

[think you would find In the long run th: 
it would be undesirable in the same way th: 
we keep the House of Lords as a debating 
forum and as a check by the elder s: 

It's very similar in motor sport rei 


of Pall Mall and the Motor Sport Division ? 
It’s part of the general RAC organisation and 
our ‘only difference is that we moved from 
Pall Mail and were lucky to find this elegant 
home in the RAC hierarchy at Belgrave Squai 
which the RAC have at a very moderate rental, 
In fact we might be very fortunate for the 
Saudi Arabian Embassy is moving next door and 
perhaps we could organise our own pipeline ! 

The Motor Sport Division is expected to 
pay its own way and it manages to do so 
nowadays although there was a long period 
when it didn't pay its own way but the deve: 
lopment of motor sport has changed this. 

It has been recorded that the 1972 year 
ended with the Motor Sport Division making 
‘2 £11,000 profit. What happened to it? 
Well as things are at the moment it looks as 
though it’s going to keep us going next ye: 
because I can't see that next year's income 
fg going to be sufficient to keep the organisa- 
tion going. 

This sum was the result of the fact that 
there was a boom in sport. We do an annual 
budget and our basic premise is to break 
even. It so happened that in 1972 the sport 
developed quicker than we anticipated—we 
‘must be all glad about that and our business 
is to encourage the sport—and 1 think again 
you will finda substantial surplus in 1973, 
When the sport continued to expand. We 
weren't able to spend as much money as we 
would like because of the prices and pay 
Standstill—we were one of those unfortunate 
Organisations which got caught by the pay 
standstill—and unfortunately the motor sport- 
ing world has suffered because of it. We 
don't live on an island in that we are subject 


Dean Delamont: RAC Motor Sport Director, 
to ordinary economic considerations too and 
because of the pay standstill we did find it 
very difficult to recruit more staff. 1 know 
we've been subject to quite a lot of criticism 
but we would have liked to have spent more 
money in staff to help the servic 

How close a contact’ do you maintain with 
the CSI particularly as regards to forming 
new regulations ? 

‘When it comes to technical aspects I'm in the 
hot seat as 1 am chairman of the CSI techni- 
cal committee, but that in fact puts me in an 
embarrassing position in a way because the 
chairman shouldn't really be taking a partisan 
view and sometimes I've found it more dif- 
cult to put the British view than if I wasn't 
chairman. 

Did we have a large say in the recent Decem- 
ber CSI meeting on the future of Formula 1 
and Grand Prix racing with regards to the fuel 
crisis ? 

‘Actually I didn't attend that particular: meet- 
ing. It was a meeting with the President of 
the CSI and mainly the Formula 1 Associa. 
tion. It wasn't called in the first place be- 
cause of the fuel crisis—that was purely for- 
tultous—it was called to talk about reducing 
speeds and I believe we all know that the 
manufacturers and drivers don't want any. 
thing done to the cars. They put forward 
some strong arguments in favour of doing 
nothing to the cars, but in altering the 
eireults. 

‘However, the original idea of the meeting 
changed to the fuel side when it took place 
and. there was a long discussion on what 
could be done in view of the International 
complexity of the fuel situation, But no one 
reached any definite conclusions and nothing 
hhas happened since that meeting in that there 

ino further study on the technical side 
hich means the present formula must go on 

it ls for another year. 

how do you see the situation 
to the fuel crisis? 

Naturally we could turn motor sport to some 
other form of fuel, either benzine or meth- 
anol, but the major entrants are not very 
keen to do so if it can be avoided and all we 
can do is ¢o take action with our Govern- 
ment, which the RAC does intend to do. We 
shall be approaching the Government hand in 
hand with the SMMT, circuit owners, etc., 
and we hope we can agree a programme of 
motor sport irrespective of the fuel situation. 
We may have to have an alternative pro- 
gramme of motor sport depending on how 
the situation works out but we are in fact 
getting together this action committee of the 
RAC, SMMT, circuit owners and, I hope, the 
‘Association of Competition Car Manufacturers 
‘and Formula 1 Association so we can present 
to the Government a proper reasoned statisti 
cal case. I personally believe we will get a 
very sympathetic ear when it is seen clearly 
that motor sport fs an Important industry, 

‘At the moment we are suffering—and 1 
don't think unnaturally—from an emotional 
attack on the sport. It's rather like the old 
indy who threatened to strike me over the 
head with her umbrella at York because we 
were running the RAC Rally and how dis 
graceful it was. The problem is caused by a 
large section of the public who are very 
emotional about the way they are being 


rds 


affected and I think we have to let the dust 
settle down a bit. We all have to get used 
to the idea that we are not going to be able 
to motor as liberally as we did in the past 
and when the dust has settled down people 
will be more amenable to reason and study 
the facts and figures which will show that 
motor sport should carry on. 

It is certainly our intention to keep motor 
sport going as best as we possibly can— 
Obviously we do as it means a severe drop 
in the RAC Motor Sport's income as much 
fas it affects anyone else's in the sport 
Have you had many meetings with the Minis- 
ter of Transport Industries ? 

No. I think it would be unfair to have to 
worry him about motor sport at this precise 
moment. I think it’s true to say the Govern: 
ment themselves don't know what is going to 
happen and it will be a month or two before 
they could feel confident to talk about the 
future, (For the latest information, see Pit 
‘and Paddock.) 
If motor sport was cut back, do you feel it 
could be a benefit to the sport in that we 
have too much motor sport? 
It would be interesting and it should decide 
fone way or the other the rights or wrongs of 
the argument that we have too much motor 
sport in this country. I'm not casting my vote 
fon either side, 
How would you select the events if a cut-back 
is necessary? 
One would have to start with the international 
events, After all our argument at the present 
time is that motor sport is an_ important 
Industry which means that the first choice 
must be with international events and then 
work down the line as far as we can go. 
However if petrol rationing was introduced 
then people will be free to use their fuel as 
they want 
Turning away from that depressing subject, 
do you feel that there is enough co-operation 
between the various associations? 
These various associations are dealing with 
one particular aspect and it's the RAC’s job 
‘they do co-operate and amalga- 
various conflicting interests into 
for the sport. It may be a little 


smug to say what is best for the sport but 
everyone never agrees on this—however they 
always say that if you're right 51 per cent of 
the time you're a genius and 1 think that if 
you look back through the years we haven't 
Gone a bad job. 


As ie fair? 
T think a lot of it is unjustified. We felt 
that as the national club we should be running 
the premier race meeting and if we claim to 
be governors and guiding the sport then we 
ought to put ourselves on the stage for 
eriticism. We have got to learn in the same 

way other people learn—by experience. 
‘When it comes to criticism of inexperience, 
We try in the Grand Prix 


to pick th 
country. We go to the BARC, BRSCC and 
\BRDC and try to take the pick of their best 
officials and amalgamate them into what 
should be the best marshalling team in the 
whole country. We don't do a 100 per cent 
job of amalgamating them at times, but it's 
like leading an army. I always think that the 
organising of a major motor sporting event 
is very much like a military operation and T 
don't think people appreciate quite how much 
higher the pressures are on the two events 
‘we run—the Grand Prix and RAC Rally—than 
in organising other events in this country. 
‘There have been suggestions of a national 
marshal-training scheme. What Is the RAC’s 
‘opinion on such a scheme ? 
T think It would be a wonderful idea. 1 would 
like Co see, and I've talked about this for some 
ime, an educational trust for the training of 
‘motor sporting officials. It would have to be 
very well financed, if only to train the fire 
marshals, because’ that's a very expensive 
‘operation and one that worries me very much. 
T'don’t say that critically of the people in- 
volved who are all first class and dedicated 
to their job, but to give them the opportunity 
‘of really experiencing fire and going through 


adequate training. Even the amount of fuel 
and extinguishant used would amount to 
thousands of pounds. 

‘So how could it be financed? 

[think that we could get money from the 
‘Sports Council to start with, whose mandate 
it I to contribute to such things. Also spon- 
sors, citeuits and drivers could contribute. 
It's one of those things which is a good idea 
but would take a lot of time and a lot of 
Organisation. It may well be this present 
pause in motor sport will give the time to 
Zive this more attention. It's often said good 
comes out of evil—the last time we had 
petrol rationing during the Suez crisis I sat 
Gown and wrote the RAC Motor Sport Year 
Book and that's why we have some standing 
supplementary regulations! 


It Is said that the same circuit safety require- 
ments apply to all British circuits yet it's 
obvious that the safety standards of certain 
club circuits differ from those which hold 
international meetings. 

Perhaps we are too kind, but obviously they 
ought to be the same. You must give the 
Spectator as much protection to whatever 
category of racing you have and you must 
give similar driver and official protection. In 
practice It's not always possible because it 
Bets into the fleld of economies and there is 
Some disparity as a result. Our long-term aim 
is to have the same standards everywhert 
again one must bear economics in mind a 


‘not our job to go around closing motor race 


Circuits. Our business is to encourage motor 
racing and to keep it going within a certain 
overall pattern. 


However there Is not so much protection 
offered to the thousands of spectators on the 
RAC Rally. 

It causes Us concern about spectators on any 
rally. 1 just don't know what we do in this 
matter, There is a programme going on with 
the forestry commission to try to get some 
spectator areas created in some of the more 
popular forests and I hope it will succeed. 
Also we don’t get enough co-operation from 
the public themselves and we try to avold the 
high-speed stages. One other point to remem. 
ber ts that conditions of a’ rally differ to 
those of a race meeting in that the rally driver 
will drive at six- or seven-tenths compared 
with the racing man who drives at eight or 
fine tenths, 

Are there any new requirements regarding 
Safety for British circuits in 1974? 

Nothing new that’s already in the pipeline. 
which includes the erection of more debris 
fencing in the major spectator areas 


Following the Zandvoort tragedy, there was 
much discussion regarding changes in fire 
fighting methods. What is the current situa- 
te 


Well unfortunately the fuel situation is bug: 
ging us at the moment as we would need 
500. to 600 gallons of fuel to do a proper 
evaluation between the two systems and I'm 
fot quite sure how we are going to get it, 
We are at the situation where there Is an 
agreed programme of evaluation tests and we 
are already to go when we can get 600 
gallons of fuel to blithely burn. If you do 
this seriously and have comparable conditions, 
you have to use good quality fuel otherwise 
the whole thing Is cloaked in unreliability, 


I think we are in the situation where we 
have two bodies of hard-working people who 
both believe their system is the better one 
‘One may find they are equal or we both need 
modifications, but I would very much like 
this to go On as soon as possible. 

‘One of the big problems of safety in sport 
as a whole is that there has not been the 
possibility—again for economic reasons—to 
have scientific analysis of safety questions 
We put up Armco barrier, debris fences an 
really only do so on an empiric basis, Ideally 
fone needs about £1 million and go to a 

‘ch laboratory with lots of motor cai 
and lots of safety equipment, and really te 
them, But we don't—instead we have to work 
on empiric knowledge gained from accidents, 


not a great problem at all? 
I think it's going to be growing problem 
and not only confined to this country. It’s 
a growing problem worldwide and I can 5% 
& day when the pattern of motor racing will 
have to. be changed internationally. For 
example the local authorities have already 
clamped down on the number of meetings at 
Hockenheim because of noise and one of the 
states of America has banned motor racing 
for the same reason. Quite obviously some- 
thing will have to be done and I think it’s 
‘most unfair in many ways, as many other 
activities create equal disturbance. 


I Lived next to a race circuit where the 
was testing going on five or seven days per 
week IT might Join the prot butt 
Delieve the odd motor race meeting should be 
allowed to carry on with a reasonable amount 
of noise, Maybe we can reduce the noise 
evel to some extent but my own view is that 


Formula Ford has suffered from eligibility problems but Mr Delmont expresses hope of more 


‘eligibility serutineers in 1974 
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noise is an integral part of the spectacle. 
Te has been said that many homologation 
specials have been illegally pushed through 
regarding British manufacturers. What is your 
opinion and how much are the manufacturers’ 
claims checked? 

We at the RAC put forward applications for 
homologation and we like to feel in good 
faith that we are making an honest sub- 
mission. In this respect we don't normally 
do a check but try t0 keep our eyes and ears 
to the ground. 

Belgrave Square is a good place to see new 
cars and if looking out of the window in the 
evening, I see half a dozen models of a new 
‘car going round the square—assuming it's not 
the ‘same car going round six times—then 
I would assume a reasonable number had been 
made and were in the hands of the public 
On the basis of keeping our ears to the 
ground we would put forward an application 
believing what the manufacturer told us. In 
fact at this very moment we have told s 
well-known manufacturer not to put forward 
an application as we don't believe he has 
made the number he likes to dream he has. 
hen the application goes forward, then 
It’s up to the CSI homologation committee 
to decide whether they will make a check 
and if they do then they send over a non 
British team and to the best of their ability 
they will look in to the production situation. 
Iv’s very difficult to check the production of a 
‘motor car and you wouldn't belleve some of 
the ridiculous things that go on, I get involved 
because I often have to go and check foreign 
cars, Sometimes it's easy as when | went 
to check models from Porsche and Ferrari 
‘and there were 25 cars lined up In the factory 
in both cases and one could simply count 
them. But it’s very difficult to try to check If 
someone has built $000 models—you can look 
‘at the books, check the print out and the 
production line or go to the dealers or ring 
Up another country to see how many models 
have been imported. It’s a very. difficult 
Problem at which we do our best but 1 don’t 
guarantee that an “illegal” one has got 
through, 

What is your opinion on the claim that 

Imposed on competitors found che: 

the eligibility regulations 
enough, causiny 

the BRSCC (o take action Into thelr 

own hands ? 

I don’t think we've been able to exercise 

much control over eligibility as we would have 

Miked. Ten 


we will have or would have had a better team 
Higibility scrutineers. When it comes to 
imposed, It's rather like the death 
If you make the penalty too severe 
very reluctant to apply it. 1 think 
that not sucha drastic penalty but a more 
frequently used one is the remedy; perhaps 
@ totting-up procedure. 3 
When some of these people come before 
tribunals they come along with their tears in 
their eyes and wonderful excuses—" my 
mechanic polished the ports when I wasn't 
looking or my aunty gave me a present of a 
new cylinder head which J accepted in good 
T know it may sound funny now but 
rt of story we have been told. 
‘time when the non-profession: 
clubs. will stop organising motor racing meet- 
Ings of anything more than a restricted permit? 
Probably the time is approaching. If we're 
talking about motor race meetings where the 
public are very largely affected, I think the 
time will come when the number of organisa- 
tions will be even more restricted. We've 
already mentioned such items as the training 
of marshals, ancillary equipment, medical and 
fixe services etc and I can foresee a time when 
this is all part of a circuit. But then again 
this means that they are going to become 
Professional. How motor sport survives with 
@ professional band of officials, I really don't 
know but I believe the whole thing will be- 
come uneconomic overnight if you should 
start paying officials a reasonable rate. 
I happen to be a director of the Speedway 
Control Board and run all thelr major inter- 
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Production saloon car racing has often caused homologation problema but the RAC "have thelr 


ears and eyes to the ground” in this matter 
national speedway meetings in this country 
1d there you're dealing entirely with a pro- 
fessional staff. A very small one of course— 
dozen and a half people—but they are all 
paid for it and are teams attached to the 
circu. 
Do you not belleve that the once important 
RAC national Champlonships have lost a lot 
of their prestige? 
Unfortunately yes—they have been swamped 
by commercial championships. Maybe we're 
not quite so good at selling sponsorship as 
others are as they should be more important, 
with organised efforts made to find sponsor- 
ship. Another problem has been with points in 
that’ you would be surprised how tardy some 
organisers are in sending in their results 
If the RAC consider that a particular formula 
Is doing the sport harm, could they stop It? 
We would be reluctant to do 40 and we don't 
jel ‘it's our business. ‘The analogy I make 
about the FIA applies here, in that they pro- 


vide formulae which are goods in a shop 
window and it’s up to the organiser’ which 
goods he buys from that shop. window. 

‘The RAC have been criticised for thelr poor 
press and public relations side. 

We haven't a press/publicity side ag it comes 
under the press and publicity division of the 
RAC which is separate to our division, 
Regardless of the fuel crisis do you see any 
radical changes that must be made for the 
benefit of motor sport generally within 
near future? 

Radical changes, no. The sport develops all 
the time in small ways yet it develops very 
tele in basic principles. If you come down 
to basic problems within the sport, they 
change in size but they really are very little 
different from the basic problems when 1 
started, too many years ago to remember. In 
fact I got slung out of my first event, for not 
complying with what was alleged to be the 
spirit of the regulations. 


Regarding circuit safety, the RAC’s aim is to have the same safety standards everywhere. On 
this occasion snow hindered competitors on the controversial Cadwell circult, 


Road test 


The road holding s very safe indeed and entir 


ly predictable this being an easy car to dri 


MGB improves with V8’s 
increased torque 


The MGB has been with us for many years 


and is typical of traditional British sports 
cars, In its GT form, it has a practical coupé 
body with a tailgate for luggage, which 
greatly widens its appeal. However, the basic 


Gosign Is still of vintage simplicity and refine: 


ment Is not its strong point 

Now, British Leyland are offering an addi: 
tional model, with a very refined V8 engine 
that almost “doubles the torque and power 


Output of the usual 1.8-litre 4-cylinder unit. 
This Is the light-alloy engine of the Rover 
300, but modified for the MG installation, 
particularly in the induction department where 
the penthouse manifold is replaced by a low- 
level one, with the carburettors to the rear of 
the block. This completely avoids an unsightly 
bulge in the bonnet, which would restrict the 
driver's view 

The V8 is actually lighter than the four, 
but USA and other foreign regulations 
call for anti-pollution and silencing equipment 
which adds appreciably to the weight and 
slightly restricts the power output. A larger 
radiator with ¢wo electric fans is used and 
‘an oll cooler Is also fitted. A bigger clutch 
handles the torque and the MGC gearbox 
has been beefed up and furnished with closer 
ratios. ‘The rear axle has also been 
strengthened and the ratio has gone from 
3.91 to 3.07 to 1. Some stiffening of the 
springs has also taken place. A Laycock over- 
drive is fitted as standard. 

If one does not notice the V8. motif, the 
more powerful version of the MGB is indis- 
tinguishable from its four-cylinder sister. Even 
in the driving seat, the only clue is the smaller 
speedometer and ‘rev-counter dials, necessi- 
tated by the collapsible safety steering column. 
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engine is started, 
that this is a very 


As soon as the quiet 
however, itis obvious 
different machine. 


Because the engine is so unobtrusive, the 
car does not feel as fast as it is. Yet, Mt has 
a performance in the upper speed ranges 
Which the 1S-litre model, rather naturally, 
Cannot ‘approach. About 124 mph is possible 
fn direct top gear, with the rev-counter just 


going into the red, or the same speed may 
be achieved on overdrive with the engine well 
within its range. Overdrive will give an extea 
T mph or so on the level and a bit more 
under favourable conditions, well below the 
fed part of the dial. The engine is never noisy 


ice the V8 


If one does not ii 


from its four-cylinder 


the more powerful w 


by John Bolster 


fast on winding roads. 


but it Is even quieter when the overdrive 
engaged for high-speed cruisin 

The overdrive also permits fuel economie 
which is certainly its greatest virtue now 
Gays. Ata steady 50 mph the car gives 30 mpg. 
in direct drive and 32 mpg in overdrive. At 
70 mph, the respective figures are 25.6 and 
27.5, while at 100 mph they are 16.9 
20 mpg. On winding roads and in traffic, the 
eight-cylinder model may be just 
economical as the four since 


less 


changing is required, 

Because the engine is so smooth and quiet, 
the rest of the car perhaps shows up less 
Well. The gearbox Is audible when on the 


Indirects and there is road noise on some 


surfaces. The wind noise is rather obtrusive 
fat high cruising speeds, once again because 
it is not drowned by engine roar. The former 


tendency of the windows to bulge under high 
Wind pressure has been overcome, but at the 
expense of making slamming essential when 


sion of the MGB (s indistinguishable 
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Road test 


Left, the only mark distinguishable from its four-cylinder sister is the smaller speedometer and rev-counter dials, necessitated 
safety steering column. Right, the Rover 3.5-litre V8 surely the most ver satile engine that has yet been built. 


the doors are closed. 
‘The suspension is definitely hard and the 

ride choppy, especially at moderate speeds. 
On the other hand, the roadholding is very 
safe Indeed and entirely predictable, this being 
sy car to drive fast on winding roads. 

ally no. difference in handling 

‘and the ordinary MGB, except 


that the tail can come round fairly’ smartly 
if one over-accelerates out of a sharp bend. 
‘The offside rear wheel spins very easily, due 


to propshaft. torque tending to lift one end 
of the axle’ and depress the other, so a 
-slip differential might be a worthwhile 


The brakes are powerful with a light pedal 
action, giving plenty of instant bite for emer- 
Kency' stops, The gearchange, though, tends 
to be heavy and first gear can be difficult to 
‘engage at rest. This effect seems to be more 
noticeable when the box gets really hot 
during prolonged traffic driving. While Tam 
being critical, I should mention that the heater 
is not very ‘powerful and the spoke of the 
steering wheel can obscure the blue light 
indicating that the headlights are on main 
beam. 

‘Quite wide doors make entry easy and the 
seats are comfortable. Behind the seats is a 
padded compartment, suitable for a dog or a 


| 
‘| [mes etvs| | | 
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baby. The main luggage space is approached 
by lifting the tailgate, which gives excellent 
accessibility but not _much privacy for one’s 
Sulteases. Regarded purely as a 2-seater, the 
MG can carry enough impedimenta for the 
most prolonged continental tour. 

The bonnet could scarcely be fuller of 
engine and ancillaries. Nevertheless, the main 
items which are lkely to need attention are 
quite get-atable. The electric radiator fans 
ever Come into action on the open road, but 
when they start while the quiet engine is 
idling they produce a surprisingly loud hum. 
‘Though the body shape stems from 1965, it 
has a pleasantly functional look which has 
not really dated and the new Dunlop wheels, 
with ventilated light-alloy centres, enhance its 
appearance. 

Technically, the MGB GT V8 is perhaps 
new wine in an old bottle. It gives a harder 
ride than one would get with the latest 
suspension systems, but its vintage handling 
characteristics are beloved of many enthusi- 
asts. It's small enough to be nippy in traffic 
fand it is not burdened with a long bonnet, 
that curse of the traditional British sports 

‘Surely the Rover 3.5-litre V8 is the most 
versatile engine that has yet been built. It 


the axle, and depress the other. 


The offside rear wheel spins very easily due to propshaft torque tending to lift one end of 


works marvels in the Range Rover and it 
turns the staid old MGB into a 125 mph flyer. 
To substitute a modern plece of light-alloy 
engineering for an olde tyme cast-iron lump 
must be progress, and the resulting sports car 
is no hybrid but an excellent performer with 
moderate fuel consumption. 
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S. €. H. Davis was lying second in the works 3-litre Bentley at Le Mans in 1926 when he ran out of brakes and stuck the car firmly in the 
sand at Mulsanne in the closing stages of the roce. In 1927 he drove the same car again (it was always known as “Old Number 7", the 


umber it carried in '26) and crashed in th 


melee at White House, 


Recalling the Bentley 
days with Sammy Davis 


By EOIN YOUNG 


As the old man described the scene you could have been sitting there with him in the 3-litre 
Bentley at Le Mans in 1927 thundering through the night with the world concentrated into 
the wash of the lights of the road ahead and the split chestnut palings that served in place 
of Armco barriers in those vintage days. It was coming up to 10 o'clock at night and the 
three-car Bentley team was comfortably in command as they prepared for their second refuel- 


ling stop and driver chang 


‘The cars carried numbers 1, 2 and 3, with 
No I being Bentley's big gun—a special 
Tong-chassis 3-litre model with the engine 
extended to just on 4.4-litres. The drivers 
Were Frank Clement and J. D. Callingham 
and there was nothing to touch it. After two 
hours Clement had completed 13 laps of the 
10,7 mile track, broken his own lap record 
twice with the hood still up and had covered 
140.86 miles beating last year's record by 
nearly nine minutes. He had lapped the pair 
of 3-litre works Bentleys then in second and 
third place with Benjafield ahead of 
d'Erlanger on the 12th lap, having some diff 
culty in getting past because neither team 
driver imagined a challenge from behind nor 
conceived the prospect of being lapped so 
soon by the team leader. After about three 
hours with fuel, oil and water replenished 
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and the hoods furled, No 1 was driven by 
Callingham, No 2 by George Duller and No 3 
by Sammy Davis. 

The race was something of an atonement 
on several counts as far as Davis, the 40- 
year-old sports editor of Autocar was con. 
Cerned, because his employers on the maga. 
zine had decreed that he should not drive 
for the same team in the same race more than 
once in case this should be regarded as pre. 
judice by other teams, something that the 
august magazine could not countenance. And 
yet this was the second year in a row that 
Davis was driving a Sitre Bentley at Le 
Mans and it was the same car. In 1926 Sammy 
bad been comfortably in second place when 
the brakes failed at Mulsanne and he 
ploughed into a sandbank. It was important 
that he should regain faith with the old car 


but continued to win the race. 


(he had crashed it in 1926) and with W. O. 
Bentley who ruled his team from the pits 
with an fron hand thinly covered by a velvet 
glove. 

The new “4)" was strong, turning out 
118 bhp at 3500 rpm for a top speed just 
‘on 100. mph, while the 3litre models pro- 
duced 86 bhp at 3500 rpm and. were over 
geared at 90 mph. These horsepower figures 
were flash readings taken on the dyno rather 
than subjecting the big 4-cylinder engines 
to any prolonged test-bed work. The theory 
was to save the engines for the 24 hour race 
so that they would reach peak condition at 
around half distance, 


The Benjafield/Davis Bentley was to be 
fondly known as Old Number 7 ever after, 
No 7 being its number in 1926 when it ended 
the race in the sand, It was bought by Dr 
Benjafield after that race for his own private 
use, but was recalled to the works team for 
each -major race. Changes from 1926 spec 
included a new engine and rear axle. 

It had been getting dark as the new drivers 
set out just after seven and nearly three 
hours later as they started looking for the 
signal to the pits, the White House drama 
unfolded in horrifying rapidity. In those days. 
White House was slightly downhill, a narrow 
jink between a paling fence that offered scant 
protection to a white-painted house and farm 
Shed on the left and a bank on the right, 

Wf you could squeeze through there at some- 
thing like 90 you were right for the pull up 
past the pits. Callingham was sweeping in with 
the big 4)" committed for the kink when 
he saw, much too late, the nose of a 
Schneider sticking through’ the flattened fence 
fon the left, He swerved to try and dodge 
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the French car, but the Bentley got away 
from him, crashed into the bank on the right 
‘and. rolled over on its side throwing the 
river out relatively unscathed. Seconds later 
Duller, a top steeplechase rider, needed more 
than a’ jockey's reactions to cope with the 
‘Same situation that had confronted Calling. 
ham—with the added complication of Calling- 
ham’s car blocking any escape. Duller's 3-litre 
ploughed into the side of the “44" climbing 
the bared underside to rear skywards. 

Fortune smiled on Sammy Davis, although 
‘at that instant it probably didn’t ‘seem like 
it. The Schneider driver had been in trouble 
before he ever made it as far as the yard 
‘of the now-famous White House, and it was 
‘white chips from the chestnut palings grazed 
by the out-of-control. Schneider that alerted 
Davis to the possibility of an accident ahead 
Ie was some sixth sense that perhaps slowed 
him a few miles an hour but at least alerted 
him and when he swept round 
to see the incredible carnage ahead of him 
he was already off the throttle and dragging 
‘on the handbrake, And that is the electrifying 
Vnstant that he captured for me on canvas, 
‘painting all the more commanding because 
it has” been painted by the _ subject 

The rest of the accident is history. Davis 
slewed into the S-litre striking it a glancing 
blow and cannoning off into the giant carcase 
of the 4)", bending the frame, buckling 
the right front wheel and crushing the mud: 
guard and headlight. Davis struggled back to 
the pits and repaired the damage as best he 
could, wiring a Metropolitan Police-type 
lantern to the right-hand screen pillar, and 
after something like an hour he rumbled back 
into the race to the applause of the crowd 
and the relief of the Bentley pit. 

‘The chassis was bent and the brakes came 
on 1-4-32 Instead of altogether but you got 
Accustomed to it. It did feel rather strange, 
though." ‘The bent chassis, the uncertain 
lights and then rain conspired to slow the 
pace of the race for Benjafield and Davis 
but with the dawn they were lying second 

me distance behind an Arles which was 
‘about to start slowing with a problem that 
Cventually retired it and the Bentley was left 
out front to win by an incredible 212 miles 
Bt an average speed of 61.36 mph for the 
24-hours despite the crash, the long pitstop 
land the damage 

Sammy Davis is 86, coming up 87, and 
he recounts twinkling’ Jittle vignettes from 
hls career, lacing in trivia as detail embroidery 
fon situations that took place in the Good 
Old Days. His little studio in Gulldford, 
Surrey, is cluttered with motoring books, and 
around the wall are paintings of his own. 
‘An easel stands in one corner, along with 
the paraphernalia of a painter at’ home. There 
is a chewmatic typewriter at his desk, but 
these days he does more painting ' than 
writing. He has a ready market for his oils 

‘Sydney Charles Houghton Davis was born 
on January 9, 1887. He went to school with 
Malcolm Campbell and in 1903 he enrolled 
in the Slade Art School in London, but two 
years was enough to persuade him that he 
Couldn't eat paint and the chance of making 
a living ‘with paintbrush and pallet were 
Slim, He joined Daimler ag an apprentice in 
1906 and found himself in the drawing office 
with F. Gordon Crosby, a man who was to 
draw and paint his way into motoring history 
in the pages of Autocar. It was Crosby who 
lured Davis into magazines as an illustrator 
with Automobile Engineer in 1910 by which 
time he was an avid motorcyclist, motori 
‘and sometime flyer. He spent the first war 
in the RNVR armoured car division emerging 

@ lieutenant, and by 1921 was a member 
of the AC works team racing at Brooklands. 

He remembers the first AC he raced. “ They 
produced that extraordinary machine which 
Was crab-tracked and in no circumstances 
Whatever could you get it to do anything 
at all, but after all, with your first racing 
Car you don’t care about small things like 
that, do you? 

Fifty years ago Davis was riding mechanic 
to the famous Louls Zborowski in the French 
Grand Prix at Lyon driving a Miller. 
Zborowski was the son of a Polish Count 
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Sammy 
corner in 19 


Davis, with painting on the easel beside 
to Eoin Young. 


who had been killed when his Mercedes 
crashed during the La Turble hillclimb in 
1903. The throttle and ignition levers were 


on top of the steering wheel and as he 
approached a bend he closed the throttle 
but In leaning forward to turn Into the corner 
his shirt cuff caught the throttle lever and 
opened it fully causing the crash. His son 
Kept the cuff links his father had been wear: 
ing and often showed them to friends, but 
refused to wear them. He was the man Behind 
the famous aero-engined Chitty-Chitty-Bang: 
Bangs, the giant specials built for Brooklands. 

“Lou was a delightful being.” Davis 
remembers. “We stayed at a farmhouse in 
the country the night before the race and 
Thad to walk him about until three in the 
morning because he'd got nerves. Said he 
was going to get killed. He'd driven in GPs 
before but never in a combined start. This 
was the first one and. nobody believed it 
would be safe, bat In fact it was because 
with 500 miles of racing ahead everyone was 
waving the other chap off and it looked as 
though we would never get going!” 

It, was a contemporary. Indy-type Miller 
and completely unsultable for European road 
racing. There was just enough room for two 
in the cramped. cockpit. 

“We got on quite well until the steering 
came loose and one had to cut a hole in 
the body to get at the steering adjustment 
thrust nut. Everything was OK then until about 
half distance when the car suddenly started 
veering from side to side and bouncing off 
the banks and verges. I said “Lou, what are 
you doing?” you see, and he said “Ir doesn't 
handle.” I could see that. But then I looked 
over the side and there was a broken shock 
absorber dangling on the left front, so I told 
him to drive quietly to the pits. 

Lou wasn't programmed to drive anywhere 
quietly and at the gruesomely-named Virage 
de Ia Morte a right-angle turn at the end 
of the straight, the Miller smashed through 
the barricades and back on to the road. At the 
pits Sammy discovered that most of the studs 
holding the front springs had sheared off 
and the front axle was about to come adrift 
so the car was retired. 


Later that year Zborowski was given a 
Mercedes works drive and it was at the 
wheel of a 2litre straight-8 GP Mercedes 


at Monza that he met his death when the 


him, describes the scene at White House 


car skated on oll and slammed into a tree. For 
Some unfathomable reason he had been 
tempting providence by wearing his father's 
La Turbie cuff links for the first—and 

In 1974 Bugatti owners from all over the 
world will converge on Lyon to commemorate 
the first appearance of the beautiful Type 35, 


the car that was later to dominate racing 
and become probably the most successful 
Competition car ever built 

Sammy Davis recalls the Bugatt! debut in 
1924 with a less than respectful air. " Before 
the Type 35 they were rough little cars 
really. These new ones were beautiful. But 
Bugatti always built racing cars with one 


In every single one of 
them. This time he'd got a very bright idea, 
At half distance we all had to stop and 
change all four wheels and adjust the brakes 
So Bugatti had made the brake drums on the 
Second set of wheels a little less in diameter, 
a see, so that it would take up the brake 
wear when you changed the wheel and this 
Sounded fine, The trouble was that abot 
Quarter distance we came upon Chassagne’ 


thoroughly bad faul 


Bugatti on the side of the road with him 
‘and his mechanic filing the brake shoes 
because they'd got a puncture and they 
couldn’t get the” spare wheel on! It wi 


Such a bright idea, too. 

His first road race as & driver was with 
the Sunbeam works team at Le Mans in 1925. 
He co-drove with Chassagne and finished 
second. In 1926 he drove a 3-litre Bentley 
and was second with 20 minutes to go with 
fading brakes when he ran out of road at 
Mulsanne and lost the race in the sand. In 
1927 he came back again with Bentley to win. 
In 1928 he was ninth in an Alvis at Le Mans 
and raced a Riley in the Tourist Trophy. The 
following season he raced a Lea Francis, and 
in 1930 he was a member of the Bentley 
team again at Le Mans, In 1931 it was an 
Invicta that carried him into a crash in the 
rain at Brooklands and put him out of action 
Tong enough to write his first, and possibly 
his best-known book "Motor Racing. 

Why did Davis switch cars so frequently? 
It was his dual role asa racer and a writer 
having its effect. Asa staffman on Autocar 
the management felt that he should not 
become allied to any one team in case this 
should be regarded as prejudice by other 
‘companies and the instructions handed down 
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were that he could not drive for the same 
team two races running—but there was 9 
proviso. "They allowed one thing. If you 
had trouble while you were well placed, as 
Td had with the Bentley brakes in '26, you 
could run for the team again to please the 
manufacturer. They never thought it. was 
quite right for me to show favour for one 


team in particular. 

Davis raced for Singer and Lea Francis in 
the 1930s and even won a boat race in @ 
Birmal in 1939, but it was as one of the 
Bentley Boys that he is best remembered. 
Oddly enough, Sammy hates the tag ” Bentley 
Boys” because of the suggestion. it carries 
that they were all rich young men, three 
mistresses. drinking champagne with’ apart 
ments In Park Lane. “It's irritating. You get 
it over and over again. It was NOT a question 

rich people doing something for fun 
because you couldn't, | mean the whole thing 
was a planned team running according to the 


S.C. H. (Sammy) Davis 
trategy that had been thought out before. 
hand and the tactics that were possible in 


tuations that arose ‘did what ws were 


told and if you didn't you wouldn't be asked 
drive again. And that applied from Babe 
(Barnato) who owned the firm, down to 
myself 
But while Sammy insists that the Bentley 
Boys weren't really as rakish as they were 
painted, you emerge with the sneaking sus. 


picion that perhaps some of them really were 
but Sammy wasn't. Drivers like Barnato and 
Birkin surely had their high life away from 
the track while knuckling down to the job 
in hand when they were racing. You read 
of the mechanics referring to their drivers 
collectively as “* playboys "and mechanics are 
often more perceptive than one might sup- 
pose, Was it Sammy giving his all for racing 
at the track and then concentrating on writing 
about it afterwards—the man who lived for 
his racing 24 hours a day and didn’t want 
his picture of it dulled by daily newspaper. 
men suggesting It was all a jolly gante with 
champers and. pretty girls? 

Davis was back on the Bentley team for 
the company’s last works appearance at Le 
Mans in 1930, Three works Speed Six models 
were entered for Barnato/Kidston, Clement/ 
Watney and Davis/Dunfee as well as a team 
of supercharged 4j-litre Bentleys entered by 
the Hon Dorothy Paget for Birkin/Chassagne 
and Benjafield/Ramponi. It was five British 
cars against a lone works Mercedes, a super. 
charged 7.\-litre SS driven by  Carraciola 
and Werner. It was the Tommys against the 
Kaiser all over again. The 6i-litre works 
Bentleys were developing about 180 bhp, the 
supercharged 4j-litre cars from the Paget 
team were giving around 230 bhp under 
high stress, and the 7,089 cc Mercedes was 
turning out something like 170 bhp normally 
aspirated but by cutting in the blower it 
came up to about 275 bhp, so the stage was 
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set for quite a race. The key to it all was 
that the Mercedes drivers were only allowed 
to use the blower for acceleration, not for 
out top speed. The works cars were 
reliable if down on power, the Pacet cars were 
Up on power and down on reliability and the 
Mercedes relied in keeping their rationed use 
of the supercharger a secret 

The race was unravelled at a pre-race get- 
together organized by the Automobile Club 
de L'Ouest in the course of which Benjafield 
kicked Carraciola’s wife's dog into the river 
and Davis discovered the secret of the 
Mercedes supercharger ! 

“The club insisted on our having @ special 
lunch with the Mercedes lot and (one never 
really liked Germans, I'd had enough of them 
in the "14 war) Rudi Carraciola was. there 
with a very oraamental wife, Now Beniy was 
Inclined to be a little lively, let _us say 

‘and he tried to get into conversation 
with her but it didn't work, There was a little 
stream running through the grounds of the 
cafe where we had the lunch and she had a 
little ‘Dachshund which Benjy began edging 
towards the water with his foot. One knew 
what was going on and it was so funny to 
watch him watching everyone else and edging 
the dog towards the stream with bis foot 
until it finally fell in. Benjy rescued it ina 
most dramatic manner . . . and spent the rest 
of the afternoon talking to he 


“During the lunch we found out that the 
blower on the Mercedes was put in only when 
you pushed the throttle right forward and It 
was to be used (and this was most strict) only 

f acceleration and not top speed, Mf it was 


used for more than that, chances were that 
the engine would pack ‘up 0 our strategy 
was to keep him at full speed in such @ way 


that he was tempted to keep his blower in. 
Thad that job and Babe was in support and 
the third 6} was kept right back running at 


ered at which it was certain to finish. 
“You came down the long straight which 
in those days came from Le Mans city $0 It 
was quite fast and going down to Mulsanne 
Corner one ran up to him and sort of tapped 
fon the side of the Bentley in a lazy manner 
—actually you were having absolute bloody 
ell getting round the corner with one hand, 
but the idea was to make him think it was 
easy for you. Then again you would pull right 


Up to him. on. the. straight a'mnst over 
revving to do it, but looking as though it was 
easy to un-nerve him. And it worked. He kept 


the blower in and blew up! They were three 
wonderful hours 
Davis changed with Dunfee during the first 


Davis 
confronted by the 


rememb 


pit stop and on his first lap Dunfee parked 


the "61" inextricably in the sand at 
Pontliewe. Birkin had been the hero of the 
opening laps jousting with the Mercedes in 


his blower Bentley, actually passing the white 


SS on the fourth lap but dropping a wheel 
in the dirt and flinging the tread off the tyre 
as he did so, Valour before discretion was 
always strong in Birkin’s book and he con- 
tinued with the treadless rear tyre and 
actually set_a new lap record until the tyre 


burst at Arnage on the sixth lap, Barnato 
then came in with the rigid tactics worked out 
with W.O., and the two cars traded the lead 
well into the night until the Mercedes finally 
failed to re-start after a pit stop just after 
two in the morning and was wheeled away. 
The official reason given was dynamo failure 


and flat batteries. The two works Bentleys 
finished first and second. 

One of the vintage pieces of racecraft 
employed by Bentley’ in those vintage days 
felated to signals, "We hada. big 


rectangular metal signal with a red and white 
yhequer on the top and black hand that was 
raised to increase speed, level for “ steady ” 
x dropped to decrease pace. When it pointed 


to the nits you stooped. By half distance you 
knew that your rivals would have cottoned 
on to this. s9 after 12 hours in a 24-hour 
race we would change the signal so that if 


the hand went down you went faster and if 
itcame up you went slower. It worked every 


time. narticularly in the race with the 
Mercedes.” 
As “Casque" he dominated the racing 


scene from the pages. of 
rs 10 the point wher 
as a writer and an artist. has 
to equal his track record. The little beard, a 
black beret, and a curved pipe became Davis 
trademarks and in later years he confined his 
ition activities to outings with Beelze. 
ub. an 1897 Leon Bolle tri-car (now in the 
Indianapolis Speedway museum) in Brighton 
runs, The veteran car always carried @ fag 
ona small standard in front. “It was the 
Mercantile Marine. international signal." D 
which, if flown by. itself, means "I 
manoeuvering with great ‘difficulty. Plea: 
give me plenty of room 
That's the sort of man Sammy 


Autocar for 
his reputation 


press, 


Davis was 


And still Is. It's not often you meet a m 
who has lived with racing since it started 
and. still retains an active Interest, and a 
memory that spans the century. plucking 
anecdotes from a crowded career. We left 
him working on en oll painting of Murray 


Rainey’s Monza Alfa Romeo. 


rs it from 1927 in Bentley No, 3 10 be 


‘cars at White House, 
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Don’t miss this 
re-publication offer! 


*xGrands Prix *F2, F3, FSO00 «CanAm «Rallies 
*xEndurance racing *Saloons, GTs, sports cars 


oe 
Save £1 on the most 

complete and up-to-date 

Annual of the Motor 

Racing Year 


Published January 11th, £4.25 | 
Pre-Publication offer, £3.25 
Offer expires January 8th. 


All the action, excitement and 
atmosphere of the sport is captured in 
the pages of this beautiful book... 


Detailed Grand Prix reports with full results, 
team-by-team analysis and lap charts are 
backed up with superb action photography 
by some of motor racing's best 
photographers. 

Authoritative reports detail the facts - and 
the lessons behind the facts—of the 1973 
season in all major areas of the sport 
sports car racing, F2, CanAm, F3, 
Interserie, F5000, 2-litres, touring cars, 
GTs, NASCAR, Tasman, USAC and 
international rallying. 

And a wealth of special features cover the 
big stories and talking points of the motor 
racing year. There's a foreword by World 
Champion Jackie Stewart. An exclusive 
article on successful Grand Prix newcomers 
Hesketh Racing. A controversial 
assessment of the Top 10 Formula 1 
drivers of 1973, and tributes to drivers who 
tragically died in accidents during the year 
There's and examination of the various 
crises attacking motor racing at the 
moment, and a look at those vital men in 
the background behind any Grand Prix 
success, the mechanics 

The Formula 1 teams are examined in 
detail, with exclusive statistics, technical 
specifications and data for the whole 
season. And there's a 16-page portfolio 

of all the year’s major results. 
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A future Grand Prix contender from Austria? 


HELMUTH 
KOINIGG 


By PAUL THOMPSON 


Koinigg at this 
‘Opel 2-litre engine. 


year's Dobratsch 


Recently, AUTOSPORT carried a 
profile on Austria's top driver, Niki 
Lauda, but not so well known is 
another Austrian whose exploits are 
marking him as future World Cham- 
ionship material — 25-year-old 
Viennese Helmuth Koinigg. 


hillctimb with the Bergmann-modified March 


Formula Super Vee in Europe is now at the 
point where it could usurp F3 as the recog- 
ised single seater way into F2 and Fl. The 
‘competition is fierce and the racing close—on 
the lines of the old I litre F3! Koinigg has 
contested the series since its inception in 
1971 and this year took the premier cham- 
pionship, the VW Gold Cup. The less 
Prestigious Castrol GTX Trophy, though not 
Seriously contested by the  Austrian—he 
missed three early rounds—still yielded the 
runner up spot. The Americans think highly of 
the Gold Cup and talk of the winner as 
“World Champion.” Big money is available 
across the Atlantic and’ in Europe, and with 
good organisation and expanding interest 
from constructors and aspirant drivers, the 
Formula Is now firmly established, 

Drives for Ford in the works Capri and 
Zakspeed Escort have left a favourable im- 
pression in Koln, whilst Porsche/Martin were 
Impressed enough with Helmuth’s driving of 
the Carrera to offer a contract for all. the 
World Championship of Makes events next 
year. A works F2 ride with March was turned 
down as long ago as 1971, but next year a 
full season will be undertaken with a new 
car from Kaimann constructor Kurt Berg- 
mann and an Opel engine. 

Koinige’s delight in speed goes back to his 
teens though he has always been. involved 
with sport. Born in Vienna in November 1948, 
he spent most of his childhood in the Styrian 
countryside before his parents returned to 
Wien. By the age of 14, he had tasted suc- 
cess as a national junior champion in gym- 
nastics while building up his considerable 
skiing abilities. His mother, a former Austrian 
champion, was a great asset here and for 
three years, Helmuth enjoyed many successes 
in the Austrian junior B team. An interest in 
engines was also kindled around this time and 
then motor racing started to bite, At 16, he 

-quired a very old VW Beetle, two years be- 
fore the legal age limjt for driving on the 
road. The problem now was one of money, 
for his parents, though quite wealthy, were 
not at all amused by cars and speed. ‘Tenta. 
tive approaches for assistance were squashed 
with a very firm “No!” Thus the car became 
a mobile test bed for the experimenting Hel- 
muth, and gradually it found its way to’ small 
slaloms, sprints and club events, very much 
In secret of his parents. As Helmuth recalls, 
"There was always a money problem. 1 hi 
to win races, as there was no money for gas. 
back.” 

At 17, he left school and racing dropped 
into the background when he went to Sweden 
for four months. Making pictures for shirt 
and jumper advertising proved less lucrative 
than he had hoped, so he took a job as a 
steward on a night club ship. Swedish was 
added to his fluency in English and French 
land he returned to Austria with an increased 
appreciation of the fairer sex and a pocketful 
‘of money. Though the Beetle was occasionally 
used for “competition.” university entrance 
was more important. Helmuth is still studying 
whilst racing and hopes to have his Doctor- 
ate in Philosophy from Wien University next 
year. Not content with one course, he also 
Studies engineering at the technical univer: 
sity where he should finish his Diploma in 
1975. 

Thus, it was not until 1969 that the racing 
bug became really serious. At that time, Niki 
Lauda’s "68 Cooper S was hot property and 
Helmuth scraped enough schillings together 
to become its sixth owner. Success followed 
immediately. Four out of five circuit races 
were won including a third overall, first in 
class at a big Group 2 event at Aspern. By 
June, another four wins in international hill- 
limbs, including two overall, had brought 
the name Koinigg to one Helmut Marko, who 
at that time was involved in the McNamara 
Projects. Marko invited the 20 year old 
Koinigg to test the McNamara F Vee at 
Hockenheim. It was Helmut's first time in a 
single seater and he quickly logged up a time 
just 1.2s slower than the Doctor before dis- 
appearing off the track! Marko was not put 
off however, and his race debut followed soon 
after on the Sudschleife of the ‘Ring. It 
was not an awe-inspiring debut—the enthusi- 
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astic Kolnigg came to rest upside down in 
a tree and in true comic style, undid his seat 
belt to drop to the ground and contemplate 
what this racing business was really 
about! 

‘At the Usterreichring, however, in his first 


European championship race, things went 
much more smoothly and he led the race 
from Marko, until two laps from the end 


when the fuel ran out, The daunting prospect 
of the Nordschleife foliowed, but after setting 
fastest practice time, he totalled the car in 
the next session. More prangs followed in 
what he describes as a ‘crazy season ”—six 
in’ all, though a few minor races and hill 
climbs were ‘won as compensation. 

‘With the thought that he had blown his 
chance, he was sceptical of the 1970 s 
But McNamara and Marko were not 
worried and he was promised F3 and F Ford 
in addition to Vee, Things were looking 
better, but it was a lean time. He stayed on 
the track more often, and scooped up a few 
European Vee wins, but the F Ford only got 
to the testing stage whilst the F3 ride never 
materialised after the outfit wound up in 
mid-season. The saving grace came towards 
the end of the year when he took one of the 
new Bergmann Austro-Kaimann Super Vees to 
Second at the Ashkelon race in Israel 

Tt was the start of a new association which 
continues today, for Bergmann invited 
Koinigg to drive the Kalmann in the new 
European Super Vee series, whilst Helmuth 
had drummed up a sponsor to do some F 
Ford with a Lotus 69, on condition that he 
repaid the money. It was a frustrating year. 
Whilst leading the Gold Cup in seven races, 
he retired seven times! Two events were won 
though and Helmuth reflects "There were 
no crashes which was good for my image.” 
Only four F Ford events were taken in how- 
ever. Having taken delivery of his new 69 
from Hethel, Helmuth went along to the race 
supporting the Race of Champions. As you 
may recall, one Jody Scheckter hit the head: 
Hines in that one, whilst Koinigg came home 
fan ill handling fourth, At Ricard, the handling 
‘was still the big headache, but once this was 
sorted out, he went to Nivelles, landed pole 
position and won his heat before retiring in 
the second when a spark plug broke. The last 
race that year was the Euro Final supporting 
the ill "a.ed victory race at Bre vds, N= «..ne- 
Jess, his ensuing win in front of people who 
mattered, added further to his image as a 
good up’ and coming prospect. 

The chancesof an F2 works ride with March 
alongside Peterson was reluctantly turned 
down when, "1 could not bring any money.” 
‘The seat went to Lauda and Helmuth returned 
to Austria to do another season in Super Vee 
for Bergmann. The formula was really 
blossoming, but just two drivers mattered. 
Koinigg and Manfred Schurti. The title went 
to the Liechtenstein driver by just one point 
with seven wins to Helmuth’s six, whilst the 
GTX Trophy was narrowly lost by two points. 
Drives in other formulae were few, but team 
managers had not forgotten the young 
‘Austrian and in October, along with 59 other 
drivers, he went along to Zolder to test a 
Works Capri, His abilities were confirmed 
when he turned out to be the only one not 
to over rev the engine and ended up second 
quickest 

For 1973, he stayed with Bergmann for the 
third year in Super Vee as works driver, 
whilst all the other drivers in the Bosch Rac- 
ing Team entourage pay for their rides one 
way or another. Bergmann had also modified 
a March 722 to accept an Opel 2-lltre engine, 
with the intention of doing a few F2 races, 
with his pro.ege, A few drives with Ford and 
later a couple in the Martini Carrera would 
see quite a busy and important year. The 
main goal though was the Gold Cup and des- 
pite mechanical gremlins and tyre trouble in 
& few races, the series was wrapped up with 
four firsts, a second, third, fourth, and sixth. 
‘The less ‘prestigious GTX Trophy was not 
contested seriously, but races were entered 
when there was not a clash resulting in a 
good second place with another three wins 
a second and a third, 

‘The F2 programme was abandoned, due to 
lack of development time and instead, the 
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Koinige is well known for his excellent Super Vee 
‘Gunnar Nilsson and Mika Arpiainen. 


car was taken to the hills, where the Austrian 
Championship was sewn up. In Group 2 the 
Capri was having its year of trouble. The 
Salzburg race was snowed off, but at Le 
Mans, Helmuth was lying first in class before 
co-driver Vinatier over-revved the engine and 
Birrell took over, coming home with a broken 
valve. At Spa, it was the Capri problem of 
2 broken cylinder head. The couple of outings 
in the Zakspeed Escort bore more’ fruit, At 
the Ndrburgring 6 Hours, with Werner 
Schommers, Koinigg was leading his class 
by the proves vial mile estadlisn'ag a new 2 
Mitre record, before the rear suspension failed 
shortly after Schommers took over. But at 


German national race at Diepholz, in the 
pouring rain, he did not put a foot wrony 
Tapping all but second placed man Menzel 


{that by a mere 300 metres) on his way to 
victory. The venture Into. sports cars pro- 
duced a third at the Le Mans 4 Hours with 
Schurth and a ninth at the Usterreicaring 1000 
Kms, with the Martini Carrera 

‘The offers have been coming in through the 
year, for this affable young man, whose aim 
is to reach FI. The chance of an F2 and Group 


Koinigg in the Zakspeed Escort at the ‘Ring 6 Hours 


Je successes, seen here at Karlshoga leading 


2 ride backed by Ford has not materialised, 
though i a third works Capri is run next 
year, we may see Helmuth at the wheel on 
decasions. Super Vee is now a thing of the 
past though a few lucrative events will be 
Undertaken in the States early next year— 
Daytona for  sure—where the Americans 
expect to see the World Champion ™ battling 
ie out with thelr own Super Vee champ, AB 
mentioned at the beginning of this article, 
Martini have signed the Austrian for all the 
World Championship sports car races in a 
new Carrera but the test will be in Formula 
2.” Helmuth has decided to remain with 
Bergmann who has a new chassis on the 
stocks to be propelled by the Opel engine. 
It's a big gamble tor the par-nership, 20) auch 
has been learnt this year from the hillclimb 
car and with aces like Alfred Apfelbeck 
breathing on the motor, Koiniga’s driving and 
Bergman's chassis talent, there Is no 

to think that they should not be reasonably 
successful, Experience, or lack of, could be 
the problem, but don't be surprised to x 
Koinige in an all Austrian FL team within 
two to three years alongside Niki Lauda! 


Alpines at the Acropolis—an unbeatable car during the 1973 International season. 


1973 RALLY REVIEW 


Alpine supremacy in 1973 
the unbeatable rally car 


By JOHN DAVENPORT 


On page 25, lan Sadler reviews the RAC Rally 
Championship. The BTRDA Gold Star Championship 
is reviewed by Mike Broad on page 29. 


A good solid vintage is 1973: little to excite the palate but a full body with little deception. 
‘As usual the French chateaux excelled with several exceptional individual results and an overall 
Superiority at the close of the season. The Italians lacked bouquet but were able to call on & 
much wider selection while the German production showed promise that might mature well 
for future years, The British were disappointing with only Chateau Makinen VP—a combined 
Finnish, British product—proving at all drinkable, 


18 


Thus it might be that one whose palate 
was equally developed as his taste for rallying 
might have summed up the 1973 season of 
World Championship allies. The undisputed 
champions, despite a still disputed Austrian 
Alpine result which will be settled some time 
in January, were Renault Alpine whose for- 
tunes throughout the year seemed impervious 
to the normal changes of fate. Nearly always 
they fielded a three-car team of their stalwarts, 
Darniche, Therier and Nicolas, and one always 
bung on’ to the end and invariably won. It 
was a classic victory for a marque with the 
drivers initially unleashed without question 
of just who Was going to win and then at 
the half-way, a decision made as to whom 
was going to be the ultimate winner, 


One can only do things like this-sf you have 
a car whch is definitely superior to its com: 
petitors and this the Renault Alpine 1800 
most certainly was, With all weight kept 
to the minimum by a minute size executed 
in fibreglass and 175 bhp of Renault 16 
engine enlarged to 1800 pushing it along, the 
Alpine is the perfect rally weapon, It can 
probably out-brake and out-corner most other 
rally cars and it is only a Porsche, a BMW 
or an Escort that can see it off in a straight 
line, And when it is accelerating, especially 
on loose surfaces, it wastes no time at all 
with its rear engine layout, This was most 
clearly demonstrated on the San Remo Rally 
with Its narrow, sinuous roads which climb 
constantly up and down mountains using 
more than the average amount of hairpins, 
Here, Therier set fastest time on the first test 


by slmos: 40° seconds and from that point 
onward he could start easing up and looking 
for the victory. If at any time, Verini In the 
Fiat or Ballestrier! in the Lancia looked Ike 
coming too close, he had only to put bis foot 
down for a couple of tests and he had opened 
out a comfortable lead again. It Is not to say 


that all Renault Alpine victories were #0 
easily obtained, but the car was the mo 
competitive vehicle appearing in rallies 
throughout the year, 
ts rivals know that the Renault Alpine is 
virtually unbeatable in mountainous country 
so that It comes as no surprise to learn that 
it might have won the Monte Carlo, the TAP 
Rally, the Acropolis Rally or the Tour de 
Corse, but much more of a surprise was to 
see ti win so convincingly in a rally like 
Morocco. It is true that the early stages of 
that rally are pure speed tests in the moun- 
tains bordering the Mediterranean but the 
meat of the rally is held in the blistering heat 
MH the desert where there are some twisty 
ainous roads but most of it is dlaboll- 
rough and comprises climbing in and 
cut of dry (sometimes) river beds. In these 
dusty conditions. the Alpine seemed to be 
able to stand the Worst sort of punishment 
and though Therier fell foul of a broken front 
suspension in the first desert stage, Darniche 
kept up the pressure to come through to & 
fine win. It may be argued that the generous 
time available for service meant that the 
excellent. service provided ‘by. the Alpine 
mechanics was able to keep a full preventa. 
tive maintenance in force, but the fact 
remains that Darniche went through with no 
problems on the special stages, individual 
bnes which were well over five hours long. 
Where the Alpine scored was in its light all-up 
weight which thus puts much less stress on 
suspension parts. such as shock — aborber 
mounts. This is a lesson which all manufac. 
turers must learn for the rougher events. On 
the Moroccan Rally, Peugeot caught a nasty 
cold with their shock absorbers and lost 
nearly their whole vast equipe with this 
problem with only Makinen and. Mikkola 
having transmission trouble as. well, Fiat 
entered two Spyder 124 Abarths which went 
well on the early tarmac stages but suffered 
from lack of suspension movement once they 
got to the desert. Triumphant as always were 
the Citroen team whose heavy, but softly 
suspended, masterpieces followed the winning 
Alpine home. Neyret was second overall with 
DS 23 while third overall was 
ek in a Group 1 version of the same 


Where the Alpine was not really at home 
was on the flatter, faster rallies of northern 
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The sixth place Citroen of Bochnicek and Kernmay 


Europe. They went to the Swedish Rally 
where they had the clever idea of putting 
Therier in an Alpine on 15 in steel Renault 
RB wheels because the rally organisers had 
forbidden the use of studs and on the big 
wheels with little rims they could fit the same 
wort of motorcycle tyres that everyone else 
Was trying €0 use. Therier produced what may 
Well have been the performance of his life 
to finish third behind the two winning Saabs 
but all the same, even he had to admit the 
clear superiority ‘of front wheel drive when 
going fast with no grip. Indeed, the Saabs 
Were both handicapped for Per Eklund was 
not able to start with his regular co-driver 
due to illness and had to take one of the Saab 
mechanics along instead, while Stig Blomqvist 
made a rare error quite early in the rally and 
Went off the road so that for most of the rally 
hhe was trying to catch back time on Eklund. All 
the same, Blomqvist won with Eklund second 
and their only real problems had not been 
the Alpine but the two Lancias of Ove Anders- 
son and Harry Kallstrom until the former left 
the road and the latter rolled and lost his 
windscreen. It was @ crazy experiment to try 
to run a rally on snow and ice without using 
studs—one stage Was on a frozen lake where 
conditions were so slippery that = push was 
needed off the start line—and it is only to the 
credit of the Swedes that they managed it 
with any degree of success. It is nice to be 
able to report that for 1974 they plan to go 
back to studded tyres if only a limited number 
per tyre. 

In a similar fashion, the RAC Rally was 
not quite the Renault Alpine cup of tea. They 
lost Therier out of their two-car team quite 
early on with a minor electrical fault and that 
left Jean-Pierre Nicolas to fly the tricolour 
‘on his own. It wasn't so many years ago that 
he nearly won the RAC Rally until his Alpine 
caught fire in Wales and nearly incinerated 
him, but lack of practice on unseen special 
stages and a full concentration on rallies 
where a lot of practice is allowed, left 
without any edge in this rally. The running 
was all between Ford's Timo Makinen and 
BMW's Bjorn Waldegaard both at the wheel 
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‘on the Acropolis Rally 


of 16-valve, four-cylinder, front-engined, rea 
wheel-drive cars. The BMW had some brake 
problems the first night in Wales which 
Groped him down a couple of minutes behind 
the leading Escort and despite his most 
Valiant efforts, he could not effectively close 
the gap. The BMW has the problem that in 
rally’ trim, the 2002 still uses drum brakes at 
the rear and these got a bit too hot as they 
fare ‘set up to bite first when the pedal is 
applied. Nearly all rally deivers want this 
rear-biased brake system for fast driving on 
unseen dirt roads, but It plays havoc with 
brake drums designed to provide much less 
of the total braking effort. The Datsun team 
had a similar problem where they had fitted 
a separate servo to get more brakes on the 
rear of the car only to find that the rear 
drums of the 240 Z practically melted after a 
few miles of stage driving. Towards the end 


Eklund flying on the RAC—not Saab's luckiest rally 


of the rally, Waldegaard had 
tacular exit from the road and wi 
get. back on 
Tet last year’s winner, Roger Clark, up into 
second spot after a consistent drive plagued 
by the effects of flu, but the most sensational 
rise was that of the young Finn, Markku Alen, 
who had left the road on the fourth stage and 
Groped to 177th overall and had now climbed 
back up to third to make it an Escort 12.3. 
In fourth place was another sensation, te 
diminutive Per-Inge Waldfridsson ‘from 
Sweden who in a very ordinary-looking Volvo 
142, S had provided the crowds with some 
heart-in-the-mouth motoring. He went through 
several gearboxes but never had any serious 
delays on stages and finished a well-deserved 
fourth ahead of Nicolas’ Alpine. 

Renault Alpine only completely opted out 
of three events in the World Championship. 


Rallye Sport Centre 


Congratulations to Markku 
Alen on his stupendous drive 
in the Motorcraft Escort on this 
year’s RAC rally. Tough luck 
Barry, there’s always 1974! 
Both cars were prepared and 
and serviced by us. 


ESCORT MEXICO — ESCORT RS 1600 


FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 


ae pacivy 
oO 


ALL AVO PARTS Test Drive our 
IN STOCK Mexico & RS 1600 


Group 1 - Group 5 ee 


Rally Preparation 


SPECIAL EXPORT DEPARTMENT 
49 SLOANE SQUARE 
LONDON, SW1 
01-730 0436 


DEVELOPMENTS 


For details of above contact : 
A.V.J. DEVELOPMENTS 
Pershore Industrial Estate, Pershore, Worcs. 
Tel: Pershore 3494 


NOW APPOINTED 


VAUXHALL SPORT DEALERS 


SPORT PART STOCKS 
TUNING EQUIPMENT 
FULL RALLY PREPARATION ARRANGED 


Tel: York 25444 


<> Rallye Sport Centre 


ROGER CLARKE 
CARS LTD. 


COVENTRY ROAD, 
‘NARBOROUGH 


Seasonal Greetings 
to all their customers 


and a 
Happy New Year 


Telephone: 053-729 3638 
or 3212 
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Gunther Janger high-flying on the TAP Rally with the Annessi-sponsored 190 bhp Opel Ascono. 


‘These were the East African Safari, the 1000 them. The 1000 Lakes was another event that 1000 Lakes ix not entirely suited to light, tail- 
Takats “ond ‘the Press on Regardless. The Alpine gave a miss; perhaps it came in the heavy cars and this year's rally proved to be 
African and American events were ruled out t 

on a question of cost balanced against likely 

return and Alpine felt, quite rightly, that they 
could pick up sufficient points on the Euro- petitive Alpine was tried on Finland's special 
fean events to which their cars were ideally variety of "flying" roads by Jorma Lusenius, ran into a 
fulted, rather than spend vast sums on going he opted to drive @ Renault RS in the rally Most unfortu 
{o compete In events which were strange 19 which must prove something, Certainly the who had to change a wheel on a stage and 


The Hannu Mikkola/John Davenport Escort negotiating a rough boulder strewn section of the Safari in the Ngong Hills 
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a 
“Safety Devices saved my life,” says Ba 


Roger Clark wins the RAC 
Rally Championship 
-on Minilite wheels 
naturally! 


Please send 


VMN Ee ——— 


the strongest lightest safest wheels in the world 2 Dei 


Made in England by TECH DEL LTD. 32-36 Telford Way London W.3. 
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this dropped him ight out of contention. 
Simo Lampinen lost his free-wheel device and 
subsequently rolled off the road though be 
Pulled the ‘three minute deficit back 0 lle 
fourth at the finish and best Saab, for Eklund 
broke a record number of drive shafts before 
retiring on the last stage while Blomqvist 
blew the engine staying ahead of Makinen. 
‘The Escort driver had been having something 
of a tussle with Markku Alen in a Volvo 142, 
but a broken distributor kept him back in 
Second place while third went to a real flyer 
fn the form of Leo Kinnunen driving an 
ex-works Porsche Carrera with which he got 
in the groove on the last day to record many 
fastest times and pass Lampinen. You can tell 
by the names that it was a Finnish benefit 
with just a few select Swedes getting their 
flames on the leader board, but the surprise 
of the event was the eighth place of Achim 
Warmbold driving a works Flat 124 Spyder 
‘Abarth with which he had won in Poland a 
few weeks before 

‘The East African Safari turned out to be 
something of a rally of attrition with the 
Principal hopes of the Ford and Datsun teams 
Plastering themselves into various kinds of 
Fetirement leaving local hero, Shekhar Mehta. 
to come through and win in his works 240 Z 
though any resemblance between the winning 
car and @ Datsun 240 Z was purely coinci- 
‘ental as it had lost most of its lights and one 
‘wing getting to the finish. In fact, this damage 
Ted toa most unusual situation for Mehta 
tad finished one minute ahead of Harry Kall: 
strom én another works Datsun, this one a 
180 B, but when he got a minute's penalty for 
the missing lights, he and Kallstrom ‘had 
dead-heated and the overall result had to 
be decided on the time-honoured basis of 
“furthest cleanest” which, not surprisingly, 
gave the decision to the more powerful car. 
Kallstrom's performance was amazing in the 
180 B but no less so was chat of Tony Fall 
in a similar car which finished fourth behind 
‘Ove Andersson's Peugeot after stopping on 
almost the last section with a broken 
distributor when comfortably in third place 
‘and ready to claim a Datsun 1-2-3. Ford 
donsinated the early part of the event with 
Clark and Makinen leading and Mikkola 
trailing in fourth place after going off the 
road for an hour. But then Clark broke his 
‘Steering and his exhaust and was out while 
Makinen had what was for him a very raze 
‘acoident and pited up the car. This left Rauno 
Aaltonen in a Datsun 240 Z contesting the 
jead ‘with Kallstrom and Mikkola until the 
‘two Finns hit the same bank and broke their 
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The spectacular Aleide Paganelli Fiat 124 Abarth Spyder on the TAP Rally in March. 


motor cars. In the last stages, Mehta pulled 
up to overhaul Kallstrom and finally win 
when the Swede got stuck on a muddy hill 
‘The most unfortunate team of the rally were 
Porsche who were everyone's favourites at 
the start. with their Carreras but Zasada 
tipped his up while Weidegaard had nothing 
but suspension trouble and retired on the 
Inst leg with a broken oil cooler. 

‘The American round of the World Rally 
Championship, the Press on Regardless, 
fooked aa If it was going to attract at least 
a modicum of foreign interest when che Fiat 
team emered two cars and Plat Polski three 
but in the end it was only the Polish cars that 
went and won the team prize as well as 
taking sixth place overall. The cally was led 
almost from start to finish by the talented 
young Canadian, Walter Boyce, who at the 
wheel of a Corolla gave Toyota their first 
win in the World Championship. Second over- 
all was James Walker in his private Volvo 
142. S and it was similarly private cars driven 
by Smiskol (Datsun 240 Z) and Buffum (Escort 
RS) that finished third and fourth overall to 
gain quite useful points for those two manu- 
facturers. The problem for the POR stili 
remains ; namely that the distance separating 
the USA from the home base of many of 
the teams contesting the rally championship 
makes it economically impracticable to con- 
test it with @ full team of cars shipped over 
from Europe. What with the Rideau Lakes 
and the Heatway Rally—Canada and New 
Zealand—being added in 1974, the problem 
of making a World Rally Championship will 
become a reality and it is possible that the 
only way to tackle it is by making it a 
driver's championship so that a manu- 
facturer’s chosen representatives can fly out 
to drive whatever vehicle he or his subsidiary 
makes in the country or area where the rally 
is being held. 

To concentrate now on Alpine's victories, 
these were the Monte Cario Rally, the TAP 
Rally, the Acropolis Rally, the Austrian Alpine, 
the San Remo and the Tour de Corse, plus of 
‘course the Moroccan Rally already discussed, 
Of these, the Austrian Alpine is still not 
finally decided and if BMW succeed with 
their protest to the CSI, then that may bave 
to be dropped from the jist of Renault Alpine 
victories 

‘The Monte Carlo was a predictable result 
though in the early stages, a gentleman called 
Hannu Mikkola in a Ford Escort RS not only 
led the rally but looked set to finish that 
way. However, the wclusion of such tests 


ss Moutinon-Antraigues with 
Gry roads were a gift to the fleet of blue 
cars and Mikkola had to be content with 


thele narrow 


fourth overall and first in the Touring 
Category. However, another Scandinavian, Ove 
Andersson, was ‘in there with a works Alpine 
fighting t take his second Monte win but 
he was narrowly beaten by that most ebullient 
of French rally drivers, Jean-Claude Andruet. 

a bit of the running 

Fulvia until he left 
the road but they made the running after 
the ‘rally by signing up Andruet to. join 
Munari in their Stratos team. Opel made 
impression with their automatic Ascon 
which finished in twelfth and thirteenth 
places with Anders Kullang and Lill-Bror 
Nasenius while Sylvia Osterberg won the 
Ladies Award with a conventional Ascona. 
Fiat had a bad start to the season and lost 
all but one of their works care but that one, 
driven by Lele Pinto, did finish in seventh 
place just ahead of the only Lancia to finish, 
that of Harry Kallstrom, 

The TAP Rally was run for the first time 
ever in March and the biggest change that 
the competitors found was that there Was 50 
little time between the melting of the snows 
and the rally that the roads were in atrocious 
condition. The rough going accounted for 
nearly all the works cars including the Alpine 
of Darniche and the BMW 16 valve of Warm- 
bold so that the final result was a one-two 
for Atpine with Therier and Nicolas with the 
loaned’ works Citroen of Francisco Romao- 
zinho finishing third and Fiat picking up 
useful points with a Turin prepared but 
locally “entered and. driven ‘Spyder that 
finished fourth after all their works cars had 
retired 

In Greece, the roads are generally wider 
than in Portugal but the rate of attrition 
was still high with BMW Motorsport losing 
both their cars in the early stages, Ford 
losing Will Sparrow and his Mexico-won 
works drive, and Toyota lost Ove Andersson 
with a broken inlet _mansfold, Darniche with 
his back still hurt after this Moroccan win 
fell out almost straight away which left 
Therier and Nicolas to lead the field. Nicolas 
had a few problems and finally finished third 
behind Rauno Aaltonen who in a very det 
mined drive took a Fiat 124 Spyder to an 
excellent second overall behind Therier. Chris 
Sclater scored points for Ford by finishing 
seventh in his  Kleber-Wheelbase car after 
losing a wheel file Porsche Salzburg Analy 
go one of their VWs to the finish in a 
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World Championship event when Georg 
Fischer came fifth. 


and vast Vist of amendments on the last day 
Which finally tedto all. the. trouble and 
Tecriminations thet “we have been plagued 
with "ever since. "The rally featured some 
Very nice stages with quite a few. mixed 
tarinac and loose on which the BMW of Warm 
bold seemed t0 excel and no one could touch 
him. ‘Alpine had only Darniche and Nicolas 
and though they were <losing on him inthe 
Tatter ‘stages, there is no doubt that ‘without 
the problems of those last few controls the 
German driver would have won his. second 
championship event. this year. Saab were 
there as well and Blomqvist was giving a very 
good account of himself until the differential 
Broke ut it was Eklund who surprised every: 
fone by coming through ‘to. practically ‘dead- 
heat "with Darniche,, the nominal winner. 
Waldegaard had a steady ‘ally in the ‘second 
BMW to finish third but there was nothing 
hhere to presage his drive on the RAC Rally 
Fiat again didnot have the best of fortune 
and it was left’ to Hakan Lindberg to come 
Jin fifth ‘and earn some more points for them 
after Paganelli and Pinto had both left the 
road. 

‘The San Remo vied with the TAP and the 
Acropolis as one of the Dest organised events 
of the championship but the speed restrictions 
imposed by ‘the Itallan authorities force the 
‘organisers to choose narrow, incredibly twisty 
roads which admirably sult’ the little Alpines 
#0. Therier's "victory was ‘not unexpected. 
Maurizio Verini’s was the only Flat to come 
through without any. problem and. this up. 
and-coming young Italian beat all the estab- 
lished stars to take second place points for 
Flat’ who for once thad a remarkably. good 
finishing record. Lancia started with three 
‘cars but Ballestriert broke his front. suspen: 
‘sion trying to stay with the Alpine while 
Lampinen ‘had. engine trouble and” punctures 
which “put ‘him Behind Lancia's new man, 
Mauro Pregliasco. 

In a similar way to the San Remo, the 
‘Tour de ‘Corse tsa rally which is peculiarly 
sulted to the petite, agile. Alpine. Tt takes 
Place entirely on the Island of Corsica and 
lises. One hundred per cent” tarmac roads 
‘which “ace so" twisty ‘that for ‘many years, 
there’ was a challenge for the competitors tO 
try" to lose no. points on. the road. # ction 
which was set at only 37.5 mph. In. these 
conditions, the ‘Alpines have "always, been 
tops and this. year was no exception. with 
the diminutive "cars “Ailing the Brat’ three 
Places ‘overall. tn fact, the cally hed to be 
Somewhat curiailed in the middie due to an 
Incredible snowstorm which cut off, most ‘of 
the ‘roads ‘ver the centre of the island. It 
speaks very well for the organisation of this 
event that they were able to devise an alter. 
native route and get ‘the competitors. round 
to carry on. ‘There was little to break the 
Alpine domination except a hone Escort driven 
by’ Guy Chasseull’ that’ finished fourth, but 
was very” pleasant to see Jean-bietre 

icolas winning an event after playing the 
bridesmaid to his team mates for so long.” 

‘The only event not to be mentioned én 
any’ detail s0 far. is the Polish Rally and. this 
was ‘Alpine's only failure ducing the whole 
year. Like Fiat, ‘they sent just one works 
far’ driven by ‘Jean-Luc ‘Therier and ‘there 
Seems little doubt that he would have won 
this East European Safari of mud and high 
speed had it not been for missing a special 
Mage! This curious stroke of mismanagement 
was one fault that could mot be laid atthe 
Organiser’s feet as, if thelc timing and average 
Speeds left much to be desired, the road book 
was quite good. Alpine protested at the finish 
but it was disallowed and started the Warm 
bold versus Cheinisse duel that was to. have 
ts next airing on. the Austrian Alpine 
Naturally .. was the young German’ who was 
getting ride from Fiat in the vain hope 
that he might be able to win this rally for 
them and win i he did by a very, very large 
margin for second place man was driving 
‘Wartburg and was titecally hours bebind 

So that was 1973 that was. A clear win 


2 


Above: Lancia Stratos, Andruet and “Biche” 


for Renault Alpine and Jean-Luc Therier 


the World's best rally driver despite this 
funay European Rally Driver's Championship 
Let's hope that from all those manufacturers ‘interested. in 


that’ Sandro Munari won, 


Gallant heads jor the spectators towards the finish of the Safari on th 


on the Lyon Charbonniers. Below: Davinder's Colt 
run-in to Nairobi 


facturers try to do the whole series of events 
and thus being a World Championship round 
does not mean that you get a good entry 


during the enforced recess in our sport, we going rallying. Have you ever heard of 


can have a bit of clear thinking about these 
championships and how we can make them 
mean more. If only the BPICA would relent 
its implacable attitude and change the major 
championship to be a combined one for 
drivers and makes (as in Formula One), then 
perhaps we could have some meaning in the 
competition during the year. As it stands at 
present, only one or sometimes two  manu- 


Formula One teams giving the US Grand Prix 
a miss just because of the distance involved. 
If the championship is put together in the 
Fight way, it will attract the right sort of 
money to enable half a dozen teams to put 
a circus on at each of the qualifying rounds 
to make each of them more interesting in the 
general background of the championship. At 
the moment, practically no-one cares 


Our centre spread this week depicts the St Bruno sponsored Toyota Celica driven by Ove 
Andersson and Gerry Phillips on the RAC International Rally of Great Britain. Toyota are 
‘showing a genuine interest in European rallying and with the Celica Toyota have a most 
suitable strong and reliable car. A Celica gained points on the World Rally Championship 
for Makes earlier this Autumn to give this go-ahead Japanese manufacturer its first taste 


of truly international success. 


Two cars were entered on the RAC Rally and their 


‘meticulous preparation coupled with the smart St Bruno livery made the Toyotas a favourite 
with enthusiasts following the rally. 
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The motor 
racing year— 
yours for £1 


ies 


“o00fvean 


cooosvean iB: 
The 1973 season was the most successful ever you compare it to other motor racing calendars 

for Goodyear in Formula 1—their tyres were on the costing £2 or more. Get one today for yourself—and 

winning cars in every single Grand Prix solve your Christmas present problems for your motor 
To mark this achievement, they've produced for 1974 racing friends as well ! Goodyear have promised to send 

a magnificent souvenir calendar, a big 20” x 18” in your calendars by return of post to beat the Christmas 

size, crammed with superb colour photography that rush, so post off the coupon today. 

captures all the glamour, speed, excitement and drama rococo er ee ee 


of the international motor racing year. 

Through a special arrangement with AUTOSPORT. 
this Goodyear Racing Calendar is exclusively available 
in this country to AUTOSPORT readers. And we've 


To: Goodyear Calendar Offer, Advertising Dept, 
Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co Ltd, 
Bushbury. Wolverhampton, WV10 6DH. 


been able to fix the price at just £1 all in—that includes Please send me estender(s):at £1 each. 
VAT, packing and 13p worth of postage to your door. lenclose remittance for £. 

The calendar is beautifully printed on art paper, Nama 
with a separate sheet for every month. Each page has Raaece 


a portfolio of seven shots from the 1973 Grands Prix 
plus Le Mans, headed by a stunning full-width picture 
which would be ideal for framing or wall display when 
that month is past. 

At a quid all in it's fantastic value, especially when 


Please make cheques payable to: 
“The Goodyear Tyre & Rubber Co (GB) Ltd” 
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a most likeable car . . . the TVR is all pleasure. 
IAN MORTON, Evening Standard 


- the 3000M’s most outstanding feature is its handling and road holding. 
Cornering speeds are impressively high, roll almost non-existent and adhesion superb . . . the 
distinctive TVR 3000M, capable of a thrifty 300 miles on its 12-gallon tank, represents one of the 
last remaining real sports cars. . . 
CLIVE RICHARDSON, Motor Sport 


The TVR 3000M is the best car which its makers have ever produced. It is a direct 
competitor with the Datsun 240Z, which is the worlds best-selling sports car; indeed it probably 
has a slight edge on the Japanese car as regards pertormance figures . . . above all this is a real 
sports car that is a delight to drive — a driver’s car if ever there was one. 

JOHN BOLSTER, Autosport 


What more can we say? 


TVR 3000M £2464 inc. VAT 


ing Limited Exclusive Sponscar Manufacturers Bristol Avenue. Blackpool FY2 OJF. England Tel. 025356151 


RALLY REVIEW — RAC RALLY CHAMPIONSHIP 


Vintage year for Clark 


By IAN SADLER 


Roger Clark and Jim Porter virtual 


had the RAC Rally Championship wrapped, tied-up and 


delivered to order. Such was the domination of the Leicestershire pair, winning ten of the 


fourteen event series. The only events Roger Clark did not win were the Circuit of 
i); Texaco Rally (not entered); 


roland 
Manx Trophy Rally (mechanical failure) and the 
‘The only round Clark did not tackle with his 


‘ever since he started rallying co-driver, Jim Porter was, of course, the RAC where 


Jim Porter acts as Assistant Clerk of the Course. Many of the rallies through the year were 
close and the level of competition was of extremely high quality. The Increasingly commercially 
operated cars of top drivers, well presented and often with similarly identifiable service cars, 
helped create an almost circus-like atmosphere at many of the start and finish venues. 


Even with the domination of the blue and 
Interest In other drivers remained hig) 


throughout the year. Peter Clarke (Silent Night Divi 


‘white Esso Uniflo Escort of Clark and Porter, 


and Upholstery) figured well during the earlier part of the series and a trio of Tony Pond 
(Norman Reeves Motors), Tony Fawkes (Cables and Components) and Barry Lee (Centre Hotels) 


all featured well in lat 


rounds. Other drivers to achieve outright wins on RAC Championship 


rounds, apart from Makinen on the RAC, were Jack Tordoff (Circuit of Ireland), and Adrian Boyd 
‘who won the Texaco and the Manx Trophy for his sponsors, R. E. Hamilton of Belfast and 
Lombard and Ulster. 


The Clark/Porter Team Esso Uniflo ensemble 


Snowman 


The first round of the championship, the 
Highland Car Club's Snowman Rally attracted 
fa very varied and encouraging entry with Will 
Sparrow, Vauxhall Firenza; Robin Eyre-Maun- 
sell, Chrysler Imp and Roy Fidler, Datsun 
2402 helping to alleviate the inevitably con- 
tinuous stream of Ford products down the 
starting ramp. One driver who had truly come 
from afar was New Zealander, Mike Marshall, 
who was driving his WoolMark Escort which 
was still over from the "72 RAC. Roger Clark 
won the rally this time (the previous year he 
rolled off the road after a tyre deflated) with 
an easy and trouble-free run. 

Scottish driver Bill Taylor, who missed 
winning his home championship by only one 
point last year, achieved a very encouraging 
Second place. Mike Marshall took third place 
with an impressive performance. Two very 
unlucky drivers were Scottish Champion 
Jimmy Rae who retired on only the second 
stage with a broken flywheel and Alan Conley. 
who had entered a Clan Crusader usually kept 
for less rough rallies. Conley’s car broke a 
drive coupling only four stages from the 
finish and lost sixth place. Imp-power was up- 
held by Robin Eyre-Maunsell who finished the 
rally sixth and class winner. The event was 
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on the Knapdale stage of the Burmah. 


well run and the stages were all forests and 
well receives with the exception of a very 
rough track along a disused railway 


Mintex Dales 


‘The Dales was a very lucky rally for Roger 
Clark. He stopped half way through an airfield 
stage with a broken distributor drive and 
fost 30 minutes putting it right only to find 
that the stage had been cancelled when a 
land owner blocked the route. Will Sparrow 
driving the Martins Group 2.6 litre Firenza 
challenged Clark throughout the rally and 
finished only 34 seconds in arrears. Roger 
Clark's other piece of luck was when the 
very first stage was cancelled due to timing 
preblems. Clark had spun on the stage and 
had difficulty restarting. tosing more than 30 
seconds. The Dales started on Friday evening 
and the route lasted until Saturday afternoon. 
‘The stages were a mixture of good forests and 
a number of airfields. Snow posed a tyre 
choice problem on the Stang stages. Bob Bean 
Grove his old Escort TC into fourth place 
behind Peter Clarke while Eric Jackson 
brought his four-year-old Escort home fifth. 
Unluckiest crew were Robin Eyre-Maunsell 
and John Brown who had to sit through an 
extremely high speed end over end roll. The 


ex-works Imp finished up as just a ball of 
scrap. 


Circuit of Ireland 


The" Cireut,” usually a Tavourlte Tor entries 
from mainland Britain suffered badly in this 
respect. Most would-be competitors were 
frightened-off by tales of sabotage and 
violence. One person who did have the good 
e that the troubles are confined 
areas was Jack Tordoff who 
took his new Porsche Carrera over and won 
the rally. New Clerk of the Course, Malcolm 
Neill bravely went ahead with his plans to 
run the Circuit and as well as Tordoff he 
was rewarded by a handful of overseas 
entries including Ron and Dave Smith, John 
‘Walters/John Hoberaft and Marek Gierowski/ 
Dave West. The Circuit of Ireland is tradi- 
tionally a gathering of really quick rally 
cars, of which there are_none quicker than 
the top Irish machines, Three Carreras were 
entered, the other two in the hands of Ronnle 
McCartney and Reggie McSpadden and Cahal 
Curley had his lightweight McEnaney bodied 
BMW with Alpina engine. Alpina engined 
cars were also in the hands of Eamonn 
Cotter” and. David Ag while Derek 
McMahon and Robert Ward were also in 
BMWs being looked after by the Autoextra 
Equipe. Billy Cleman campaigned his rather 
untidy Escort and was told by the scrutineers 
to bring it back in a more presentable form 
if he wanted to start the rally. The rally ran 
smoothly—without getting mixed-up in any 
warfare—and Adrian Boyd in the Lombard 
and Ulster RS1600 soon forged ahead, despite 
engine. Disaster struck Boyd in the last stages 
of the rally however when his engine let go 
‘with a connecting rod through the side allow- 
ing Jack Tordof who was firmly second 
to cruise home without drama. 


Granite City 


‘at the end of April was the 
lonship event held on Scottish soil. It 
be another win for Roger Clark and also his 
third win in row on this rally. Opposition 
came on this occasion from the Scottish 
champion, Jimmy Rae who matched Clark's 
time on ‘the first stage with his Frews of 
Perth Escort RS and then hounded Clark to 
be only 23 seconds down at half way. Third 
was Pat Ryan, enjoying reliability for once 
with Billy Coleman, Peter Clarke and Jack 
Tordoff occupying the next pl 

noon stages saw the demi 
clipped a boulder and rolled the car. Jack 
Tordoff speeded-up to finish second and Pet 
Clarke beat Billy Coleman for third place. Pat 
Ryan's luck ran-out just tr 
the end when he went into a bank and 
tired. Other good drives came from Tony 
Drummond into fifth place and David Thomp- 
son, the Yorkshire pig farmer, who finished in 
sixth spot. 


Welsh 


Saat one fortnight ater the Granite City win 
Roger Clark drove the 34 special stages of 
the Fram-Castrol Welsh Rally to win by more 
than five minutes from the Castrol Sweden 
supported Volvo 142 of the fast up and 
Coming Swedish driver, Per-Inge Walfridsson. 
The entry for the Welsh, 240 places, were 
filled well before the event and there were 
many top names with Sclater, 

Fowkes, Lee, Clarke, etc, plus a 
contingent ‘with Boyd, Coleman, Curley, 
Campbell and O'Connell but few foreign 
entries, Last minute entry changes included 
East African driver Robin Hillyar taking over 
the Withers Hillman Avenger and Pertti 
Lehtonen being flown over from Finland to 
replace Markku Alen at the wheel of an 
Escort. The rally started with the 22-year-old 
Swede Walfridsson setting fastest time over 
the first stage ahead of Will Sparrow (2.6 
Firenza). Retirements started early with Pat 
‘Moss-Carisson travelling only one and a half 
miles before the gearbox broke and Lehtonen 
being even more unfortunate in retiring on 
the start line of the first stage with a broken 
clutch. As the rally wound-on over its two- 


Ps) 


The flying Finn’s first First! 


os DUN LOFP iteading the field to give you the best 
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day duration Clark and Walfridsso pulled out 
in front in an. almost nonchalant way to 
finish in that order on the Sunday morning. 
Putting up a very determined performance 
into third place was Tony Fowkes who sur- 
vived a variety of delays and setbacks and in 
the process amazed many with his times over 
the Eppynt stages which he knows well from 
memory. Jack Tordoff once again demon: 
rated his super-smooth driving of the 
for fourth place and Harold Morley 
in a similar car finished fifth. One of the 
Surprises of the rally was the performance of 
Canal Curley with his lightweight BMW— 
‘2 suitable car for many of the forest 
yes—who finished sixth. 


Scottish 


This year's Scottish will probably remain 
‘as the most dramatic RAC championship event 
for quite some time, Ford created history on 
this international with an incredible ten-out- 
of-ten finish with, once again, Roger Clark 
the victor. Perhaps even more astounding was 
the performance. of driving genius from 
Hanow Mikkola who went off early on Sunday 
afternoon on the Cairn Edward stage. Shekhar 
Mehta was the first to leave the road here, 
damaging the Datsun 2402 badly. Mikkola 
rived at the hidden right hand bend much 
too quickly and on seeing the corner drove 
straight off keeping the car not only upright 
but completely undamaged. It was unfortun- 
that there were no spectators around so 
deep into the stage and Mikkola had to wait 
40 minutes for ay to heave the car out 
of the soft earth 
started a most amazing and faultless drive 
from collecting the maximum to finishing in 
second position just 2 minutes and 33 seconds 
behind Roger Clark. Hannu Mikkola notched 
up firsts for a total of 41 of the 5S. stages 
making up the rally. Andrew Cowan was 
third Ford home, narrowly beating a deter- 
mined Adrian Boyd who showed he is a 
forest driver. to. be reckoned with. Mike 
Hibbert and Chris Sclater were next home 
and the top ten was made up with Tony 
Pond and Tony Fowkes, Bill Taylor (the 
highest placed Scottish driver) and David 
* Thompson. The 1973 Scottish was 
yed_as the best run yet with smooth 
tion and a computer printing out 
Stage times and placings very swiftly. Ninety 
six cars finished out of a starting entry of 
190 cars, 


Texaco 


The Texaco and the Jim Clark Memorial were 
run, as the year previously, 
weekend and as usual the main contingent 
of championship contenders do the more 
‘accessible Berwickshire rally. The Texaco is 
in no way @ second string event though and 
all the top Irish drivers started making a 
Porsche, BMW, Ford battle which Adi 
Boyd won for Ford by beating his arch-rival 
Cahal Curley by one and three-quarter 
minutes. John L’Amie finished third with his 
Porsche 9115 and Ulster Champion David 
Agnew put his lightweight BMW into fourth 
place ahead of Reggie McSpadden. Due to 
the troubles in Northern Ireland the rally was 
similar to the "72 event in being mainly con- 
fined to Antrim and Derry. Stage mileage 
did not suffer though with a total of more 
than 200 competitive miles, thirty per cent of 
them through forests. 


Jim Clark Memorial 


‘This immensely popular rally recelved @ mas 
sive number of entries (nearly 250 applica. 
tions) for the enticing offer of 130 stage miles 
with 50 on tarmac. It was another Clark. 
Porter benefit but also a very successful rally 
for up and coming man Russell Brookes who 
finished second driving a works loaned 
RS1600. Andrew Cowan, who on the "72 
event lost to Clark by only a second, was lying 
behind Clark for much of this year's event 
but late in the rally he left the road on a 
fast blind brow and rolled the Mogil Motors 
Ford. The car was not damaged but was well 
enough off to force Cowan's retirement. Vic 
Preston Junior drove the Jim Clark with Ron 
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Crellin and finished well in fourth place be- 
hind Bill Taylor. Clark was fastest on 13 
of the 16 stages—deliberately not putting in 
very quick times over the last stages after 
‘Andtew Cowan's retirement. 


Hackle 


Three weeks after the Jim Clark win Roger 
Clare drove north again, this time for the 
Hackle Rally and, of course, won the event 
notching up another hat-trick of wins in the 
process) Based in Dundee the Hackle was a 
Gaylight event and Clark stayed ahead of 
‘Andrew Cowan to win by two minutes. Jack 
Tordoff was again entered with the Porsche 
and so was Vic Preston, this time with Tony 
Mason, Jimmy Rae and Mike Malcolm were 
back in action with a works loaned RS1600 
but theirs was to be a very short and dis: 
appointing rally. Rae only managed to tackle 
the first’ stage before a core plug blew 
and resulted in a cracked cylinder head. Bill 
Taylor started a good run which was to im- 
press all day but on the road to the very last 
Stage the oil pressure failed. Another who was 
as unlucky, but surely not as unfortunate as 
poor Taylor, was Tony Drummond who rolled 
three times on separate occasions before de 
ciding to call a day. Tony Fowkes made 
third position with Tordoff fourth and again 
Preston finished, seventh on this occasion, 


Burmah 


‘(After @ break over August the first of the final 
five rounds got under way on the first weekend 
of September with the Burmah Rally. After 
17 tough forests driven largely — during 
the might and a descent of Rest and Be 
‘Thankful Roger Clark, yet again, won and 
yet again beat Andrew Cowan who finished 
Just over two minutes behind. Another regu: 
Jar. who drives his rallies like a train time- 
table before nationalisation was Jack Tordoff, 
third overall. Paul Faulkner had a good run 
{about his only relatively trouble-free run for 
this very steady and quick driver) to finish 
fourth ahead of Donald Heggie. Heggle was 
driving LVX 9414, the ex-Clark gold” car 
having given up with the unreliable Clan. It 
was the start of better times for this very 
Quick Scottish driver 


Manx Trophy 


Znother great win for Adrian Boyd. Driving 
his RE Hamilton prepared Lombard and 
Ulster car with John Davenport as co-driver 
Boyd flew over the 38 stages. Roger Clark 
suffered his only mechanical retirement of the 
home-front year here when the crankshaft 
pulley left the rest of the engine.  Cahal 
Curley finished second just 40 seconds behind 


Jock Tordoff’s usually reliable Porsche Carrera retired on the final day of the RAC. 


Boyd and both these drivers were well ahead 
of Manxman Dennis Easthope who finished 
third. Porsche Carreras were just a little un- 
lucky on this rally with fourth place going to 
Dessie McCartney who lost time with a punc- 
ture and fifth spot going to Malcolm Patrick 
who ‘rolled during the night. Pat Moss- 
Carlsson won the Ladies Prize with sixth 
overall. A slightly unfortunate feature of the 
rally was in the timing—with many of the 
Stages being cleaned by the really quick 
drivers. 


Dukeries 


Second last round before the RAC Inter- 
national was the Dukerles MC rally of the 
Same name, Unusual in chat the location is, 
near Nottingham, not very suitable for a 
special stage rally, the stage miles were ma 
up with many airfields tests. The organist 
‘also ran into problems with the use of forests 
So only eight loose, forest type, stages re 
mained on the morning of the rally. It was, 
however, a very close fought rally with 
than a minute separating the first five crews. 
Predictably Roger Clark won from Tony Pond, 
who for once had few problems, with faithful 
Jack Tordoff third from Piggy Thompson's 
Escort BDE and Jeff Churchill's RS1600. Vie 
Preston again finished with a top ten placing: 
this time with Ian Muir co-driving. The route 
was compact and without too many problems, 
Dut some of the few forest stages at Clip: 
stone and Harlow Wood were cleaned. 


Lindisfarne 

Full_of surprises from start to finish, the 
Lindisfarne was a tough and exciting event 
All 19" stages” were in the massive 
Keilder Forest area and none were cancelled 
Roger Clark/Jim Porter won the event but 
main interest centred round the young Flan 
Markku Alen who Was over for a sampling 
of our forests prior to the RAC Rally. Un- 
fortunately steering rack trouble early On pAt 
‘Alen o.t., but he and Henry Liddon carried 
fon and drove the rest of the stages. If classi- 
fied" Alen would have Anished second.» The 
rough state of many of the forests helped 
Produce a high retirement rate, the most 
Serious of which was Richard Wooldridge’s 
‘excursion which put him and co-driver Dun- 
can Spence into hospital. Tony Pond put in 
Snother fine performance with the Norman 
Reeves Escort only to retire on the penulti- 
mate stage with a jammed gearbox. Overall, 
the Tynemouth and DMC had staged a very 
‘well run and enjoyed event. 

RAC International Rally of Great Britain 
‘The recent Ford one-two-three RAC Is re- 
viewed in the international section. 


21-40 


We'llputa to 
Wigton upto. 


The increased performance ofa ‘hotted- 
up’ engine means your brakes are going to 
get very hot. Kinetic energy increases as 
the square of the speed 

When stopping, brakes dispense this 
energy in the form of heat. Consequently 
they will be operating at temperatures well 
above those of a standard car 

Racing and Rally competitors have 
is problem to the Ferodo Competi- 
artment for many years. 

After much thorough research and test- 
ing, Ferodo are now passing on this exper 
ience by marketing Competition Specifica 
tion disc brake pads and Special Purpose 
brake linings formulated to cope with the 
demands of high performance 

Fit Ferodo and match engine power 
with braking power 


= 
> = 


1n Specification disc brake pads and 
special Purpose brake linings, 


AUTOSPORT, DECEMBER 27, 1973 


BTRDA GOLD STAR CHAMPIONSHIP By MIKE BROAD 


Fiercely fought to the last 


A little over 12 months ago the BTRDA 
‘announced the details of their first Gold Star 
special stage championship to be sponsored 
by Esso Uniflo. After some intensive soul 
searching the club's Rally Committee decided 
to commit their existing Gold Star Cham- 
Pionship from the road to the special stage 
‘event, It was heralded as the first Clubmans 
Championship to be run on special stages 
to provide the stepping stone for competitors 
who wished to compete. in the RAC 
National Championship but had not the 
opportunity to have stage experience before 
hand. With the generous sponsorship of 
Esso cash awards exceeded £1,000. So as to 
provide a high standard of organisation of 
events, clubs were assisted with purchase 
ef timing equipment and material, and each 
‘event was appointed a liaison officer from 
the Rally Committee to make sure the orga- 
nisation came up to standard. The Esso Uniflo 
Gold Star Championship in 12 short months 
has become a success series of 1973, in 
fact, such was the demand from competitors 
that registrations had to be stopped at the 
600 mark. 

‘Such was the flerce competition that the 
overall championship was not decided until 
the final round, In fact over half a dozen 
drivers at some stage led the placings, includ- 
Ing Eric Jackson, Paul Falkner, Reg Mullenger, 
and Paul Appleby; but with’ a fine second 
place overall on the last event in November, 
the Iliffe brothers, Richard and Stuart, 
clinched both the’ drivers and  co-drivers 
awards, Although they never won an event, 
they finished nine out of the 11 events, eight 
times in the first ten, They are undoubtedly 
& most popular crew ‘amongst fellow compe- 
titors and the BTRDA can feel quite happy 
that their first Clubmans series has been won 
by true clubmen, Their outright victory in the 
series has shown that they are now ready to 
tackle national and international events with 
complete confidence. 

In second place after always being in 
contention for the leadership was Paul 
Appleby and Keith O'Dell. Having competed 
in the RAC Championships previously they 
decided to confine their efforts this year to 
the Gold Star Championship and but for a 
couple of’ mechanical disasters could have 
taken off first prize quite easily. 

Appleby again did not win an event out- 
right although four second places are witness 
to his consistency, plus his excellent showing 
‘on the Welsh which was a good indication 
of his natural ability. 

Probably the “find” of the series was 
‘Tony Drummond from Yorkshire, for although 
he was already known as an autocross expo- 
nent he has now established himself 
nationally, as a very quick, reliable driver. 
He only competed on six of the events of 
which he won two outright, the Bath Chief- 
tain and Hercock Simpson’ events, and an 
excellent second place on the National Moss 
‘Tyres, In fact on that event he was beaten 
by David “Piggy” Thompson whose car he 
prepares. The Escort which he prepares him- 
self uses a 2 litre BDA unit and Jaguar 
gearbox and rear axle. 

Of the remaining seven drivers in the top 
ten, only Reg Mullenger, who finished eighth, 
can be said to have had national rally ex: 
perience. Malcolm Wise finished in an excel- 
lent fourth place using his Escort Twin Cam. 
‘Again consistency was the key. Malcolm even 
‘started one event without a co-driver, col 
Tecting a stand-in after the starting ‘ramp! 
‘One of the most popular drivers, in the 
series, if not in rallying overall, is Bob Chap- 
man. Everyone, even his co-driver Simon 
Bretherton, still! wonders how he manages to 
travel so quickly considering his handicap 
of a false leg. With most of the controls on 
the steering column he certainly has his work 
cut out to drive the car at all, let alone at 
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epeed, but he managed to win an event out- 
right, the News & Star Derwent, and but for 
an electrical problem on the South West 
Stages, he would have finished in the <op 
three. As it was be finished a creditable 
fifth overall, Chapman prepares his car him- 
self with assistance from F. English, who 
enter him, 

Graham Lepley was a name that few people 
knew outside the East Midlands before this 
year, Lepley who contested most rounds in 
his immaculate Escort RS, complete with 
“Roo” bars, had a number of mechanical 
failures, but those events he did finish, which 
were mostly in the Midland area, he was 
always in the first ten, Two of the most 
travelled “gentlemen” in the series were 
Paul Gilligan and Peter Oddie, who live in 
the Carlisle area, Apart from ‘always being 
“there cr thereabouts” these cwo could always 
be relied on to provide the entertainment 
Whilst waiting for the results to appear at 
the finish. 

‘A man that could have, and many people 
expected to take first place overall, was 
Reg Mullenger. Indeed, for part of the Season 
he led the championship, and in fact won 
two events outright, the Midsummer Stages, 
and the Trident, but after his “off” on the 
Moss Tyres event, he cook no further part 
in the series 

Another to retire from the championship 
prematurely, was lan Harwood, who up to 
the Trident rally, had had @ very good season 
In his bairy Rover V8 engined Escort. lan 
relished all types of tarmac and airfield 
stages, and harnessed the power he had at 
his disposal well, to put in some very quick 
times, but in the end had to be content 
with ‘ninth overall, Finally Vin Huxley came 
in tenth in this his first attempt at a regular 
‘championship. Although he was never in the 
top three, his season started slowly but by 
November he was going quicker, and his 
RAC Rally effort showed that the experience 
he has had in stage events this year has 
brought dividends, 

So much for the top ten, but in a series 
with 600° participants, there were many 
‘others one can talk about. The season started 
well for committee member Eric Jackson, 
co-driven by Don Barrow. They had the 
honour of winning the first event, the Mant 
field and Sutton Observer run by the 
Dukeries Club, After cries, of “fix” from 
the opposition, Jackson set off on the 
Chieftain to prove his worth, but rolled him- 
self out of the event and into hospital in one 
of the most horrific accidents of the year. 
Luckily he has now recovered well, and 
immediately resorted to assisting on the 
organisation of the series. Paul Faulkner ven- 
tured out into the forests of the South West 


left. for the RAC championship. Harold 
Morley brought out his Porsche Carrera for 
the Tour of Lincs and predictably won, but 


other true “clubmen” turned up on most 
events and although not breaking any 
records, amassed enough points to make them 
men to watch, In fact there were such a 
lot of crews who turned up on every event, 
that one couldn't call it a circus, it was more 
like an army. Of those who figured at some 
stage of the proceedings, Richard Acres 
scored on eight events to eventually finish 
eleventh, whilst others that definitely deserve 
‘a mention are David Ewles in the Willment 
Escort, John Daker in his Hamblin group 
Escort, Mike Ranger who never had the best 
of mechanical luck, and Mick Clarke, who 
improved throughout the year. 

In the codrivers’ section, as we have alc 
ready mentioned, Stuart Iliffe took the top 
award, with Keith O'Dell taking second spot. 
In third came Bcb Chapman's co-driver Simon 
Bretherton, who has recently been elected 
‘en to the BTRDA rally committee to represent 
the views of the competitor, and Chris Gray, 
‘Tony Drummond's partner, finished fourth, 


‘The events were selected with the view 
that competitors could participate without 
the fear of being swamped by Roger Clark 
‘and the like, Only one international was 
Included, “The Welsh,” and eventually 11 of 
the 13 selected events took place. The stan- 
dard on the whole was excellent, Certain 
‘events however stood out above the rest. 
Undoubtedly the best stages were on the 
Uniflo South West Stages event run by the 
Exeter and Taunton clubs. They managed 


and but for some problems with the results, 
would have come out as top event of the 
year. For sheer organisation ability and the 
creation of superb stages without forest, the 
Bass Charrington Tour of Lincs was excep- 
tional. The ratio of stage miles to road miles 
was good and generally everything went with 
‘a swing. An event to improve over its pre- 
decessor was the Cheltenham Festival rally, 
whose organisers really worked hard to put 
on an event worthy of championship status, 
The Moss Tyres event, organised by York 
Motor Club of RAC fame, certainly produced 
a close finish and in fact could be over. 
looked as a contender as the best event of 
the year as the York club always put on @ 
good event with their proximity to the superb 
Yorkshire forest. 

‘The enthusiasm for the champonship on 
the part of all concerned has certainly under- 
lined the need for the series. The Gold Star 
Championship has also developed four or five 
drivers who could certainly compete on the 
RAC National Championship with success, 
and that as far as the BTRDA is con- 
cerned Is what the series is all about, The 
highlight of the series however has "been 
the spirit in which the championship has 
been run. There have been a few minor 
problems but overall despite the ultra com- 
petitiveness of all concerned, friendliness has 
prevailed on all sides, The BTRDA can feel 
very happy that their first attempt at a club- 
man's championship has proved so successful. 
Esso Uniflo should indeed be thanked for thetr 
generous support throughout the season. It 1s 
& series that is definitely needed. 


Tony Drummond on the Moss Tyres—now an’ established quick and reliable rally driver. 


Arctic Rally in doubt 


—Finland stops sport 


Undercover success 


for table top rallies 


lational Indoor Rally Champion~ 


ship, now with a total of 8270 
participants from 208 clubs 
taking part. These figures. were 
arrived at with six days still to 
go before the entries closed so 
the figure may well reach some- 
thing approaching 10,000 partici- 
pants. 


Fast company 
for Jimmy Rae 


Further to the Autosport story, 
Spec! 


now confirmed that 
Wheelbase award winner Jimmy 
Rae will be driving on the 
Marlboro Arctic Rally as the first 
event with the Scholarship car. 
Co-driving Rae will be Jim 
Porter. The car, the ex-Mikkola 
RAC vehicle, will be delivered 
back to Boreham shortly for pre- 
paration. Jimmy Rae will’ be 
Making up the Ford Team of 
Hannu Mikkola and Timo 
Makinen, 


More Awards in Castrol/Autosport series 


plus awards from a lighting company and a tyre 
‘championship. 


rounds to 12 will be a forest 


fe 


Hg 


Commonwealth Rally 
— definitely off 


The Shell "74 Commcnwealth 
Games Rally, which was to have 
been held with international par- 
ticipation “next January, "is 
definitely off because of the deci- 
sion of the Motorsport Associa. 
tion New Zealand to suspend all 
competition, apart from the Peter 
Stuyvesant $100,000 international 
race series, as a result of the 
petrol shortage. Rally organiser 
Errol Inwood, who has spent the 
better part of three years setting 
up the event, publicly expressed 
his disappointment in local news- 
papers and said that he would 
never attempt to organise another 
major rally. The sport will be 
much poorer if he adheres to his 
decisicn. The 1974 Heatway 
International Rally is also in 
doubt at this stage. Even if the 
petrol situation Improves over 
the next few months, there is 
some doubt as to whether suf- 
ficient time will remain to be 
sure of running the event, which 
has been given world status, In 


the manner in which It. should 
be ccnducted, according to 
crganiser and rally director 


Murray Thompson. 


Stewart to rally ? 


Jackie Stewart made no reference 
to his rally 
bye" dinner in London last week 
out Stuart Turner said that he 
wouldn't be letting the World 
Champion forget. “I'm waiting for 
4 few months,” said Turner, 
“until he gets bored with thi 

cetirement business.” Stewart 
admitted in an AUTOsroRT aiticle 
(ast summer that he had promised 
to do a couple of rallies for Ford. 


ap a fair show, 
“certainly better than some other 
racing drivers who've tried 
rallying.” 


edited by lan Sadler 
RAC Tribunal 


At an RAC Tribunal held on 
December 13, 1973, the follow- 
Ing decisions were announced. 
‘The ‘Tribunal found that the 
August Moon Rally, organised by 
the South Bucks Motor Club on 
August 25/26 1973, was not con- 
trary to RAC Regulations. The 
Tribunal criticised the format of 
the results and time cards, and 
felt that the paperwork issued 
to competitors should have been 
more explicit. The Tribunal 
ordered that an RAC Steward 
should be appointed to the next 
‘August Moon Rally to observe 
the. event. 

‘The Tribunal found that the 
Caernarvonshire and Anglesey 
Motor Club's Gwynedd Rally on 
25/26 August contravened SSR 
S35 in that the majority of the 
Selective Sections had a target 
time In excess of 30. mph. ‘The 
‘Tribunal could not accept as an 
excuse that human error was re- 
sponsible, and fined the club 
£200 plus £50 costs. The rally 


was declared illegal and_the re- 
sults 


declared null and void, 
in view of the fact that 
tion and selective tar- 
Ret times were available to com- 
petitors in advance of the start 
ume, the Tribunal found that thé 
competitors in turn were accesso- 
fies to the event and ordered 
that entry fees should not be re- 
turned. An RAC. Steward wa: 
ordered to be appointed to the 
next restricted road rally organt- 
sed by the club. 

The tribunal found the 
Synchro 68 Auto Club's Cartune 
Rally on September 8/9 was not 
run in accordance with SSR S13 
in that insufficient information 
was given to competitors regard 
ing selective target times and 
time allowed for traversing quiet 
zones through populated areas. 
The Tribunal fined the club €50 
plus €20 costs and ordered that 
an RAC Steward should be an- 
pointed to the next road rally 
Promoted by the club, 


Weekend fun 


The Wakefield Albany Inn have 
devised a way of helping to keep 
the doldrums away for petrol 
arved rally drivers this winter. 
‘A package deal has been drawn- 
up, available to all members of 
RAC approved motor clubs at a 
cost of around ten pounds per 
person for a full weekend, with 
entertainment, at the establish 
ment. The Albany Motor Inn 
will be providing such features 
as films, personal appearances of 
motor ‘sport celebrities, _com- 
petitions and go-kart racing. 
There will also be buffets and 
discos—the only extras for the 
special weekends being drinks, 
‘The weekend bouts of fun should 
start happening around mid 
January. Those interested should 
contact: Mr V. G. Bowditch, 
Wakefield Albany Inn, Queens 
Drive, Ossett, Yorkshire. Tel 

phoné Ossett’ 6388. Accommoda- 
tion will be Bmited to around 200 
per weekend. The hotel is situ- 
Sted just off the MI at junction 
40, the Wakefield interchang 
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HAGGISPEED RACING 
An Apology oe 


37 ASTBURY AVENUE. 
PARKSTONE. POOLE, DORSET 


Next year we hopeto dobetter 


ay, 


TON Ris —cAsH & carry Gh 


QUARRY HILL TONBRIDGE KENT UK. 
Bor2 es 
Yolen 9626 


MALLOCK 


ur customers, and look 
victory in the Shell 


SPECIAL CLEARANCE LINES 
‘SuperSport 
Productior 


{DEPENDING ON 


SUPERSPORT SPECIFICATION) 
SUPERSPORT “B"—£1,767 Swaine) 


Full information from 


MALLOCK RACING 


mle 
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JANUARY 5th-20th 
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Sell your spares 
and accessories in 


AUTOSPORT Market Place 


Tel: 01-636 3600 
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F. ENGLISH LTD. 
Gard> RALLYE SPORTS CENTRE 
BOURNEMOUTH 


AVO PERFORMANCE EQUIPMENT 
BDA AND TWIN CAM ENGINE PARTS 


The ShellSport Clubmen's championship-winning U2 of Richard Mallock. tried out by Derek Bell 


Ringing out Clubmen’s cars 


IAN PHILLIPS looks into Clubmen’s racing 


and the leading cars with the assistance of Derek Bell 


It was way back in 1965 that Nick Syrrett 
decided that the BRSCC should run races for 
all the Lotus 7s, U2s and DRWs which had 
been infiltrating the club racing scene in the 
earlier seasons. He called the formula Club- 
men's, and the BRSCC ran the first ever 
championship in 1965. It was some time 
before the BARC decided that they too would 
run a championship for the class but not long 
after they did the very existence of the 
formula Was threatened with the introduction 
of F100. However, the Clubmen's drivers 

together, “formed the Clubmen's 
jer and with the merging of the two 
club championships into the Shell national 
championship the formula pulled itself to- 
gether and established itself as the major 
sports car formula in Britain, 

‘Since those troublesome days at the end of 
1969 the fonmula has made a great deal of 
progress. The class is now. known as 
Clubmen's Super Sports and the new hi 
working Register secretary Peter Evans 
‘on a special day at Silverstone in October so 
that we could get an impression of just how 
‘much progress has been made. Five cars we 
lined up to be tested and one of Britain's 
leading International sports car drivers, Derek 
Bell, agreed ¢o come up and dive the cars 
and’ pass on his comments. This was 
especially valid because Derek used to race 
‘a Lotus 7 in the formula in the early "60s. 

Clubmen's cars have always been very 
individual machines with their own character ; 
the majority are built up by the drivers them- 
selves. However, nowadays, there are a 
number of the cars which are available over 
the shelf as kits for the purchaser to build up 
himself or they can be bought complete. The 
cars at Silverstone were the championship 
winning works U2 of Dick Mallock, Noel 
‘Stanbury's works prepared Gryphon, Mike 
Sales’ works prepared Haggispeed, Richard 
Groombridge's ‘self-buik Hustler and Barry 
Foley's one-off St Bruno Roughcutter- 

‘The name of Mallock has been in the club 
racing scene since 1959 when Arthur Mallock 
built and raced the first U2. Since that year 
there has hardly been a season which has 
passed without one of his creations winning 
some sort of championship. Arthur is very 
set in his ways and is still convinced that a 
front engined car with a solid rear axle is 
‘the best layout. Clubmen's of course has to 
have the engine at the front and must drive 
the wheels through a maximum of four 
forward gears. The only other real regulations 
are that the cockpit must be a minimum 
width which makes them automatically of 


two seater size, also to retain its sports car 
shape mudguards must be worn at the front 
and rear. Limited slip diffs are banned but 
virtually everything else is free 


The Mallock U2 has appeared in many 
formulae other than Clubmen's. in the early 
days there were Formula Junior, 1172, F3, F2, 
FF and F1200 versions, The U2 has undoub- 
tedly been the most popular Clubmen’s car 
land the most successful. The set up is very 
much a family thing. Arthur has now almost 
retired from racing himself—he had one win 


and a second in F1200 this his sons 
Richard and Ray have all ing with 
U2s and it was only this year that Ray drove 


@ rear engined car. Arthur does all the design 
work on the cars while Richard and Ray 
build up customers cars in the garages join 
ing their house in Northamptonshire. 


Arthur was runner up in the very first 
BRSCC Chubmen's championship in 1963 while 
Ray was champion in "71 and Richard. this 
year. In fact with the exception of 1967, 
1969 and 1970 U2s have always either won 
the championship outright or taken the big 
class. 


Bell takes the works Gryphon out of Woodcote. 


It was Richard’s Shell championship win: 
ning car, that Derek Bell drove first at Silver- 
‘stone, “It was the first time I had driven a 
front engined car for some time and it's quite 
different, I'd find mysolf groping for the gear- 
change Gn the right hand side and find myself 
flicking off switches. 

‘The car was in its championship winning 
trim with ts de Dion rear end, Holbay ‘73 
engine, Lotus Mk 1 Cortina gearbox and Fire- 
stone B33 slicks except for the rear axle the 
other major components are virtually standard 
on Clubmen’s cars. Bell found it“... the 
most comfortable. I felt immediately at home 
in it and it felt very nice, Because it was 
the first car I drove it was difficult to draw 
any straight conclusions—I'd like to have 
Griven it again though because it was really 
good. The only problem I found was that it 
Would understeer going into. the corners, 
which is no bad thing, but halfway round 
It tended to roll and to lift up a rear wheel 
which created a rather nasty oversteer, It is 
difficult to gear for this Club circuit, but 1 
found that the U2 was ideally set, 1 could 
take Copse in fourth with no problem and 
just drop down to third for Becketts and 
Woodcote. The engine had a lot of steam but 
Twas not too happy under braking but I did 
not really extend it because I was still feeling 
my way around. The fact that I was quicker 
in this car than any of the others obviously 
indicates that it Is very good and it wa 
unfortunate that I did mot have time to drive 
It again and have the chance to really get in 
the groove with it because it was really very 

Richard's car is now up for sale and work 
is progressing on two models the Mk 14 and 
Mk 15. for next year, The Mk 14 will have 
3 live axle with “new and completely original 
geometry” and the Mk 15 a de Dion. The 
front suspension geometry will be revised. 
The rear bodywork will be new incorporating 
the mudguards and a rear wing in three sec 
tions. The nose will also be revised for greater 
downthrust 

It has only been in the past couple of years 
that anybody has come near to making inroads 
fon the U2 stranglehold on production Club- 
men’s cars. Gryphon Cars was officially created 
in August 1972 although Andy Diamond, the 
man behind the company, has been building 
Clubmen's cars since 1969. In 1969 he won 
the BARC championship with his 1-litre U2-re- 
plica called a Clubmans, In 1970 he started 
building Gryphons as a part time business in 
conjunction with his partner and former rapid 
U2 driver Jo Beavis. As Beamond Engineering 
they produced cars for Andy himself and Noel 
Stanbary to drive. The first ever Gryphon was 
buikt by Stuart Rolt in the mid-ixties and 
Andy bought the name from him. Like the 
first Gryphon all subsequent cars have had 
independent rear suspension. Andy and his 
new partner in Gryphon cars, Ted Jarvis, do 
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all the design work and make the majority 
of the components including all the fabricated 
parts. Recently the company moved to a new 
Purpose built factory in St Ives just outside 
Huntingdon and building Clubmen's cars has 
become a full time business 

‘This has come about over the past couple 
of years, Noel Stanbury ran a car in the 
I-litre class and won the Gregor Grant cham- 
pionship while Andy has been running in the 
1600 class and was always in the first three 
places. Noel wanted to move into 1600 in 
1972 and have a car run by Andy. A brand 
new C72 car was designed and built and with 
it Noel took second place in the championship 
and numerous lap records despite a late start 
to the season, This success prompted = num- 
ber of orders and Andy felt that to do it 
Properly it would have to be a full time busi. 
ness. In 1973 the C73 was designed and built 
for customers and Stanbury once again drove 
the works car and it was this which Derek 
Bell drove 

“Initially I did not like it as there was a 
vibration from the rear end which I'm told 
Is probably due to the doughnuts. However 
‘once ¢ got used to RI really started to 
‘enjoy myself—in fact I did not want to come 
in at all, The great thing about it is that it 
handles just lke a single seater. I found I 
could brake quite late and just turn it into 
the corners, It turned very well and with the 
power applied just flicked the back out slightly 
Which felt very, very good. I felt much hap 
pier in the Gryphon than the others because 
Tt'was so much like a single seater—I think 
the gearing was a bit out which meant it was 
not ‘quite as quick as the U2. I found the 
brakes to be the biggest problem. If T hit them 
really hard, like in a single seater, tt tends <o 
Tock one wheel and when it bit 
want ¢0 spin, However when I st 
them more gently dt was much better and never 
gave a hint of wanting to do anything strange. 
Copse is the only corner worth anything on 
this circuit and the Gryphon was really excel- 
Tent through there.” 

Next year’s car the C4A, has already been 
tested and produced some fairly startling 
times, Andy has concentrated on aerodynamic: 
and this combined with a revised front 
‘suspension is what Noel Stanbury will be 
using for the biggest attack on the champion- 
ship from the works to date. 

We had a slight problem in testing the 
Haggispeed in that Derek did not fit in the 
car and was unable to do any quick laps 
‘The Haggispeed is in fact one of the nicest 
Jooking Clubmen’s cars and is built by one 
Bob Le Seur who is known to everybody as 

He's been around in racing for as 
‘Arthur Mallock, not so much 

in cunning cars, Hagel) 
Racing was formed in 1963 with a Lotus 18 
FJ. After that there were Haggispeed Imps 
for Tony Marsh and Andrew Cowan while 
the first successful entry into Clubmen's 
came with Jeremy Lord's BARC 1600cc 
championship winning U2 in 1969. Haggis 
‘ail and prepared this car and then for the 
1679 season he designed and built his own 
car known as the Question Mark which Clive 
Santo had. The following year there was the 
Haggispeed modified U2 for Stuart Hunter 
Cox which still holds the Brands GP circuit 
lap record. In 1972 the Question Mark 
jack and was run by Haggis for Mike Sales 
While the prototype Mk 2 was designed and 
built, Mike Sales drove it this year ai 
Bulshed"peventh inthe | chusaplonship 
‘Although Haggispeed Racing is a part time 
business, Haggis has found <ime to build up 
two further cars for sale and has bits for 
two more. 

‘When Bell managed to lever himself into 
the car and do a few cramped laps (Mike 
Sales is small and the car had been tailored 
to suit him) he was unable to say a great 
deal about it. “The rear end seemed to be 
very nervous but this was probably because 
the shock absorbers were screwed right up. 
The car needs to be softer at the back I 
think. The front end however worked very 
well and the brakes seemed to be good but I 
couldn't get too comfortable and did not 
extend it at all. It is certainly a nicely made 
‘and well thought out car though.” 
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The smart St 


Bruno which Barrey Foley created (above). 


paces at Becketts (below). 
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The Hageispee 


ts the device of Bob Le Seur, commonly 


Bell puts the Hustler through its 


known as “ Haggis.” 


ano 


? 


Richard Mallock — 


Hustler was a new name to appear in Club- 
‘man's in 1972. Its designer, builder and owner 
is Richard Groombridge who in fact has been 
racing in Clubman's on and off since 1965. 
He used to drive Centaurs in both 1000 and 
1600 cc form, Richard trained in engineering 
with Ford before moving to Diva during the 
hey-day of their front engined GT car. When 
he lo Diva he moved out of the car industry 
and now works as a diesel fuel injection 
engineer. The racing interest has never waned 
though and the large xarage in his garden ss 
the scene of much activity, Richard does all 
the chassis aluminium and fibre glass work 
himeet, 

‘The first Hustler appeared last year but a 
less than powerful bitza engine restricted its 
performances. However Richard did score four 
wins and won the TEAC championship. During 
Jast winter the car was completely rebuilt in- 
corporating several of Richard's own ideas on 
‘aerodynamics. The engine was swapped for 
a 72/3 Holbay and ¢his immediately made it 
more competitive in the big league although 
the fact that he ran it’ on intermediate 
Firestone YBi1s was something of a dis 
advantage as everyone else was on up-to-date 
slicks, Nevertheless he competed in just six 
‘championship rounds and finished ninth in the 
table and hig best result was a second to Dick 
Mallock at Mallory Park. 

Derek Bell was very enthusiastic about the 
car when he drove it. “It felt extremely good 
I think {t is the best balanced car I drove, 
all the springs and shock absorbers are per- 
fectly set which made it very, very smooth 
to drive. It did not have any nasty traits in it 
at all. T didn’t feel a though I was about to 
Jose control at any time which I have done 
with some of the others, The layout of the 
ear is obviously very good—it's a pity it's on 
intermediates, with slicks I think I could have 
gone quite quickly as I felt very at home in 
It. It is a superb car for a private effort.” 

Richard has been very encouraged by this 
season's results and ls currently laying down 
‘a design for another Hustler which will be a 
logical development of the present car. He 
hopes, to have it ready my mid-74 and he 
hopes to build some replicas for sale although 
he says that with his present limited facilities 
it will only be a small number. 

Barry Foley's name has been well known 
in the Clubmen's circle for a long time. For 
‘a number of years he campaigned a Lotus 7 
in litre form with Robin Hall before they 
bought the Tim Goss championship winning 
7X. Barry is of course well known for his 
Catchpole cartoons in Avrosrort and his fer- 
tile brain always manages to some up with 
something different when it comes to Club- 
man's cars. The 7X sported many different 
aerodynamic appendages in the two years he 
had it but its successor was = new concept 
in Clubmans. Barry and Robin were in fact 
the first drivers to have outside sponsorship fn 
the Formula when St Bruno gave them support 
in 1971. They have been very happy with the 
results and Barry's current car is called the 


Harry Foley — St Bruno. 


St_Bruno Roughcutter. 

The car was designed from scratch during 
1972 by Barry in collaboration with a number 
of top line designers. Maurice Phillippe and 
John Baldwin In America were both involved 
in the initial concept. Phillippe in fact was 
originally going to design the whole car but 
did not have the time (Phillippe in fact used 
to race a Lotus 7 in Clubmans). Barry lists 
a number of other big names as his helpers 
although apparently some of them did not 
know it! 

‘St Bruno gave the go-ahead in August last 
ear. The advanced concept specified the use 
of sophisticated materials such as high carbon 
chrome moly tubing, carbon fibre, chemical 
etching, titanium, articulated polar movements 
of Inertia, assymetric anti-colour resonance 


due to gyroscopic precision and a phenomena 
known as “aerodynamic glue”. (It all sounds 
very complicated doesn’t It?) However, to make 


tain ai extreme ideas were 
put to one side. The 1974 Roughcutter, whilst 
having a similar molecular design will incor- 
porate a larger number of these features. 

The totally stressed chassis is built from 
square section high carbon steel while the 
wishbones and suspension links are in 
chrome alloy tubing. All the uprights are 
magnesium. ‘The rear brakes are inboard 
Walch is a rare sight on Clubmen’s cars. Other 
sophistication includes a foam filled petrol 
tank and Graviner fire extinguisher sy 
piped to the drivers compartment and engine 
bay. 

The main impression ¢ 


1e gets by looking 


at the car is that it is very small and light 
This is borne out by the fact that it weighs 
well under 800 Ib and that the chassis at the 


front is a mere nine inches high 

The entire car was built at Barry's garage 
in Woodford ‘by himself and Ken Robinson 
including the complex aluminium bonnet sec- 
tion, full width nose, windscreen, oll and 


petrol tanks, wings, etc. In an effort to arrive 
at the ideal, eight differently shaped nose- 
cones have ‘been built this year, although 
Barry does admit that they were’ also. built 
to replace the ones he kept smashing! 

Two rather serious crashes kept the car out 
of the results for most of the season but 
towards the end it was really sorted and 
probably the fastest Clubman's car. In its last 
three races it earned pole position and in the 
final one had a runaway victory. In spite of 
‘nly finishing in four rounds the Roughcutter 
Was Afth In the championship. 

Derek Bell stuck well out in the elements 
when he got in it and, "*initiaily thought it 
was very nervous but this was probably due 
to the tyres being cold. The car needs to be 
driven; if you drive it then it works well 
but if not it Ie rather unstable, The braking 
was magnificent. It appeared that I could go 
Into corners. much quicker than with the 
others especially Woodcote. 1 could put the 
power on early and with the balance being 
Fight it was really very fast. It's really quite 
a nice car and obviously a lot of thought 
fand effort has been put into it. I's certainly 
very “different 

‘What about Clubmen's formula in general? 
Bell had this to say: “It's a tremendous 
formula and great fun. | was really enjoying 
myself especially in the U2 and Gryphon 
Which were comfortable. What else is there 
that you can spend this sort of money (a 


ready-to-go 1600 cc car is about €2500) and 
have so much fun? In Formula Ford it's 60 
competitive because of all the works cars and 


‘engines and really it cannot be too much fun. 
In Clubmen's you've all got basically the same 
engine and it's fun and there's nothing to 
compare with it. The cars are quick, surpris- 
ingly quick. 1 thought, and in fact you could 
get into quite a little bit of bother with Orem 
For anybody starting racing it's ‘= only 
thing to do, especially now that they handle 
which they didn't when 1 star 


The Holbay power unit which is used in most 1600 clubmen’ 
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Purely personal 


continuing as 
Europe’s main 
formula as a step- 
ping stone for 
aspiring drivers.” 


PETER GAYDON 


‘As dark days of impending doom in the 
form of petrol rationing grow closer, it might 
seem inopportune to believe there will be 
racing in 1974 but being an unashamed optim. 
ist and. comparing today’s situation with 
‘Suez, Tam bound to say that I feel we shall 
certainly have racing next year although 
early-season meetings—perhaps up to April 
may be in jeopardy. At the ime of Suez, 
during the rationing period, fuel was made 
available for racing but then the density 
‘Of meetings was considerably tess than it is 
with today’s — multi-event weekends. 
Undoubtedly someone in the political arena 
is going to object to motor racing and its 
apparent wastage of precious petrol, and I 
believe it is this possibility rather than actual 
shortage which poses the threat to our sport. 

Statistically, we don't use much of the 
stuff at all—did you know that the fuel 
used in a Jumbo Jet crossing the Atlantic 
would more than provide for every team's 
needs for the whole World Championship 
Formula’ One series—racing, practising and 
alll Further, the industry earns ten million 
pounds @ year in exports with no imports 
bar a few F5000 engines and it also provides 
jobs for over 1500 people, your Editor and 
me included ! 

It would be a travesty of justice to_ban 
racing and leave other sports unscathed. Take 
horse racing for instance—how much fuel is 
expended in carrying horses to meetings; the 
‘pags race six days a week and on several 
courses per day too. Sooially speaking we 
should reduce the number of motor sporting 
events to a minimum to conserve fuel sup 
plies, MCD have cancelled Boxing Day Brands 
and have also reduced race distances (in 
future events) overall by 10 per cent which 
is a good political move; but how about 
restricting official practice to 10 laps per 
competitor on short circuits and eight on long 
circuits? Drivers will always practice as 
much as they can but a general reduction 
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“It is @ little-known fact that in 1974 there are scheduled 32 British and 52 European F3 races.” 


will affect everyone equally. Thus there can 
be no real argument against it and it is good 
ammunition to. show. the economy moves 
taken within the Sport. If a driver can’t put 
in a time close to his best within ten laps 
perhaps he should take up  tiddlywinks 
instead. It would be difficult for novices, I 
agree, but times are hard 

‘The biggest problem will surely be to per- 
suade marshals to use their precious petrol 
for the privilege of being soaked and frozen 
at early’ season meetings. I believe there is 
@ good case here for circuits to apply for 
business allowances for distribution to 
marshals. Allowances could be judged on 
distance travelled to and from the meeting 
equated with mpg figures for their cars, taken 
from Autocar or Motor Road Tests. 

The past five years have seen the emergence 
of many new Netional formulae. In Europe 
now we have junior National formulae which 
include Formula Ford, Formula Vee, Formula 
France, Formula Seat and Formula Ttalie and 
on a more expensive scale we have here F5000 
and F Atlantic. All these categories in them- 
Selves provide excellent racing both for 
competitors and spectators but I'am alarmed 
that these formulae are being compared and 
preferred. to. International formulae already 

It seems to me that a driver who wants to 
get on in motor racing should have a clearly 
defined ladder of competition, which he can 
attempt to climb during his career. Further, 

team manager looking for a likely young 
driver for his Formula 2 team for subsequent 
Brooming to Formula One wants to see 
potential candidates all racing egsinst each 
‘other for comparison. If you were Ken Tyrrell, 
how much would you like to try and compare 
the skills of, let us say, Patrick Tambay, 
Helmut Koinigg and Geoff Friswell. You have 
no yardstick whatsoever except to say they 
are at the top of their particular categories 
but how competitive are those categories ? 
I feel the rignt way of comparing drivers is 
to view them at the intermediary levels of 
International racing. This means Formula 3, 
followed by Formula 2. 


F5000 compared 


At the present eime we have F Auantic 
being promoted as an alternative to F3 and 
F5000 to F2. Taking the senior pairing first 
I find F500 tremendously exciting and 

‘onishingly fast but it does not have the 
competitors that are seen in F2, 

I give as an example a Ust of regular 
competitors in F5000 and F2. In F500 you 
have Belso, Edwards, Evans, Gethin, Hobbs, 
Lunger, McRae, Pilette, Thompson and Van 
Lennep and in F2 you have Fittipaldis E, and 
W., Hailwood, Hunt, Jarier, Mass, Pace, 


es 


Pescarolo, Peterson, Schenken and Wisell. 

All of ‘the drivers in F2 bave competed 
in Fl whereas only Gethin has been @ regular 
FI driver from the F500 list, although Hobbs, 
MacRae and Van Lennep have all raced Fi 
at some time. P5000 is popular with British 
crowds, and rightly so. It is popular with 
entrants because the meetings are largely 
one day affairs and therefore are fairly 
economical to attend. However, I do not like 
to see F5000 edging out F2. I believe the 
two can run side by side with F5000 as a 
very useful National formula in Great Britain 
but with F2 continuing as Europe's major 
formula as @ stepping stone for aspiring Fi 
drivers. We have @ similar situation with F 
‘Atlantic which in England appears to be 
trying to take the place of F3. It is perhaps 
a little-known fact that in 1974 there are 
Scheduled 32 British F3 races and 52 Euro- 
pean F3 races—a massive total of 84 races 
for what I believe to be the best junior 
formula of all. In 1974, F3 cars will become 
very much more difficult to drive as the engine 
capacity has been raised to 2-litres. This will 
make the engines far more powerful but, as 
wheel rim widths remain the same as this 
year, will also make the cars much more 
difficult to drive, 

I do feel there is a need for a well 
supported junior International formula ; 
Perhaps it could be a combination of F 
Atlantic and F3 but at some stage a driver 
should come into contact and race against 
competitors of differing nationality on strange 

cults and this will give him and any 
observers a true yardstick of his capabilities, 

I believe that the FIA, when granting 
World Championship date, should insist that 
the organiser of the World Championship 
event should support other FIA formulae, not 
necessarily at the same circuit but certainly 
organised by the same club in the same 
country. For example, a Formula One Cham- 
pionship date ought’ to carry with it the 
Fequirement to stage a European 2dlitre 
‘Championship race and two International F3 
races at other times during the year. 

Similarly, a European World Championship 
Sportscar race organiser should be obliged 
to put on a Formula 2 eace and two Inter 
national F3 races. By this means an organiser 
who derives financial benefit from a. World 
Championship category of racing is then 
obliged to reinvest a proportion of his profit 
in the other categories. 


Safety aspects 


It has been suggested that some circuits are 
becoming too dangerous because of faster lap 
times and that they should be altered to slow 
the cars down on grounds of safety, 1 do 
not think «it is a very sensible course of 
ction to require circuits to keep altering 
their layouts just because what is essentially 
fan advancement in tyres becomes so great 
that from one viewpoint a particular corner 
on a circuit becomes super fast. Taking 
Woodcote at Silverstone as an example, there 
is a large run-off area by the side of the 
track before Armco covered sleeper barriers 
(recommended by and installed with the 
approval of the Safety Committee of the 
CSI). Furthermore there is a very tall wire 
mesh catchfence to prevent any possibility 
of accident debris finding its ~way into the 
Grandstands 

It would ‘be fair to say that Silverstone 
have complied with every safety requirement 
in relation to this corner and still have in 
Woodcote a demanding, exciting superfast but 
safe corner. The sort of corner that thrills 
crowds and challenges drivers’ skill. I do not 
like to see oppressive limitations on designers 
of cars any more than rather hysterical 
demands for limitations to circuits. We should 
ail strive to make motor racing as safe es 
humanly possible, but it will never be a safe 
Sport and those competing realise and accept 
the realities of the situation full well. 


edited by Bob Constanduros 
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Work on the rolling jig on a March monocoque at Arch. 


make up the majority of jigs on which the 
Current racing cars” are constructed. The 


If one was asked to name a most important one Colin Chapman who at that time was easiest car to build, says Bob, was the old 
yet curiously faceless contractor in motor operating from his premises in Cheshunt. Merlyn Mk 11/17, and it is perhaps inter- 
Facing, there would be one name which would Lola (00, now nearby neighbours in Hunting- esting that this car is still around on the 
immediately spring to mind: Arch Motors. don to Arch Motors were early customers, tracks and winning races despite the 
Their name isn't onan engine, nor chassis, nor and Arch began making racing car and per- presence of many later models in the 
on any of the suspension joints. They have formance car chassis their principal tasks. Formula. “It’s fashion really,” says Bob, 
never built their own car, yet have built 


Fudreds for many “constructors, ‘and there What is fig and what is chassis ? This jumble of tubes is a Chevron B19 in for repairs ! 
fare very few constructors in the motor racing 
field for whom they have not done some sort 
Of work. Still more curious is that their begin- 
nings were not in motor racing, and most 
Sadly, their destiny and growth takes them 
away from the “small order,” “wanted it last 
week” world of motor racing. And yet Arch 
Motors are still the fairest of businessmen to 
the individual in motor racing. and it is pos- 
sibly only unfortunate that they cannot accept 
everyone who comes to their door. 

‘Arch. weren't always that big as Colin 
Chapman will know. Their entrance into the 
sporting fleld was with motorcycles, for cur. 
rent managing director Bob Robinson and Ted 
‘Young were both sidecar enthusiasts and 
began making frames for their adversaries. 
However, ultimately they saw that this wasn't 
the most lucrative of businesses, and, under 
an arch in Hornsey (hence the name: Arch), 

yn_ to build motoring frames. One 
Irst customers in the late fifties was 


‘bound to keep them, which means that some | 
bloke in South Africa may ring up at any 

time and ask if they could re-fig his Brab: 
ham BTS or some similar early model car. 
Jigs are not economical on space, and Arch 

are becoming increasingly disenchanted with 
the repair business, as they can't throw 
away any jigs, nor’ can they really afford 
the time to do the repairs when they come 
in. On the other hand, the occasional repair, 
and Tsay the word occasional with great 
meaning, can give work to a welder when 
he may not otherwise be occupied. 

Arch feel their position in the motor 
racing world very strongly. Five years ago, 
says Bob, they were doing 70 per cent 
motor racing, and now it is half that. To 
Some extent it is motor racing's fault, to 

me extent their own, The upsurge of the 
sport has allowed smaller firms to come 
into the field who have smaller overheads, 
don't mind working odd hours in the "on 
season, and short hours in the "off" season, 
Meanwhile he says, “We owe what we are 
today to. motor racing and yet we have 
outgrown it." ‘The work for Lotus is of 
course on a regular basis, while they also 
make metal stools for a local firm, Perhaps 
at this time, Arch’s contract to make 10 
lectrie Enfield $000 Electric cars per week 
is the most significant, while a plan is also 
on the cards to make fun karts for a local 
firm called Aerokarts at’ Kimbolton. Many 
March tubs are still under construction, 
and Elden and Royale chassis were still in 
evidence "when we. visited their premises, 
with hefty MRE chassis also under construc: 

n. Van Diemen too rely on Arch for their 
chassis. 

‘These days, Arch are well stocked up on 
the metal working side to do the varied 
jobs that they currently do, There's a sheet 
metal shop which virtually is self-supporting, 
8 fabrication shop for welding of tubul 
chassis and the welding from the sheet meta 
Shop. the machine shop. which comes In 
Useful for suspension parts, ete, turned out 
by Arch, and the paint shop which speaks 
for itself. On the sheet metal side, there's 
ail the usual tools such as Pierce-Ali, guillo 
tines, brake press, handfolder, notcher and 
fy press, In the machining section there are 
capstaris, a centre-lathe willing and drilling 
machines 

‘Staffing Arch Motors is obviously quite 
a problem with so many different welde 
‘and. sections and this comes under the 
general manager, Don Gadd, who was an 
Spprentice with Bob Robinson at technical 
college, while directors. now include Ted 
‘Young's brother Allan, and Ted's widow Jean. 
Perhaps a word might be included about 
Arch's neighbours, because immediately 
you've found Arch’s premises on the Hunt- 
ingdon Trading Estate, you look next door 
and there is another motor racing “ name ™: 
Specialised Mouldings. Obviously with their 
proximity, Arch and SM managed to save 
money on deliveries, ete, and in the begin 
ning. when they both moved up in conjunction 
With one another, i was their idea in 80 
doing. What with various other motor racing 
‘constructors, already mentioned, this area 18 
Quite a hive of the sport. 

‘So what comes from Arch in the future. 
As Bob Robinson said, they feel they've 
rather outgrown the world of motor sport, 
‘aithough obviously they still have work 
from ‘some of the major constructors viz 
March. Their beginnings have been in motor 
cars, and Bob Robinson seems to have an 
eye in that direction. It seems to be the 
regular contract. work that Arch are after, 
he days of waiting for the motor racing 
man to give them an order for ten chassis 
and then says he wants them tomorrow 
Seems to be over for Arch, However, make 
no mistake; Arch have a conscience towards 
the ‘motor racing industry and one feels that 


Ps 
Garbage Arch style! Irreparable March tubs and discarded tubing outside Arch’s back door. 
Below. a welder works on a Formula Ford chassis in th 


ye q 
Yaa - 
‘when you look at a front-engined Mallocks mework, and the skin is then riveted 
going round just as quickly as the F3 boys p to that framework. Because the mono- 
Gne_ might think that initial drawings might coque may be turned over many times on 
produce a problem for the men at Arch, but the rolling basis, it does not take much 
they say that in general, the drawing siand- time for the tub to formulate 
ard is high and. fairly clear, although in ‘On the other hand, chassis with all 
the past they've received drawings on wall s welding ‘may take 50 to 60 hours. Arch 
paper, etc! fare capable of doing many sorts of welding 
‘So how is a car constructed, Well, it including Argon, CO, and bronze. Initially 
might be unfair to mention only now that a jig ts welded together into which the 
March are one of their biggest customers, tubes of the chassis are placed and then 
and if you thought you knew the origins welded. on to one another. With final 
Of the name March, you still do for Arch assembly taking place outside the jig. the 
fare only involved in the business stakes. chassis are then rejigged to ensure that in 
Their single-seater monocoque is the only twist has taken place in the final assembly 
One to be constructed on the premises, so something that very often takes place 
itis easy to get rid of that side of the ind the cockpit. area. The business of 
business Ina single stroke, Arch have, in stove enamelling then takes place, whereby 
fact, been making the March monocoque for the chassis is spray painted with enamel and 
three years and. it might confound critics then baked for half an hour with each coat, 
to know that from the tub construction side, a finish which is almost second to none. if they can, they'll stay there rather than 
the design has not changed very much. Having produced a jig, it is perh@ps worth make chair frames or mundane tubular steel 
‘The actual castings are bolted on to a rolling mentioning that poor old Arch feel duty products. 
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The giant hitler! Winner outright of the Forward Trust Championship and runner-up in 


Victory without garlands 
—a valiant effort 


With one, and later, a couple of 850 
Minis, Peter Crouch and Neil Dineen 
looked like taking the major honours 
of both the Forward Trust and MCD 
special saloon championships. In the 
‘end, Crouch won the Forward Trust 
‘one overall and Dineen was runner-up 
and comfortable class winner in the 
MCD series. 

With what must be the most consistently 
fast 850 special saloon car in the country, 
these two enthusiasts have almost done the 
Impossible in winning both series without any 
‘external source of finance. Peter is a GPO 
‘mechanic and Neil is a rep. How did they do 
it? Michael Luck takes up the story. 

When did you first become interested in motor 
racing? 

Nell: In 1971 we did 12 races with Pete's 
old road car; that was our first season. 
Before that, we had helped a lot of people 
who live near us in the New Forest to pre- 
pare their racing cars; you see, there are 
about five other racing Minis within a two 
mile radius of where we live, But one day 
we were at Castle Combe when a chap said 
he had an old Simca and he didn’t know what 
to do with it. We picked it up on our way 
back—Pete used it'as a road car and we 
converted his Mini Into a racer. Mind you 
the Simca was so rusty that if you j-cked 
it up you couldn't open the doors; it cven- 
dually disintegrated one day on the way to 


38 


Downton. 
What modifications did you carry out on that 
Mini ? 

Neil : ft was as rusty as an old horseshoe ! We 
stripped It out, cut out the boot floor and put 
in perspex windows and lightweight doors 
‘The engine was a long-stroke 850 which was 
fairly quick and we were doing times then 
which a lot of short-stroke 850s aren't beat 
Ing now. 

How much did that first season cost? 

Pete: The cylinder head and tyres were the 
two most expensive iems, but I suppose the 
whole thing didn't cost more than about £700. 
‘That gave each of us six club races—just 
enough to get the taste. 

Neil: It nearly cost us more. The first race 
1 did, the starting ring came off the flywheel 
and I had to have a push start from the back 
of the grid. I drove magnificently down the 
track—I was in last place—I overtook the 
bloke in front of me so that I wasn’t last, and 
promptly spun off. In my excitement I forgot 
to brake for the next bend! In fact between 
us in that first season we must have spun off 
at every bend on every circuit we went to. 
We then decided to build a shcr’-stroke 
engine for the next season because the o-ly 
person we couldn't beat, Graham Janzen, had 
‘One In his car. I almost did beat him once at 
Thruxton when I was using some b-rrowed 
Firestones, but had a moment with another 
car and couldn't quite catch him before the 
end. 

What, then, were the origins of your present 


e MCD series, the Crouch/Dineen Mini 


Pete: We bought the bodyshell secondhand, 
although it had never been used. It has no 

sealastic” in it and that makes it quite a 
bit lighter. We actually built the car in’ the 
winter of 1971/72, but it was not completed 
until July °72. 

We put the beam axle in that season, which 
took a lot of sorting and an awfully long time 
to bulld. The idea came when we were at the 
pub one day and someone jokingly sueges'ed 
that nobody had a Mini with a beam axle 
mounted on leaf springs. We thought “ that’ 
2 good idea” and trotted off home and made 
When you say that you went home and made 
one, do you mean that literally? 

Pete: Well, we had a int first! But seriously, 
yes, we did make it. We know someone down 
the road with a lathe and ano*her chap with 
an are welder, and we went home and cut the 
bits of metal’ up, welded it all together and 
fitted it on. The design was done on our draw- 
ing board—the garage wall—and we fitted it 
in place as we built it. Mind you. it took a 
couple of months of very hard work just to 
make it, but it has certainly proved worth the 

When finally we got the car together we 
went down to see John Pope at 7 o'clock one 
Saturday morning as he was going to spray 
the car for us. We had to well on the front 
and rear valences, and we finally went home 
at 5 o'clock on Sunday morning having worked 
solidly for 22 hours. By then we were abso- 
lutely stoned on spray-gas, but the man just 
wouldn't stop working. 

Nell : Then we had the engine to fit. I suppose 
the cost of the short-stroke motor was about 
£500 at the time, but we had a lot of the bits 
already, The Gordon Allen crank was £127— 
the whole car cost about £1000 for the season. 
We did six races—I had five wins and 
one second and Peter had three wins and 
three seconds; we ended up third in both the 
Forward Trust and Triplex Championships, 
and we hadn't been competing in them 
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The drivers: Peter Crouch (left) and Neil Dineen (right) 


seriously by any means. 
So, with these eight wins and four seconds 
between you, out of 12 races in your first 
proper season, you decided to do It seriously 
In 1973? 

te: Yes. We decided wo go for champion- 
ships and so, at the beginning of the season, 
we tossed a coin to see who would compete 
in which championship. 1 won and elected to 
Ro for the Forward Trust Championship. Neil 
did the MCD series; next year it will be Neil's 
turn to go for whichever championship he 
chooses. 

‘At the beginning of the 1973 season Neil 
had eight consecutive wins, and by the end 
had 10'class wins and one second to give him 
second place in the MCD Championship. The 
other four times he started, something blew 
Up and he did nor finish. 1 was luckier ; I had 
11 class wins and two seconds from 13 st 
‘That ‘won me the Forward Trust Champior 
ship. 

‘Aiso this year we have taken the class lap 
records at Mallory Park, Croft, Thruxton, 
Silverstone (club), Snetterton, Castle Combe, 
Oulton Park, Rufforth, Brands Hatch (short). 
‘and Brands Grand Prix, the last of which we 
beat by 5 seconds, 

How much planning was Involved In what, by 
any standards was a successful season ? 
Neil: None, We just went out and seemed to 
beat everyone, If we could get organised we 
could build a winning car. You may say 
we've got_a winning car! But that's more 
Tuck than judgment, Pete might have paid 
more money towards the car this year, and 
T know that he's put in more time on it, but 
these are not things we argue about. If we 
did, our relationship wouldn't last; we would 
ose trust in each other. When we first decided 
to go racing we said that we wanted to win 
‘at any cost, and that's what we've done. We 
haven't let ‘any side Issues interfere, but we 
aren't too strong on the planning side. 
Tell me about the car as it Is at present. 
It's a 970 ce Cooper § block, bored out 
lus 60 thou, skimmed and de-stroked, with 
fan Allen crankshaft to bring It down to 850 ce 
We have had problems with blocks—two have 
gone this year. One blew up, literally, when 
Wwe had it on the brake. The studs pulled out 
Of the block and the whole lor let go in a 
sheet of flame—it was very spectacula 

"The rods are 970 S, and the pistons are 
Hepolite Powermax. Richard Longman did all 
the original measurements and machining and 
George Toth who works with him did the 
machining of the head. We use two twin 
Webers with half of each blanked off to give 
a straight inlet flow. The gearbox is. straight 
forward BMC competition, built up from bits 
‘out of other people's dustbins because we 
couldn't afford them ourselves. The only dif 
ference is that the lay gear between the crank 
and gearbox is 1.08:1 instead of 1:1. This gives 
Us a final drive of about 4.9:1 and a little bit 
‘more at the top end 
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Apart from that, we have fully rose-jointed 
suspension. a fibreglass bonnet, boot and one 
door, the other being aluminium 

Why did you discard the air dam which you 
fitted “In ‘the middle of the season which 
seemed to make a big difference to your time 


Neil: " Seemed” is the word. It got t00 ex: 
pensive knocking It off every time we hit a 
bump. But quite apart from that, it made 


absolutely no. difference to our times. Every. 
fone thought it did and turned up with air 
dams the next week, We didn't like to dis 
courage them! 

How do you get the car 10 meetings 

Nell: We bough an old GPO van in Devon 
for £25 which took us two days co drive home 
going flat out. We stripped it inside, built a 
Dit on the back so that the Mini would fir In 
and away we went. Unfo-tunately, one day 
we were slipstreaming # Mini trying to over 
take him and the engine literally blew up. 5 
then we bought a 4 litre BMC straight six 
from a scrapyard and with the skilful use of 
a mallet. hacksaw and no less than nine 
Acquaintances recruited from the local host- 
tciry, we installed it at 12 o'clock one night. It 
was MoT'd the next morning—and it passed! 


The Mini sometimes indulged in*some three-wheel m 


‘The only mishap was, before we put it in it 
was dropped and the sump broke and we 
ended up with a couple of gallons of nasty 
‘black oil all over the drive. On the serious 
side, we sleep in it and have parties in tt; 
ic fas saved us a lot of money. But it eats 
dynamos—you can almost hear it chewing 
them up. 


What are your plans for the future? 
Nell: We had thought of moving into a bigger 
class where we might get more recognition. 
‘This year has been very poor. We're very lucky 
to even get our names In print, For instance, 
even though Pete won the Forward Trust 
Championship, in one motor sport paper he 
didn’t even get a mention in the race report. 
People seem to. think that 850 racing is 

Mickey Mouse but we know that our car is 
quicker than a lot of 1000s around. 1 reckon 
T'could have had at Jeast one outright win last 
season, but it's not worth risking the car 
when we're miles ahead of the next person in 
our class—you don’t get much extra for win: 
hing the race, certainly not enough to warrant 
taking a chance of blowing the motor or 
tangling with someone who Isn't even in your 
class. 

We would like to move into the bigger class 
bur just can't afford it. To be competitive 
would have to have a Ford-engined car and 
that Is running Into the range of €2,000-€3,000 
for an engine, which will probably blow up at 
the first opportunity. No, we will have to 
stick 10 the 850—but we've got a few more 
tweaks up our sleeves for next season, but 
you'll have to wait to see what they are 
Pete: Yes, we'll keep to the 850 next year 
and do two championships again, this time 
with Neil getting preference. We are at pr 
sent looking for 8 sponsor, though, for despite 
fall the help we get from people like Richard, 
George, Alan Holloway and John Peache; 
Austing (who has lent us an awful lot of stuff 
this year), and without who we wouldn't be 
able to Ro racing, It is becoming so expensive 

y ‘competitive that we now need some 
external finance which we have never bad 
before 

Th the long term, I think chat the proposed 
sithouette formula tooks like an exelting. pro= 
position, but Neil wants to go into single 
Seaters. The only drawback with that is that 
ive a full time occupation and of course that 
its $0 fantastically exnensive, But bastcally, 
we are only planning for next season at the 
moment—we don't believe in looking 100 far 
ahead, 


toring, as at Mallory Park's hairpin. 


Sports extra 


Taking part in an autotest requires a considerable amount of skill. 


Autotesting explained 


‘One of the most fascinating branches of motor 
sport is a driving test, or as at is better known 
today, an autotest. In contrast to the other 
much better known forms of the sport such as 
autocross, rallycross, sprinting and production 
car trialling, the autotest competitor is con- 
siderably less well known. In the main this is 
because events, by force of circumstance: 
are generally held on private property and 
‘accordingly they do not get the same exposure 
fas thelr counterparts. 

quite simply, the ability to 
quickly as possible through 
‘of markers, and. perform certain 
manoeuvres in the quickest time possible. All 
very simple you might say. But it demands 
skiil and concentration of a high order as well 
as a fair memory, for the tests can otherwise 
become maddening puzzles. Everyone, if he 
is honest, thinks he is a Stirlng Moss or a 
Jackie Stewart as soon as he passes his 
driving test but put the majority of club 
members Into an autotest for the first time 
and they suddenly realise they don't know 

‘much as they think they do. 

For instance have you ever tried parking 
that Mini or Ford of yours in a space where 
there is less than a foot on either side? 
What about high speed travel in and out of 
@ series of pylons, spinning the car through 
180 degrees and then doing it in reverse? 
Both exercises of course against the clock 

By now your interest should have been 
aroused so a few words about what goes on. 
Clubs running meetings invariably use large 
car parks, or parts of disused or even 
operational airfields (with the permission of 
the clerk of course). At a typical event a 
driver can expect to find a dozen tests 
arranged for him to tackle individually and, 
depending on the space available, one or more 
tests may be laid out at a time. The rules 
governing the choosing or designing of a test 

re quite simple: it must not exceed 200 
yards in length. 

Having decided the tests the organisers 
invariably send a copy of them, in diagram 
form, to every competitor when they enter. 
This ‘allows everyone the chance to memorise 
each test thoroughly before coming to the 
competition. The object then is to. perform 
each test as quickly as possible, in the correct 
order, and to avoid hitting the marker cones 
and overshooting lines. It should be remem- 
ered that no practice is allowed on the day 
at the site and that every mistake costs time 
and every marker knocked over means more 
Precious seconds added to the time taken. 

The most spectacular part of the autotest 
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is to watch a driver spinning his car delibe 
ately (we all do the other sort). A competitor 
will nearly always be required to change from 
forward motion to backwards without stopping 
his” vehicle on at least one test and it is 
always a delight to see a top class competitor 
spin his car, almost on a sixpence, with the 
‘minimum of fuss and equally the least amount 
of time lost. The handbrake is always used 
to effect this manoeuvre but the technique 
varies between a car with driven front wheels 
to one with rear wheel drive. The principle, 
however, is always the same and that is to 
Tock the rear wheels and hang the tail out 

It follows that accurate timing and precise 
co-ordination are necessary otherwise the 
audience is highly amused and the driver 
annoyed and embarrassed if his vehicle slides 
wildly in all directions. Also spectacular is 
the reverse spin, carried out when proceeding 


in @ straight line from one point to another. 
It is necessary to have a fair head of steam 
up before attempting the spin and it requires 
Precise judgment as to when to change gear 
during the spin. Couple this with wheel 
twiddling to get it pointed straight, and off 
you go at high speed in the other direction, 
However, be  warned—this is an exercise 
which can produce a broken gearbox very 
easily and at worst you can topple right over 
—so leave it to the experts. 

Classes in an autotest are usually based 
on the length of the wheelbase and not the 
capacity of the vehicle. In championship 
‘meetings there are invariably four categories : 
‘Open cars with a wheelbase up to 7 {tl In; 
saloons with wheelbase under 7 ft 1 in; 
specials and saloons and open cars with 
wheelbase more than 7 ft 1 in. A special is 
defined as being a vehicle which is not cata. 
logued by any manufacturer and in most cuses 
such vehicles are subject to a 5 per cent 
handicap. Most popular cars are the Minis 
and their variants, Sprites and MG Midgets, 
VWs and Fords, 

When preparing a car for an event it is 
best to concentrate on making the handbrak 
really efficient, checking the engine to ensure 
it does not stall (most drivers do the tests 
with a fast tickover to prevent this) and, 
where possible altering the suspension for 
more stability, always providing i¢ is within 
the regulations and the spirit of the event 

‘Autotests are popular with most clubs and, 
if, after getting the bug, you feel competent 
enough to tackle a national championship 
you can chose either the RAC autotest cham- 
Dlonship or the Castrol/BT and RDA Flather 
Star championship with about 20 events all 
over the country. Entry fees vary but as a 
rough guide you can expect to fork out £3 

mt and of course you need a compel 
fence from the RAC before tacklin 
nothing but a closed to club meeting. One 
final word: if you are ever on holiday in 
Ireland and you hear of an autotest pop along. 
and watch for in the last few years lads from 
the Emerald Isle have licked the pants off the 
English, Scots and Welsh in the annual 
International Ken Wharton Memorial team 
event, held every year around November in 


the Midlands. 
DEREK HILL 


Quiz—aAnswers to the questions 
in last week's issue 


A—Emerson Fittipaldi leads Bev Bond, 
Roy Pike and Howden Ganley 
B.—Adrian Chambers leads Bob Burnard, 

John E. Miles, Eric Falce and 
Tommy Entwistle. 
C.—France, it was the supercharged 14 
‘CTA-Arsenal 
D.—500 racing. Rex McCandless, Me- 
Candless Special and it was 4 wd. 
—Dan Gurney and lon Burgess. Entrant 
‘Of Gurney is Louise Bryden-Brown. 
F—1967, M. Hrubon’s Hrubon, powered 
by @ 1300ce Gordini engine. 
G—tt is the IRA driven by Joe Kelly 
and used a 2-litre Bristol engine. 
H—Photograph shows André Pilette 
father of this year's Rothma 
Championship winner. 
L—Kenneth Evans and (helping to hold 
board) Bill Ruck-Keene. 
J.—Bob Bean. 
K—Toyota Corolla, Vie Elford, D 
‘Stone, 1970 Monte Carlo Rall 
L—The 1954 Ulster TT roce and drivers 
were Paul Armagnac and Gerard 
Laureau. 
M—L to R 
Kallstrom. 


Zazuda, Stoepelaere and 


red by a DKW en- 
by C. Scott. 


N—The Saxon pow 
gine and” driven 
MacArthur. 

©.—Charles Crichton-Stuart at Aintree in 
1964. Entrant’ was Anglo-Scottish 
Racing Team. 

1.—Jimmy Bryan. 

2.—British GP in 1970 and Oulton Park 
Gold Cup, 1970. 

2.—British GP at Silverstone in 1954. 

4.—Xavier Perrot and Hannelore Werner 
Nurburgring. 

5.—Longford, Tasmania. 

6.—Novara. 

7-—Montiuich Park —the only circuit on 
which races are run in an antl- 
Clockwise direction 

S.—Peter Sellers Racing Team. 

Hart and Barrie Hart, 

The 1961 Dutch GP. 


Brian 


9. 


10.—The 750 ce DB supercharged flat-twin 
‘of 1955 and the s-litre V8 of the 
Honda RA 302 in 1968, 

11.—Carroll_Shelby's racing Ford-engined 
‘AC Cobras in the GT category in 
1965. 

12—John Surtees about the Chaparral 


Brescia won by Cagno's Fiat. 

15.—Stirling Moss, Jack Fairman, Bert 
Hadley and Leslie Johnson. 

© We hope it provided some amusement 

over the Christmas holiday ! 
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Phone AUTOSPORT' Department 
ment to one of our experienced staff, heieal 
Weave the rest to us it's that simple. If. Duper 
however you do have time to send in your Sears 
classified advertisement with cash’ in 


advance. we'll give you 2 fat discount- 
per cont. 


CLASSIFIED 


NEW CAR GUIDE 


i FORD 


JAGUAR 


Bloons 


AMERICAN CARS 


MOTORWAY SPORTS CARS LTD. 


SIMON JAMES MOTOR LTD. 
RIMINGTON, CLITHEROE 
Quality Cors for the Connolseur 


CLAN CRUSADER 
Area 
Tel: Garage—GISBURN 535 


For further information on inserting 
advertisements on these pages 


Ring: 01-636 3600 


MERCEDES-BENZ 


AAMAGAY STP. 287 Fincher Mond, Mamenens, yyy 


MISCELLANEOUS 


AUTOSPORT 


PRESS 
TIME 


for 


JANUARY 3, 1974 


Display : All copy mid-day, December 28. 


Classified : By first post December 28 or 
telephoned. no later than 3 pm, 
December 28. 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 42-44 ~- Racing and Competition Cars 44-46 - Autosport Market Place 46-48 


MAIN AVENUE, MOOR PARK, NORTHWOOD, M!IDDX. — NORTHWOOD 25161 
Approx. 100-yds from Moor Park Met. Station A-Z London Main Road Map, Ref. 2.C 


UL Stile SCARS * 


PERSONAL EXPORT—MGs and AUSTINS, FAST DELIVERY, EFFICIENT SERVICE 


NEW CAR SALES—392 NEW CROSS ROAD, SE14 — Tel: 01-692 4607 or 01-692 4651 


Hours of business: 10 am-7 pm M 10 am-5 pm Sun. 
ELECTION FROM STOCK 


stiveny most 


BROCHURE 
Demons thatiot 
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SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 42-44 - Racing and Competition Cars 44-46 


STOREYS 
OF HAMBLETON LTD. 


Shard Lane, Hambleton, 
Near Blackpool, Lancs 


NEW CARS FOR IMMEDIATE 
DELIVERY 


MGB GT V8. Tes! blue or white. 


MGB GT. Damask red, overdrive, 
tinted giass, head restraints, 


MGB ROADSTER, Blaze, hard cop, 
‘overdrive ‘and chrome’ Rostyies 


TVR 3090ML. Airforce blue 

Your chance to own one of the 

first of these new models. Choice 

‘of trim colours. 

TVR 3000M. White. 

1973 TVR 3000M, Aquat'c jade. 
7.000 miles. Director's personal 
tanspore 
OPEN OVER CHRISTMAS 

Part exc! 

Full service and spare fac 


Tel: Hambleton 700215 


VICTORIA MOTORS 
(ST. ALBANS LTD.) 


JOS RANDLES 


New Lots Eur 
3968 (Dec) Mk 


oer MGB. GT 0/4 "ww. ‘aso 
1970 (1) TVR Vinen, fied’ Alloys 


arae stock of Lotus and Scimitar parts 


WHARF GARAGES 
STOKE-ON-TRENT 
Tel: 48361-47623 


1956 PARK WARD BENTLEY 


convertible. Twin headlight con- 
version. Beautiful condition. 
Titled owner. 
£5250 


Tel: St. Albans 58270. 


NORTH OXFORD GARAGE 


280 BANBURY ROAD, OXFORD 
MAIN BMW DEALERS 
‘AND COUPE SPECIALISTS 


tar choice of. 8 cqupes at very atrctv 
ices, Conta 


RH. BUCKINGHAM 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
OXFORD 59223/4 
ww ord 


7B, EMW 3.ltre CSL ig ford/biack. win 
Hiadio. stereo. 34,600 miles oniy| 
1600. 
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MAIN DISTRIBUTORS 


TVR GINETTA 


Shetfield $3226 


GOOD SELECTION OF SECONDHAND SPORTS. 


* Autosport Market Place 46-48 


gerry marshal 


ee, 


Wingfield Ltd 


856 Finchley Road, London NW1. 
‘Tel: 01-458 4204, 


THORNE GIBB LTD. 


1972 MEXICO. White, black interior, 
Rostyle wheels, radio, 18,000 
miles £995 
1971 MG MIDGET. Harvest gold, 
13,000 miles. Exciting condition 


1969 (Dec) LOTUS ELAN + 2. Just 
completed engine rebuild and 
other work totalling £350. Fine 
condition 

TRIUMPH TRS Vignale. Very rare 
left hand drive Coupé on TR3 
chassis. Just re-sprayed. A 
collector's car at £515 

H.P., Exchange, etc. Also insurance 

jossible. 


Tel.: 01-500 7233. 


CORVETTE STINGRAY 


ight. res. Only 
‘Superb e240 


Tol: Brighton 70100 


ROBIN HAMILTON 


Aston Martin Specialists 


us carry out any work that may be 


For anything connected with Astons, mainly D84 onwards 


sales, spares. servicing, rebuilding 


fete, contact us on our new ‘phone number 


BURTON-ON-TRENT 812744 


cams) 


SPORTS AND PERFORMANCE CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 42-44 - Racing and Competition Cars 44-46 ~- Autosport Market Place 46-48 


D and A AUTOS MASERATI 
(Kingsbury) IN GUILDFORD LTD. 
OFFER: INDY 


MINI 1275 GT. | | sxx, nro, sen, omnes 


WADHAM STRINGER 


8-10 Slough Lane, Kingsbury, NW9 
(off Church Lane) 


1971 AUDI 1001S. Auto. B-track stereo, 


radio, HRW. Dark blue £1350 interior. 
1972 TRE Pl. Red. Radio, 8-track. One GROUP TWO RALLY CAR . ower steering, Tinted 
Saynar sn: aroen wt Lage fitted with the following: stage 2 engine, 
1970 TR6 Pl, White, Radio. Beautiful con- heated screens, § Minilites, full dash with 


dition, snip at £875 


1970 MINI CLUBMAN ESTATE. White 
with Black intenor. Rado £575 


1969 FIAT 1249, In almond green. Radio 


Holder twin ‘anks. One owner. £1198. 


"PHONE WADHAM STRINGER iN 
GUILDFORD 


MAIDENHEAD 27523 


28 GUILDFORD 69231 wee 
1969 MINI CLUBMAN ESTATE, Very nice va 
orsiren as 
1969 1300 ESCORT e400 Brandon Motors Ltd. 
FERRARI DISTRIBUTORS FOR WARWICKSHIRE 
Tel: 01-205 4296 ‘ BRANDON, NR COVENTRY. Tel ; Wolston 2283/6 


205 1136 


Also, requiar supply of Bentley S1, $2. 
'S3. Available also, Rolls-Royces to order 
Sande nocnpe' pe Dinos delivery ex stock 
ena rare e) DFCOS, ‘choice of colours 


ID. IB. . B. MOTORS of Leicester TVR 3000M, 1973 


NEW AND USED AMERICAN CARS. PLEASE PHONE FOR LATEST STOCK DETAILS Burgundy with black trim, fitted radio, 
GOOD STOCKS OF SERVICE AND OVERHAUL PARTS FOR ROAD AND RACE sun’ roof and HRW, AutoVita | tuned 
AMERICAN MADE TYRES STOCKED IN 78, 70 AND 60 SERIES. ENGINE, GEARBOX ‘engine. Only 4,000 miles. As new, factory 


‘AND AXLE OVERHAULS ON ANY AMERICAN CAR. built and cost new £2650. Seen anywhere 
TELEPHONE 0533 834343 and 832534. TELEX 341071 and ROBOPHONES. sakes £1795 


AMERICAN AUTOMOBILE SPECIALISTS ctv, 1522 1705 (ovrign 
RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 42-44 - Racing and Competition Cars 44-46 ~ Autosport Market Place 46-48 
CLUBMANS RACING CARS MODSPORTS CARS 


HILLCLIMB, CARS. 


ALEXIS CARS LTD. 
HALLOUGHTON GRANSE. WHITACRE, COLESHILL. 
Near BIRMINGHAM. Tel: Furnace End 401 
Mk 23 Alexis FF ready to race. £1750 


Mk 18 Alexis FF ready to race. £1000. 
1972 Crossle. £950 


Reynold’s 
RALLYCROSS MINI CLUBMAN 


Specification includes 


195 bhp Lucas fuel injected 1293 cc engine (ex works), s/c 
1 new Mk 23 less engine/gearbox. £1300 3 synchro gearbox, LSD, alloy rear sub frame. This car was 


1 Metso gearbox. £230 professionally built for the European Rallycross series, and 
1 Sabre Formula Ford engine rebuilt £350 finishod the fourth Mini overall 

uel Injected Nova mator twin cam F3 motor. 
Works ‘conversion and complete rebuild on Mk 14/15 to me Sree AON ON Reaver 


Mk 18B spec. £350 
Special conversion on 188 to Mk 23 spec. £500 Tel: Cambridge 860281 
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RACING AND COMPETITION CARS 


Sports and Performance Cars 42-44 ~- Racing and Competition Cars 44-46 ~- Autosport Market Place 46-48 


CHEVRON GROPA 


SPECTRUM RACING ENGINEERS 
SUPER SPORTS 
ALLOY WHEEL HUBS 


Made from high strength heat treated aluminium alloy saving 
4 Ib in unsprung weight on the Herald/Vitesse type, Price 
includes any bolt pattern and stud length/diameter, 


sports car, Based on 816) 
‘protic 10m and Tain 


body section sumlar 1 McLaren MBO. 

383" pics” ohs'Seor “iichardson™ BDA’ engine 

30 minutes running since new 

1d 12. inch wheels with wat tyre 
a ation "Frael"Many. other sparen tlude 


We pumps, 


On WEST casi, vorren BEFORE CHRISTMAS 
Maidennead 


As used on the Championship winning U211B to 
win Shell Clubmans Championship, also used by 
many leading runners. 


Tel : 01-733 1508 


MALLOCK U2 Mk 11B 


New 1600ce Crossflow Sin x 10in Mifilites/Revolutions on 
new YB24s, Alioy bellhousing, tallsheft and hubs. Immaculate 
and unrace: 


COMPETITION WHEELS LTD. 


have a number of unused 13” x 10° and 13” x 15” rims 
suitable for March Formula 3, Formula 2 and Sports cars. 
These rims are same as those used on the works Formula 
2 cars during 1973. 


10” RIMS COST £50 + VAT 
15” RIMS COST £65 + VAT 


361 BATH RD., SLOUGH "PHONE: (06286) 5672 


£1150 ono 


Tel: 01-733 1508 between 10 am and 6 pm Monday & Saturday 


“MIKE SULLIVAN RACING 
RIVERSIDE GARAGE 


CO COLLLLLOCOLLLELOOLL LEELA LELAY 


SALISBURY Tel: 0722-28698 a 
‘CARS ENGINES 
ne all-steel Cosworth BDA, Jest febuilt. Excellent condition 2835 
sre esey Rayne: bet toe decane mee Sas "AiR WSSE "Gets empetlsn ston foas Sty Same 
thi’ Bavert. Full ‘details on request £1,650 ono. [te aut "1 i fally BDA 
Hikes dou ten line cai Abii ine Gravina, Mew 1700 call en cally 
deg aoe aa - £898 ono Full race phase four BRM twin cam 


McLaren M4 2. Fabulous little car completely rebuilt, with new Twin cam rally engine (rebuilt) 


Bdswork With’ or without ‘engine and ‘canton 
BAS ono rolling chassis Lucas fuel injection for twin cam 

One Elan sprint, short motor, new bearings os 

One McLaren F4 8000 Monccoque with all suspension, stering. One Elan sprint. show motor, new Hh, 

Sree etE"" Make good sprint ‘oF hiliclimy ‘cats Needs ullgigg ONE SCL inca oa new us 


New BDA steel cranks, each 2135 


We can still offer a complete rebuild on racing and rally cars. " 
We, specialise, in March, Jaguar, TJ injection. twin cam and BDA New BDA STD ciaskinkefts 
engine specialists. We can rebulld and completely overhaul your Cosworth steel BDA flywheels 
cat or engine in’ readiness for next season. Mahle pistons 


For all the above Tel : Salisbury 28698 


WE CAN ARRANGE FINANCE ON RACING CARS 
De eeeeneemmenemmmamemmmmaa CLCLCDLLL NG CEEELELLLLELLLLLALLPLLLLLDLALLLAASLLLAAAAAD 


SABRE ENGINE DEVELOPMENTS LTD. 1972 BRABHAM BT 38 
MALLOUGHTOM GRANZ, WILTACRE, COLESHLL FORMULA 2 


Near BIRMINGHAM. Tel: Furnace End 402 

Complete with Hewland FT200 box. Aerofoil. Choice 
of alternative noses, with front or side mounted 
fadiators. Superb order. Little used and never 
shunted. Price less engine £1850. 


Tel: Maidenhead 27523 any time. 


LLLLPDRLLLLLLLLLLPLLAPAAD AAPA 


woe 


Pre season Formula Ford engine rebuilds from £25. 
Engines brake tested. £15. 

All types of race engines rebuilt and tested 

Vintage engines assembled and reconditioned 
Prototype and vintage exhaust systems made to order. 
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MIKE PARKER offers 2 of the most competitive short 
stroke 850cc Minis available 


‘One being the ex Patrick Motors Group Mini, Fulfhouse Longman, 
short stroke, big valve head, 3 branch, split 45s, all steel, forged 
pistons, Opus ignition. This engine currently holds several lap records 
including Brands, Thruxton. 

Shell has raised bulkhead, aluminium floor, pretabricated sills and 
fubular steel floor. Fibreglass roof, ie, panels, rear. boot, front. wet 
‘ond dry Firestones, Gin Minitites. May split. 


Also very immaculate Mini, Deseamed, tinted windows, special engine, 
§/C gearbox, rolicage, alloy wheels. A host of oxtras too many to 
montion, Ring for specifications. 


Spocially built oxporimental Arden engine ultra short stroke Simm, A very rare exemple of this Mini Sprint convertible, Very good 
8 port injected, all steel, all straight cut, 1B19s and Dunlops on Minilites. condition, ex property of well-known personality. Ring for full 
Ring for full specifications. details. 


MIKE PARKER at GODALMING 23811 (day) WENTWORTH 2567 (eve) 
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CARBURETTERS 


WEBERS 


CHRIS MONTAGUE CARBURETTER CO. 


364 CRICKLEWOOD LANE. LONDON. NW2 20 
Taos “3038 gs 


BALANCING 


HEWLAND 
GEARBOXES 


FINANCIAL 


ry ee. 
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Linea Sport FPT. 


‘The finest racewear money can buy. 


_ eee et 

TEREEYO)ICD Bg. 
-g2 Se I 

GD nSritn eer oe oe 


‘griffin PROTECT YOUR BODY, HEAD AND FACE WITH TOTAL CONFIDENCE 
UK Distributors : Gordon Spice Ltd, 
42b Central Trading Estate, Staines, Middx. Tel: 


ENGINES & SPARES 


FVC 1800 rebuilt. 2-Ntre SDE rebuilt. 1930 Rally BDA on 
Webers. 1600 rally twin/com on 45 Wobers. Holbay F/3 
twin/cam Injected. Vegantune F/3 twin/cam rebuilt. Atiantic 
Richardson BDA £250 rebuild. Choice 2 other Richardson 
DBA Atiantics. BRM steel twin/cem 175 bhp on 469, FVA 
being rebuilt 


FVA crank. FVC crank. BDA steel crank. BDA STD crank. 
1000ce steel crank. FVC head. BDA big valve head. BMW 
2-litre full race Allan Smith head. BDG head rebuilt. 1600 c/flow 
head end valves. Twin/cam big valve head. New BDA pistons 
85.6 mm. New BOA rods. FVC 18/1900 pistons. FVC/FVA. 
rods used. Cosworth dry sump pumps. F/2 twin plate 
clutches. F/3 clutch and flywheel. Hewland FT adaptor plates. 
BDA ‘elloy dry sump pans new. Twin/cam alloy dry sum| 
pan. Brabham rack complete and radiator. Clubmans 1600 all 
Steel engine d/draught stripped. 

Lotus 41, 1000cc Screamer, original condition. 

Brabham’ 29-38, FT box, exceptional condition 


R. D. H. RACING 
2 ASHBROOK RD., BOLLINGTON, NR. MACCLESFIELD, 
CHESHIRE 


BOLLINGTON (0625) 74022 


Staines 57867 


ECURIE SANTOS RACING 


would like to wish their past and 
future customers a very Happy and 


Prosperous New Year 
We still have a very large stock of oil tanks, fuel bags, 
damper units, calipers, wishbones, etc. 
Ploase ring us for your requirements. 
Ecurie Santos Racing 
28-30 South Road, Edgware 


Tel: 01-952 0602 (9 am-6 pm) 


es RACE WHERE ? 
‘SPORTS CAR INSURANCE ome 


Aten GH specials, buevien ane 


tr 


datamatch 


Meet the perfect th Ostamatch computer 


ALEYEARS, LONDON ROAD, SAWSTON 
SAWSTOM (01203) 575 ee 


SPARES AND ACCESSORIES 


ROLLOVER BARS 


ALEY BARS 


aut (Dept A). Cricniowved Case, Landen, NW? QU 


Tag is racer =a 


1032, BARWICK STREET, BIRMINGHAM 3. 
"Jolephone | 021-206. 000, re 


Me “welcomes” thie "Spence “cts 
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SPHERICAL BEARINGS 


STEERING WHEELS 


l, Shepherds Bush 
London, W12 
Tol: 01-749 1391/2 


ACCESSORIES AND EQUIPMENT 
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Aaldon MINI equipment & 


Name 
Address 


London. WIA 26. Mi 


Cheque/PO value enclosed. 


| Ea SeRaRT ENE (C5) 


For office use only 
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ROSELAND MOTORS 
VERYAN, TRURO, CORNWALL. ‘Tel: Veryan STD (087-250) 347 


G.S. CARS 
TOWER ROAD, SOUTH WARMLEY, BRISTOL. Tel: Bristol STD 0272-673100 


SMITH MOTORS, STOCKPORT 
‘SMITH HOUSE, SHORE HEATH, STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE STD 061-480 8117 


LAURENCES GARAGE, LOZELLS LTD. 


WILTON STREET, LOZELLS, BIRMINGHAM 19 (The smooth answer to a moving problem) 
021-554 3018 


N. R. STEED LTD. 
55 QUEEN STREET, LOUTH, LINCOLNSHIRE STD 0507-2151 


HEATH HIRE & DEVELOPMENT 
HEATH ROAD, BEDWORTH, WARWICKSHIRE STD 0203-314031 


HAMMOND & OAKWOOD GARAGES (Sales) LTD. 
162/6 CROYDON ROAD, BECKENHAM, KENT 01-650 3570 
HOLLAND ARMS GARAGE 
PENTRE BLEW, ANGELSEY, NORTH WALES STD 024-877 240 


GRAHAM BOND 
554/558 FOREST ROAD, WALTHAMSTOW, E.17 _ Greater London Distributors 
Heron Service Station 01-520 1005/6 


LLANTWIT FARDRE, 
Nr. PONTYPRIDD, GLAMORGAN 


Tel: Newtown Llantwit (STD: 044 362) 3471/2/3 


GILBERN Gilbern Cars(G.B) — \citsenn 


The best tob 
so oa Boyes a 
SING SIZE 
Z arens Ae 


~...when you know 
what you’re doing 


